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port 
As a result of the expert tutelage and material sup- 

furnished by the USSR 
North Korean Army 

the artillery arm of the 
was initially superior to that of any 

other Oriental nation, At higher echelons. *he artillery 
reserve at the start of the invasion consisted, of one 
artillery regiment assigned to the Perth Korean GRQ and 
an additional artillery regiment 
corps that were in existence then. 

for each of the two 

in artillery equipment) 
Because of shortages 

the low mobility of North Korean 
artillery- and the pronounced impediments to lateral 
movement‘ in KORBA, the enemy ‘has found it preferable to 
concentrate the bulk of his artillery support potential 
within the infantry division. The organic artillery 
supnort of the typical North Korean 
patterns 

infantry’ division 

viet rifle 
itself closely after that of the old-type So- 
division of World War II’. It consists of an 

antitank battalion, a self-propelled gun battalion and a 
mixed field artillery regiment comprised of two battal- 
ions of 76mmguns and one battalion of 122mm howitzers. 
Pages 2, 27 and 23 

.a The reconstituted North Korean Army ,unitl recently 
disposed of very little artillery and therefore was 
forced to restrict its combat operations’to night maneu- 
vers 9 
troops, 

using darkness as: a cover under which combat 

,ws, 
supported largely by mortars and automatic weap- 

covld approach within assaulting distance of UN po- 
sitions e Ror th Korean commanders custamarily 
trate most of their weapons in the sector of .t~?%n 
effort. ’ Aowever, 

_ a,, - regiment 
a ratio of one ‘artillery battalion to 

of infantry and an artillery battery *to an 
infantry battalion serves the %enemy as a rule of thumb 
in determining norma 1 Brtillery support requirements. 

, Pages 2, 4 and 7 

North Korean offensive doctrine, mirroring that of 
the Soviet Army, calls for rapidity of maneuver to the 
flanks culminating in a single or double envelopment un- 

” der cover of the concentrated fire of all- supporting 
weapons. To provide the basis of fire required for the 
execution of this maneuver, 

L Soviet groupment technique. 
the enemy has adopted the 

In accordance with an esti- 
mate of the artillery requirements prepared 
tillery commander, all available artillery, 

by the ar- 

that organic to subordinate units, 
including 

may be formed into 
groupments tailored to meet the requirements of each 
phase of the projected operation. Page 8 I ’ 

Only by falling back’on Soviet defensive tactics and 
by utilizing such passive ” measures as camouflage and 
night movement was the enemy able to preserve a modicum 
of tactical efficiency. The lack of adequate co’mmunica- 
tions was probably an important factor in motivating the 
north Korean Army to adopt the.Soviet concept of decen- 
tralized defense. 
lery and other 

Under this system, the bulk of artil- 
supporting weapons are,attached to the 
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Strong-points comprising the defense zone and, 
for certain preconceived missionb concerned 

except 

with coordinated fire on 
primarily 

the find protective line, 
operate under decentralized control. Pages 4 and 14 

While artillery communications facilities in the 
North Korean Army were never elaborate by Western stand- 
ards, they were established in consonance with sound SO- 
viet signal doctrine and, initially at Jeast, were ade- 
quate to the needs of North Korean artillery, Standard 
signal doctrine of the enemy provides for an artillery 
communications system comprised of a command net and a 
staff net, 
munications, 

Although wire is the primary means of com- 
the command net telephone system is paral- 

leled by a radio network for use in fluid situations or 
whan the wire system fails, 
cations become Increasingly 

However, as signal communi- 
more unreliable with the 

progress of the war9 
Korean artillery. 

they seriously handicapped North 
Thus, although the fire control SYS- 

tern used by the North Korean Army theoretically permits 
the massing of fires of the entire division artillery, 
actually, due to lack of communications facilities, the 
batterv is the normal firing unit. Pages 5, 26 and, 38 

Prior to the invasion North Korean artillery person- 
nel received comparatively extensive and, according to 
North Korean Army standards, 
ing. 
sharply 

However, 
thorough artillery train- 

the quality of training deteriorated 
in the course of the war due to a progressive 

curtailment of training cycles aimed, et 
urgent need for artillery replacements. 

meeting the 

early 
But since the 

centra 5 
art of spring 1951 there haye been indications of 
lzed training of artillery units at levels higher 

than division and of a growing concern on the part of 
the North Kbrean High Command for raising the combat ef- 
fectiveness of artillery units., Pages 5, 40 and 45 

A faFrly detailed and current account of -the organ- 
izatiol, 
ments 

training, and’ combat record of artillery ele- 
organic ,to major North Korean combat units has 

been compiled from PW information and pI;oje’cted’.against 
the ba-ckground history of the supported major unit. The 
account reveals that in the reorganizakion phase that 
followed the defeat of the North Korean Army in the fall 
of 1950, combat divisions of the enemy retained the 
framework of their Brtillel’y structure but wore almost 
completely lacking in organic artillery weapons. To- 
ward the end of May 1951, the North Korean corps on 
line began to receive new weapons from the USSR which 
restored their artillery support almost to T/E strength. 
With the retention of a ma.jor portion of this armament 
as a genekal reserve under corps 
potential .of the corps artillery 

control, the support 
reserve has in ma,ny 

cases beein boosted to a Level that approximates 'North 
Korean artillery capabilities at the time of the initial 
invasion. Pages 2, 30, 45 to 78 
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RESEARCH SUPPLE!zENT 
INTERROGATION REPORTS 

Issue NO. 1.06 
This report summarizes significant information can- 

cerning North Korean Forces obtained by IJ.S, Army and 
FEAF intelligence agencies operating in the Korean bat- 
tle area. Primary sources of information for this re- 
port include the following: 

(1) On-the'-spot interrogation by highly-trained 
interrogators of North Korean and Chinese Communist Psw 
and deserters, Republic of KOREA (ROK) refugees and mili- 
tary personnel, and members of the UY Armed Forces. 

ments 
(2) Translations by ATIS of captured enemy docu- 
4 periodicals, diaries, etc. 
(3.) Other parallel sources when appropriate, 
(4) In addition1 so as to provide a certain amollnt 

of background materi& and to present the sometimes frag- 
mentary interrogation' information in its proper setting, 
material culled from other sources than tl?ose referred to 
above has been utilized. Ivhenever this has been done 
the source has been clearly identified in the text, 

Using agencies, when evaluating information in this 
report stemming from interrogation reoorts, s!rould take 
the following factors into consideration: 

(1) As a source of detailed, authentic information 
about the enemy, interrogations are of inestimable value 
when properly analyzed and evaluated on a continuing 
basis. Information contained in this report is not con- 
sidered final and will be modified or changed in future 
publications as additional material becomes available. 

(2) Individual interrogation renorts unon which 
this study is based have already been reproduced and dis- 
seminated separately. Care must be exercised, therefore, 
to ascer:ain that this collated sumr:ary is not accepted 
as confirmation of these individual interrogations. 

IVhen, in the text of this reoort a locale is men- 
tioned initially, the nlace name is riven first followed 
by the geographic coordinates (coord?nates used are those 
contained in Gazetteer to.Vaps of KOREA, Ilap Series AMS 
L551, dated September 1944). Thereafter the name alone 
is used. Place names marked with an asterisk (*I could 
not be accurately located. 

In utilizing the.information contained in this vol- 
ume, consideration should, furthermore, be given to the 
fact that the first portion of.this repsrt deals with the 
tactical employment and organization of the North Korean 
artillery arm under typical conditions. In particular, 
the portion of this report devoted to the organization 
and equipment of artillery units reflects only the T/O&E 
of the North Korean infancry.division at the time of the 
invasion on 25 June 1950 and should not be construed to 
show modifications that were effected in the typical 
structure as a result of war-time exigencies. The last 
portion of this report, on the other hand, traces histori- 
cally the evolution of the organic artillery su'3port of 
major North Korean combat units and brings out the cur- 
rent battlefield artillery structure as revealed by in- 
terrogation sources. 
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NORTH KOREAN ARTILLERY 

P 

1. <GENERAL I 
An analysis of.649 PW interrogation reports, 25 cap- 

c 

tured+*enemy documents'and 24 parallel sources of informa- 
tion reveals that, the artillery arm of the North Korean 
Army was initially superior to that of any-other Oriental 
nation. Under the.watohful eye of Soviet advisors, North 
Korean field artillery, in its organizational structure, 
was patterned after the Soviet division artillery of World 1 
war II. Equipped with Soviet arms and steeped in,the tac- 
tical doctrine of the 'Soviet Army, .the artillery support 
of the North Korean Army was more than adequate to crush 
any foreseeable. resistance on the part of the Republic of 
KOREA. However, initial tactical successes imbued the 
enemy'with s‘uch optimism that even normal security precau- 
tions'were nggledted and North Korean troops, unaccustomed 
to defens‘ive measures of any kind, even threw away their 
entrenching tools. Consequently, the mounting intensity 
of UN air and-artillery strikes took a tremendous toll of 
lives and equipment, Since trained reserves were not avail- 
able-in sufficient,numbers, the North Korean Army was forced 
to rely on newly-inducted and'poorly-indoctrinated recruits, 
This, of course , played havoc with artillery units, the 
combat effectiveness of which stands in direct relation 
to the experience and technical proficiency of their per- 
sonnel. 'i)f.even greater consequence in the deterioration * 
of the artillery support potential, however; was the logis: 
tical problem involved. Due to their bulk and weight, 
artillery equipment and supplies were generally moved over P 
main roads or rail lines and thus became prime targets for 
UN interdiction aircraft. As a result, destroyed or damaged 
artillery equipment became more and more difficult to re- 
place with the ,progress of the war and tl-e flow of .ammuni- 
tion was reducep to a point where it imposed severe limita- 
tions on the 'enemy artillery support potential. The UN 
counteroffensive in September 1956 and deep envelopment of 
practically'all North Korean combat uni.ts through the am- 
phibious landing at INCB'ON (37028rN-126038'E) occasioned ' 
further crippling losses in artillery equipment.and supplies, . 
large quantities af which had to be abandoned or buried by 
the enemy in his headlong flight nort!?. Consequently, the 
reconstituted North Korean Army until recently disposed of 

.' 

very -little' artillery and therefore was forced to restrict 
its combat bperations,to night maneuvers, using darkness 
as a cover under which combat troops supported primarily I 
by mortars and automatic weapons could approach within as- 
saulting distance of UN positions. There are indications, 
however, that toward the end of May 1951 combat divisions 
of the North Korean corps on line began to receive new 
weapons from the USSR which restored their artillery sup- 
port almost to T/E strength; With the retention of a 
major portion of this armament as a general reserve under 
corps control, the support potential of the corps artil- 
lery reserve has been boosted to a level that approximates 
North Korean artillery capabilities at the time of the F\ 
initial invflsion. 

e 
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Until this recent increase in Soviet 1ogistical”sup~ 
port made it. feasible to’ retain’ a greater proportion o’f ‘I 
the .avaLlable .aFtillery’ a.$-’ c o,sns leye 1.) the. North Korean Z 
enemy foundxit preferable.to’concentrate most of his ‘ 
artillery support within the ‘infantry division’ because’ of ,. 
severe.shortages in artillery weapons., the low mobility , 
of hislartillery and the difficulties imposed on the' 
ra-oid movement of “field artillery by the mountainous te!- 
rain of KOREA ,and the UN air interdiction.of hostile 
lines of communication. A&cordingly , the artillery re- 
serve. at higher ,echelons wa,s~ low and initially consisted 
of one artillery regiment assigned to the North Korea’n I 
GHQ plus.an additional artillery regiment for each of the’ 
two corps that were in existence at the start of the in; 
vas ion, while not ‘entirely uniform in structure, the 
typical regiment of this type tiontained three identical 
battalions, each.of which was composed of two 122mm gun 
batteries and one 122mm howitzer battery plus the usual 
service :elements l t .The regimental headquarters performed 
an exclusively ddmirCstrative function. With the defeat 
of the North Korean Army in the fall of 1950 and the sub- 
sequent disintegration of the enemy’s artillery arm; new 
corps arti:llery units were aativated, Their organiza- 
tional st.ruct:?re varied widely and was determined by the 
availability of weapons and personnel. Nevertheless, the 
artil1er.y regiment, though generally understrength in 
personnel and equipment, 
serve at corps level. 

remains the normal artillery re- 
The divisional artillery consists 

of one artillery.regiment,composed of a regimental head- 
quarters, two .battalions equipred with a total of 24 76mm 
guns and one battalion of 12 122mm howitzers. ,In addi- 
t ion, hawever 9 and independent of the artillery regiment, 
an antitank battalion and a battalion of self-propelled 
artillery are. included in the infantry.division table of I 
organization. 

Moreover, each infantry,regiment and battalion is 
provided with its own or’ganiC supporting weapons. Within 
the infantry regiment. organic artillery support is oroe 
vided by one artillery battery equipped with four 76mm 
howitzers, one antitar& company with six 45mm antitank 
guns and one mortar company with six 120mm mortars. Each 
rifle battalion, of the infantry regiment has .ane organic 
mortar company equipped with nine 82mm mortars and one 
antitank oompany with nine 14.5mm antitank. rifles and two 
45mm antitank guns; 

" ? 

‘L 

In the'tactical employment of its artillery.we8pons, _ 
the North.Korean Army appears to rely.on a modified ver- 
sion of Soviet doctrine.. As appld.ed by the North Korean 
Army, this doctrine calls for the organization of all 
available artiller:r into groupments tailored to meet the . 
requirements,of each phase a,I‘ the’ projec,ted operation. 
In an offensive situation ths North Korean plan of battle 
normally calls for the concen:ratidn. of all available fire ' 
power to cover a rapid maneWr:- to the, flanks ,culminating 
in a single: or double enLielcI&nt. For purposes of tac- 
tical control and to facilitate planning, each attack 
operation is divided into three'phases: preparatory fire, 
assault support fire and fire during the period of pene- 
tration and consolidation, During the period of ‘prepa-- 
ratory firs, the.centralized control necessary to its - 1 # 
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effective application is assured by holding the bulk~of 
arl;illerp In general support and by assigning specifiq.- 
fire .missions to .a11 artillery groupnlents 4n the unit 
operations plan. With the crossing: of .a, predetermined ., 
phase line during the assault, however-,, -this same opera- 
tions plan provides for the decentralization of control 
by assigning t,o the bulk of artillery units missions ,of 
direct assistance to subordinate combat teams. While 
North Korean commanders customarily coqcentrate most of 
their supporting weapons in the sector of the,maih- ef-. 
fort, so that the amount of artillery in support of 
subordinate units varies in accoraance with the,plan of 
maneuver,. a ratio of one artillery battalion to ,a regi- 
ment of infantry and an artiller y battery to an infantry, 
battalion serves the enemy as a rule of thumb in deter- 
mining normal artillery.supuort requirements. 

. . 
The North Korean Army, not .anticlpating sny serious 

opposition in the drive southward, appears to have 
stressed the offensive phase of combat in its prewar 
training program. Hence, the enemy’s combat forces were 
singularly unprepared to assume. the defensive posture 
that w:s eventually forced upon them by the .growing. 
strength of the UN Army. . Only by falling back on, Soviet 
defensive tactics and by utilizing such passive measures. 
as camouflage and night movement was the enemy able to 
preserve a modicum of tactical efficiency. Generally 
speaking, the North Korean version of Soviet defensive 
doctrine calls for either a positional or a mobile de- 
fense. In the former case, the enemy fortifies ad- 
vantageous terrain and stands fast in an attempt to in-- 
flict heavy losses on UN Forces as a preliminary to the 
launching of an all-out counterattack. In a,situation 
of this kind the defensive position consists of inde- 
pendent strong-points organized in depth into,three 
belts of resistance, with the bulk of artillery concen- 
trated in support of the main line of.resistance.~ Con- 
trol, is decentralized; but full artillery coverage along* 
the.entire front is assured by assigning priority mis- 
sions and sectors of responsibility in the division fire* 
plan. A system of obstacles, designed to channelize 
mechanized attacks into’ previously registered concent&- 
tions 0% supporting weapons, occupies the intermediate 
ground between strong-points. Contrasting in some re- _ 
spe’cts with- the technique of positional defense; a ’ : 
mobile defense, according to North Korean concept,‘ calls’ 
for delaying action in successive positions to trade 
space for time. In executing this maneuver each unit, 
occupies two lines of defense Simultaneously. Part of 
the artillery is attached to units in the forward posi- , 
tions, while the remainder is concentrated in the rear 
in general support, Weapons are emplaced to permit I 
engagement of UN Forces at maximum ranges in order to 
force deoloyment ofstroops and time-consuming assault 
preparations. Before forward elements can be pinned 
down, they withdraw under fire cover furnished by sup- 
porting weapons emplaced at the rear positions. Artil- 
lery displaces by. echelon to permit continuous fire 
support D e . 

n 

a 

4 

* 

* 

,a 
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In an offensive situation, artillery positions are. 
selected well forward to facilitate support of a break- \- 
through. On the other hand, in defensive combat, 

I 

. 
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artillery is echeloned in r’cuth to afford fire cover 
throughout the +defsnse 209~. Positions inaccessible to ., 
tanks and offering good cover and concealment as well as 
unrestricted fields of fi?e, are considered ideal. .The, 

. , 

OWuPation of posi+ions is usually undertaken at night: <’ 
Immediately upon t!?e occupation of, positions iVorth Ko- 
rean artillerymen, if time permits, run a position and 
target area survey. The data thus obtained are plotted 
on firing charts which, enemy.prisoners insist 
accurate. ’ Nevertheless 

are very 
whenever possible the ‘batteries 

. . 

register in ahg arrive At a ‘!K” correction. Meteorologi- 
cal data, however, are not ,utilized nor is ti?ere any in- 
dication that modern fire direction center pr0cedure.s are ( 
used. Due in part no doi:bt to the shortage of ammuni- 
tion, very little? unobserved fire is conducted. 
shortag’es of. ammunition, weapons and 

Indeed, 
particularly com- 

munications.equipment have seriously handicapped North 
Korean artillery.’ For example,‘.although the .fire con- 
trol sys’tem used -by the Nor Lh Korean Army theoretically 
permits the massing of fires of the entire division 
artillery, actually, due. to lack of communications equip- 
ment; the battery is the normal firing unit. 

While artillerp~~communication’facilities in the Worth 
Korean Army were never,elaborate by western standardd; 
initially’at ‘least~ they were adequate and were organizod 
in consonance with a sound signal doctrine adopted from 
the Soviet Army. In accordance with that doctrine sig- 
nal sections at each level of command down to and Includ- 
ing the battery are responsible for maintaining communica- 
tions with subordinate eche’,ons and with supported units. 
Artillery units conform to standard communications pro- 
cedure;!in’placing primary reliance on telephone.circuits 
and using radlo.only in a supplementary role except in 
fluid situations. Communication nets are patterned after 
those of Soviet artillery un%ts and theoretic,ally permit 
the immediate massing of all division artillery fires. 
With the ‘progress of the war,, however, signal communica- 
tion in North Korean artillery units has become increas- 
ingly unreliable.. The dearth ‘of skilled lsersonnel as 
well as acute ‘deficiencigs of signal equipment have 
forced North Korean signal personnel to utilize any avail- 
able expedient’,wi.thout regard to operational efficiency, 
Runners and visual signals often must be relied’ upon in 
place of telephones and radios to transmit target and 

, firing data. ,AggrevatLng actual material shortages, the 
inferior quality of some .of the Soviet-furnished equip- 
ment imposes an additional strain en the artillery com- 
munication system. These .logistical difficulties coupled 
with those incident.to a forced reliance on untrained re- 
cruits, have in many,instances reduced Worth Korean artil- 
lery communication methods to a very primitive level. To 
this fact, perhaps more than to any other factor, may be 
attributed the generally low effectiveness of North Ko- ’ 
rean artillery in combat, / 

Artillery training prior to the invasion seems-to 
have been comparatively thorough when judged by North Ko- 
rean Army standards, but deteriorated sharply during the 
course ,of the war due to a progressive curtailment of 
training cycles aimed at meeting the urgent need for 
artillery replacements. Artillery courses at the 1st ~ 
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Military Officers T .Trainihg Sch’ool, for instance, wh%ch 
during the prewar p’eriod lasted approximately 16 months, 
we& shortened to as littl’e as five weeks after the out- 
break of hostilities. ) Following Soviet precepts, ,the 
North Korean Army lays prfmary emahasis on the training 
of officers S Whereas offic’ers for the most part receive 
formal training at one of several military schools offer- b 
ing specialized artillery c’ovrses, enlisted men receive 
the majority of their artillery training in the field 
with the units to which,Jhey are as.signed. Enli’sted and 
unit training, too, fell off sharply in quality aS.:well 
as quantity with the outbreak of war..’ By late summer 
1950 men were thrown into combat with only a few days 
training and in many cases without ever having fired an 1 
artillery piece. All in all, ‘it appears that while the 
comparatively well-trained personnel that formed the : 
nucleus ‘of North Korean artillery ‘units prior to the in- 

. 

vasion were capable of efficient performance of artillery 
missions when properly equipped, replacements for the 
artillery units of North Korean combat divisions.’ re- 
cruited under the-pressure of heavy war-time manpower *re- 
quirements, were so ‘inadequately trained as to play ,havoc 
with the combat effectiveness of the North Korean artil- 

‘-lery arm, which had already been sharply reduced by 
logistical difficulties ‘and the lack of adequate corn- 
munications. 

, - 
2. ARTILLERY ‘TACTICS 

A. General < ,’ ) 
In the employment of field artillery, certain 

broad unalterable princiljles apply V Thesc are deter- 
mined by the’intrinsic characteristics of ~akl~field. ~ .a 
artillery’which circumscribe its capabilities and:Cast 
it in:‘the ‘role of a supporting arm incapable’.oF >taking 
decisive independent action in combat. As,a supporting 
weapon the raison d’etre of the field arti,llery becomes 
that of rendering assistance by firing direct and general 
supaort missions to a combat arm capable of taking in; 
dependent decisive action. Consequently, the general 
mission of all field artillery, including that of We 

’ North Korean Army, may be resolved into two parts:.’ i. 
Firstly, it supports infantry and’armored units by,fire, 

. 

neutralizing or destroying th’ose’targets which arc,most 
dangerous to them; and secondly, it gives depth to ebm- , 
bat by counterbattery fire, 

s 
by fire on hostile rese’rves, 

by restricting movement in rear areas, and by disrupting 
hostile command agencies. 

i 
Yet, by reason of recurrent 

and severe shortages of artillery weapons, ammunition 
and signal equipment, those missions frequently exceeded 
the limited capabilities of North Korean artillery? .The 
shortages in the case of: signal equipment, for instance, 
are so critical that contact with supported units must 
at times be maintained by liaison officers who in turn 
rely on messengers for the transmission of fire mission 
requests. The artillery commander of.the North Korean 
13th.Division supplied the’ following illuminating com- 
ment, on the apalling state of signal communications 4-5 
within his command: ‘IThe T/O authorized three radios 
per firing battery and four per battalion headquarters... 
The regiment started the war with a fall T/O allotment I 
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but by 22 August 1950 (the date of the PW's capture) had 
only four in working condition. There were few trained 
operators and almost no maintenance." 
flow of ammunition to front line 

Furthermore, the 
troops had been reduced 

to a,mere trickle by the interdictory efforts of UN air . 
power, and from the time of the rcut and subsequent re- 
organization of the Forth Korean Army, artillery weapons 
were a1mos.t non-existent in the majority of enemy combat 
inits unt.ltl the spring of 1951. (1) * * 

ning 
Apart from ,logistical factors the lacir of plan- 

and .foresight on the part of comkanders has also 
some occasions, 

'on 
operated to prevent the proper perfor;ance 

of artillery missions. An excellent illustration of this 
is contained in the following captured enemy directive 
dated 24 August 1950, issued by a regimental commander’of 
the 6th North Korean Division: 

Vhen an infantry unit is advancing toward 
the enemy front the regimental artillery must provide sup- 
port e Since this has often been neglected we have sl.f- 
fered huge losses. Worse than this, however, is the fact 
that the most important infantry weapons such as heavy 
machine.guns and,rcortars are often not bsought to the 
front. This proves the inability of coiT?manders to plan 
battles and organize marches.” (2) 

In the realm of eqvipmellt, too, the North Korean 
Army has found itself severely handicapped due to the 
Soviet practice of equipping sattelite armies with obso- 
lescent or obsolete weapons. Speaking of the 45mm M-1942 
antitank pun, the principal antimechanized weapon of the 
enemy in KOREA during the early part of the war 
former chief of rear services of the North Koreln 

the 

sion, a senior colonel, states: 
5th Divi- 

“This weapon was very in- 
effective against medium or heavy tanks becal>se of its 
lightness.. Some were used as antiaircraft pIins but their 
slow rate of fire proved them valueless, The North Korean 
Army was auick to abandon these weapons when retreating.” 
(31 

The cl-mulative impact of these limiting factors 
combined wit? the greatly superior artillery and tactical 
air strength enjoyed by UN Forces drastically curtailed 
the use oT Worth Korean artillery. In the past the enemy 
relied more upon darkness and concealment rather than 
artillery as a cover under which to maneuver troops. Al- 
though major commanders of the enemy have repeatedly in- 
structed their subordinates that daylight attacks are not 
impossible, they seem to recognize that North Korean tac- 
tical operations are subject to serious limitations and 
combat during daylight hours may prove very costly and 
hazardous. 
shows ‘! 9 

“Our exoerience in night combat up to now 
writes the commander of the North Korean 6th Divi- 

sion in a directive dated 24 August 1950, "that we can 
operate only four to five hours in the dark, once we 
start night attacks between 2300 and 2400 hours and, 
therefore, if the battle continues until dawn we are 

----Y.-w 

(1) TIS (ADV) 771, 789, 831, 31-30, 3152, 3153, 4010. 1468, 1488, 2861, 2914, 

(2) ELIMY DOC #4 P/13. 
(3) TIS (ADV) 2255. ~~~~ASS~~~~~ 
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like’iyi ‘to suffer’ 10s ses . From now on use daylight hours , 
for comba+ preparations and commence the attack, stion’, 
after sunset. Concentrate your battle actions mostly at 
night and thereby captu’se enemy.base positions.” (4): , 

h 

_a. 
The tactical doctrine of the .North Korean Army ,_ -’ 

as: it appliesto artillery appears .with minor exceptions, 
to be a reflection of accepted Soviet artillery tactics. 
One exception lies in the strength of nan-divisional 
corps, army and GHQ artillery reserves. In the Soviet 
Union, although the exact figures are not available, 
artillery controlled by higher echelons amounts to con- 

‘siderably more than 20% of the total. In the North .Ko- 
rean Army, on the other hand, almost all artillery rs 
concentrated within the infantry divisions, where its 
employment has been dictated by shortages of weapons and, 
equipment, the low mobility of the North.Korean Army and 
the rugged nature of the Korean terrain. ( 9 

c 

3 

. 

B. Offensive Employment of Artillery 

A ‘study of available information”indicates that 
North Korean offensive doctrine, mirroring that of the 
Soviet Army calls for rcpidity of maneuver of the 
flanks’culm&ating in a single or double envelopment un,- 
der cover of the concentrated fire of all supporting 
weapons o In a combat order dated 24 Au ust 1950 the 
commanding general of the North Korean 0: th Infantry 
Division gives eloquent expression to this concept: “As 
I have frequently informed unit commanders regarding the 
tactics to be used in attacking US troops, it is more 
advantageous to attack the flanks and rear instead of 
assaulting the enemy front. Thus, by quick envelopment 
and occ,upation of enemy positions a telling blow e,an be 
dealth the enemy. In the battle of YABAN-SAP, however, 
the 1st Battalion of the. 15th Infantry Regiment, in 
spite of the oppurtvnity it had to attack the enemy 
flanks, assaulted only the enemy front. Consequently, 
though the enemy position was captured, the operation 
was exceedingly difficult and resulted in many casual- 
ties.“! (6) 

To orovide the basis of fire required for the “I 
-- 

execution of this maneuver, the North Korean enemy seems 
to have adopted the Soviet grovpment technique in the 
tactical organization of his artillery for combat. Unf 
der this system’it is the responsib.ility of the artillery 
commander, working together with members of the unit 
operations section, to make a careful estimate of the 
artillery requirements for each snecific operation. Ob- 
taining its general definition from the commander’s tat- 
tical plan of maneuver, this estimate is based on an 
analysis of U?l capabilities, as reflected by available 
intelligency information, and a personal on-the-spot 
reconnaissance which the artillery officer makes together 
with the division commander. In accordance with this 
study , all available artill.ery, including that organic to 
subordinate units, may be formed into groupments,tailored 

(4) ENEMY DOC #4 P/13. 
( 5) TIS (ADV) 771; KT 0900; ENEMY DOC. #4 P/18, 
(6) ERSMY DOC #4 P/13. 
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to meet the requirements of each phase of the projected 
operation, Self-propelled guns 9 antitank guns and even 
the mortars of the infantry regiments’and battalions may 
become a part of an artillery’groupment. If the division 
is to make the main effort, artillery from other divisions 
may also be attached and included in these teams, The 
use of the artillery of neighboring divisions c’orpensates 
in part for the scarcity of artillery at corps and higher 
levels. For purposes of tactical contrcl over these 
groupments and to facilitate planning, each attack opera- 
ticn is divided into three phases: preparatory fire 
assault support fire and fire during the period of p:ne- 
tration and consolidation. 
operation? 

Depending on the phase of the 
amount of artillery available, the nature of 

the terrain and scheme of maneuver artillery groupments 
may be held in general support, be’assigned a direct sup- 
port mission or be attached to a subordinated unit. Ex- 
cept during the preparatory fire phase, very Littlo 
artillery is held in general support. For example, in 
the initial communist invasion across the 38th Parallel 
the 4th Llfantry Division, according to a field order 
dated 22 June 1950, held only the attached corps artillery 
battalion in general support during the assault and pene- 
tration phases. 
however, 

During the period of preparatory fire, 
normal employment seems to call for the assign- 

ment of the bulk of artillery to general support missions, 
The centralization of control, indispensable to the ef- 
fective application of preparatory fire, is assured by 
assigning in the unit operations plan, 
sions to all artillery groupments 

specific fire mis- 
even to and including 

those initially attached to subordinate units With the 
crcssing of a predetermined phase line during’the assault, 
the control of the majority of these units is decentral- 
ized and they are assigned fire missions of direct assist- 
ance to subordinate combat teams. Thfs passing of con- 
trol, from centralized during the prenaratory fire phase 
to decentralized during the assault a&d penetration is 
particularly necessary in the r\Torth Korean Army due’to 
the shortage of signal equipment, which precludes effici- 
ent control of all supporting artillery through a central 
staff. The amount of artillery to be assigned to subor- 
dinate units varies with the plan of maneuver, While it 
is customary for the enemy to concentrate his fire povrer 
in the sector of the main effort, 2s a rule of thumb he 
uses a ratio of one artillery battalion to a regiment of 
infantryaand an artillery battery to an infantry battal- 
ion. (7) 

Generally speakinp, the objective of preparatory 
fire, accordins to North Korean tactical concents are to 
break up the enemy command and observation system: 
neutralize hostile supporting weapons, to open gaps 

to 

through hostile defenses and to soften up the opaonent’s 
defending forces. These functions are detailed in a cap- 
tured enemy field order 9 issued by the 4th Infantry Divi- 
sion on 22 June 195'~~ 9 as follows: 

“The general function of artillery during the 
time of preparation for attack is: 

m-w- 

(7) TIS (mv) 771, 785 1271, 3183; KT 0638; 
f&5'17, #c; P/48, 200118, 201033; CURRENT :%: g 
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“a. ‘To cripple and destroy .the enemy’s, 
fighting power on his defense line. . 4- 

“b. To break down the enemy’s artillery ’ 
positionsi engineer fire positions as wellas permanent 
fire positions. _ . 

“C. To construct .a path through obstacles. 
on the enemy’s defense line, 

‘+d . 
CHOMRANG* 

To hold off the enemy from the’ line 
through PUJCPTONG* to CR’OCH’ON-NI”. 

“e. To prevent the enemy’s observation from 
posts on the defense lines.” 

To achieve the desired results the field order 
prescribed that “artillery preparatory’fire ~311 be leid 
down for jOSminutes--15 minutes bombardment and 15 
minutes repid fire”. 
doctrine dictates that 

Although North Korean artillery 
preparatory firing be continued 

until the senior commander is satisfied that the desired 
ef feet has been achj.eved Y practical logistical considera- 
tions apparently have operated to thwart any lavish ex- 
penditures’ of ammunition. One informant speaks of an 
artillery preparation of two hours duration- but all 
other sources agree that approximately 30 minutes of pre- 
paration is normal and at times preparatory fires of only’ 
10 minutes’ duration have been employed, Another stand- 
ard procedure in the North Korean Army is the practice 
of opening the artillery preparation by directing a sud- 
den intense concentration cf available fire power at the 
UN main line of resistance and at known firing positions 
within that line. 
15 minutes. 
rated with 20 

During 
This concentration may last from 5 to 

this time, ‘the target area is satu- 

1,000 sq ft. 
to 24 rounds of artillery ammunition per 
This may be followed by a period of system- 

atic observed fire for the purpose of destroying firing 
positions and personnel targets revealed during the . 
initial concentration, During the period of preparatory 
fire, North Korean artillery doctrine considers it pro- 
per to execute one or more false transfers of fire in 
order to deceive the opponent as to the actual time of 
assault and to inflj.ct a maximum number of casualties. 
A final intense concentration of artillery fire, - 
panied by fire from automatic infantry weapons, s%~~?mes” 
precedes the actuel assault, The technique of deliver- 
ing preparatory fire as outlined above is illustrated, 
with the exception of a false transfer in a captured ” 
combat order issued by the North Korea: 9th Infantry 
Division on 28 August 1950: 

‘%or best effect, the 23-minute artillery 
preparatory fire shall be carried out as follows: 
ardment for 5 minutes; 

bomb- 
regular firing for 15 minutes; 

bombardment for 3 minutes, 
especially, concentrated ,and 

During the final bombardment, 
simultaneous fire shall’ be 

employed together with the infantry’s heavy machine guns 
and antiaircraft machine guns.” (8) 

(8) ~‘1s @ST) 771, 1242, 1607, 1790; ENJZMY DOC #4 P/18, 
#15 P/62, 200118; CURRENT TRAYS #3 P/2. 



lery pieces are emplaced secretly, under cover of da.rk- 
For the application of preparatory fire, artil- 

ness, in well-camouflaged, forward positions. In the 
case of flat-trajectory weapons direct l$yi.ng is empl.oyed 
v!herever possible and a firing position situated from 500 
to 1,000 yd from UN lines is considered ideal. Norma 1 
targets for these weapons are personnel, tanks, infantry 
weapons, obstacles and light field fortifications. The 
82mm and 12Omm mortars, which the North Korean Army 
classifies as artillery and employs in an artillery role, 
are normally emplaced in defilade positions and used to 
attack personnel and infantry weapons in the UN main line 
of resistance by means of observed fire. Ccrps artillery, 
identified as such only in captured enemy combat orders 
but presumed 9 on the basis of identifications scettered 
through PW interrogation reports, to be the Soviet 122mm 
gun or gun-homitzer, is employed during the preparatory 
fire phase in o general support mission to deliver coun- 
terbattery fire, interdict supply lines in the UN rear 
and deny potential evenucs of retreat. (9) 

Under cover of the preparatory fire the assault 
echelon advances to and occupies the assault line, which 
is established as close to the UN front as is consistent 
with the nature of the terrain and safety from. the enemy’s 
own artillery (usually 200 to 250 yd) . With the start of 
the assault, the general and direct support artillery 
transfer their fires to appropriate targets in the depth 
and on the flanks of the UN position. This transfer of 
fire, vlhich intrcduces the assault support phase of the 
artillery operation, is executed either at the signal of 
the division commander or automatically as directed by 
the unit operations plan. In general, the mission of 
artillery during the assault consists in the’continued 
neutralization of UN fire power, engagement of reserves 
to prevent counterattacks, isolation of the UN defenders 
from reinforcement and supply, denial of withdrawal 
routes and continued support of North Korean infantry and 
armor attack formations as the breakthrough gains depth 
and momentum. Targets of opportunity impeding the pro- 
gress of the assault are engaged by 45mm and 76m weapons 
organic or attached to infantry regiments and battalions. 
These guns neutralize their targets by direct laying from 
the flanks and through the intervals between platoons. 
Particular a.ttention is paid to the neutralization of 
enemy firing positions discovered on the flanks. (10) 

The occupation of the opponent’s first line of 
defense signals the forward displacement of direct support 
artillery. Before the engagement opens, the infantry com- 
mander indicates to all supporting units the sequence of 
displacement and priority of passage over cleared routes 
of advance. Artillery displaces by echelon in a leap- 
frogging manner; approximately tno-thirds of the artil- 
lery pieces remain in firing positions, while the other 
third are on the mcve. In the course of this forward dis- 
placement, artillery units as a rule become directly 
attached to one of the assault regiments, Nevertheless, 
the enemy retains a degree of flexibility even in the 

(9) TIS (ADV) 771, 1093 1242 15959 1607, 1611, 1790; 
EN-EMY DOC #4 P/18, $15 P/&2, 200118; CURRENT TRANS 
x3 P/2. 

(10) ENEXY DCC #4 P/18 200117, 200118. 
Lwl ,&~r’~j~~ 
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Control of ar.tillery directly attached to supported 
units,, and at any stage of .the operation, the senior 
commander may recapture contro.1 of artillery that has 
been so attached. Fire power, according to.Nor’th Korean 1 
offensive doctrine; may be reassigned ‘even during the 
course of an attack and commanders are’enjoined to ex- 
ploit the local success o;f any unit with the -full weight ~ P 
of all available weapons. (11) 

Cnce a significant penetration through hostile 
defenses has been effected it becomes the primary mis- ’ 
sion of’ artillery to engag; the opponent’s reserves 
prevent counterattacks and isolate the battlefield iy 
cutting the routes of reinforcement, supply and vlith- _I 
drawal. of the defending forces. The duties of that sec- 
tion of the artillery reteined under centralized control 
are exemplified by the following excerpt from a combat 
order issued by the North Korean 9th Infantry Division 
on 28 August 1950: 

“During the period of battle in the pene- 
tration area, the division artillery shall protect the 
infantry’s advance, gradually shift to concentrated fire, 
destroy enemy concentration areas and interdict enemy 
rear mobilization roads and counterattacks bv employing 
the standing ,barrage method of fire. Employing corps . 
artillery it shall destroy the enemy artillery emplace- 
merits, cut off the enemy withdrawal routes, neutralize 
enemy reserve areas 9 and prevent counterattacks of the 
enemy reserve.” (12) ( , P 

Initially, offensive artillery tactics, of the 
North Korean’Army r’ere .geared to combat viith an opponent 
inferior in fire power, ‘armor and a3r support., However, . ” 
with the entry .of UN Forces into the Korean conflict; 9 
the enemy sustained crippling personnel and materiel 
losses --particularly in his armor and heav?er supporting 
weapons--at the hands of a superior UN air and artillery ) 
arm and was forced to restrict his combat operations ’ t 
primarily to the hours of darkness. As a cwnseyuence, 
the,North Korean Army acquired considerable proficiency 

P 

in night tactics and evolved a revised operational dot- 
trine based on expediency and experience on the field of 
battle. 

* 
According to these modified tactical concepts, 

successful night attacks depend upon simplicity of 
maneuver, detailed preparations and surprise. The com- I 
manding officer, on the basis of a reconnaissance made 
during hours of davlight, establishes the line of de- 
parture, assault line and mission for each subordinate 
unit, Artillery concentrations are prepared in advance 
to neutralize personnel, destroy firfng positions and 
neutralize or breach hostile defenses In’the sector of 
the attack. Adjustment of fire on Se!.ected targets is 
conducted during daylight hours pri~or to the attack. 
Freparatory fires are often omitted in order that the 
element of surprise may be maintained.. In this case the 
artillery goes into action automatically when the edvanc- 
ing infantry draws hostile fire. Organic or a.ttached 
82mm mortars, 45mm antitank guns and 12.7mm antiaircraft x 
machine guns advance with and on .the flanks of -the . ,, 

(11) ‘E!BMY D@C i’4 P/18, 200118. 1 
c 

(12) ENELMY DOC #4 p/18, 200118. 
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infantry battalion, firing on targets designated by the 
infantry comrrsnder, In addition, up to a battalion of 
division art,illery may be attached to an infantry bat- 
talion in a night attack operation. 
true where 

This is particularly 

10th Division 
as in the case of the 25th Infantry Regiment, 

, in its night assault ‘on the NAKTONG River 
line, a deep penetration at the flank was cantemrlated to 
cut the defending unit ‘ s avenue of withdrawal. When the 
attack is successful, the objective is imrlediately organ- 
ized for defense and artillery,displaces forward. In the 
event the initial assault is repulsed, North Korean tacti- 
cal doctrine calls for an immediate r&crganiza.ticn and an 
attack against the seme sector preceded by an intense 
artillery preparation, although field reports indicate 
that enemy units seldom had the necessary staying power, 
coDbat efficiency or resupply potential to Fount several 
sue-essive assaults on the same objective, (13) 

C, Defensive EmployRent of Artillery 
. 

Based on the Fssurrption that no active aid from 
outside sources rVou!o’ be !‘orthcoDing for their intend.ed 
victim, Perth Korean military 1 eaders probab’ly antici- 
pated that once the core of initial resistance had been 
penetrated the drive to the southern ccast would be vir- 
tually iunopposed, As a result of .t!Tis erroneous strate- 
gic estimate, the pre-war training program of the Worth 
Korean Army stressed the offensive phase of combat to the 
virtua 1 exclusion of defensive preparati%ons. Hence, 
North Korean corrbat forces were quite unprepared to as- 
surce the defensive posture eventually forced’upon them by 
UN troops, TM’s lack of training and the laxity produced 
among some North Korean troops by the prosecution, until 
ea.rly September 1950, cf an essentia.lly offensive type of 
warfare is graphically illustrated by the following 
directive published on 23 August 1950 by the 6th North 
Korean Division: “As soon as a unit arr%ves at its ob- 
jective it must be strengthened imaediatgly and engineer- 
ing works completed in order to prevent darrage and casual- 
ties from enemy shelling and bon\bing. This practice must 
be thoroughly indoctrinated in ~11 troops ?nd commanders. 
Kore than 8$’ of those li‘ounded in previclls battles were 
hit by shrapnel. T!his proves that our engineering duty 
wa.s neglected. Nova one rarely sees an engineer shovel 
which all troops should hove in their possession at all 
times e Such conditions not only encourage careless hznd- 
ling of equipment but will result in needless sacrifice 
of valuable troops. In future battles unit commanders 
will be held responsible for any losses dl?e to the neglect 
of engineering works. I1 
what appears 

However, by falling back upon 
to be an adaptation of the battle-tested de- 

fensive dcctrine of the USSR, coupled with such passive 
defense measures c?s night movement and camouflage, the 
North Korean enemy has been able to preserve a modicum .of 
organization and tactical efficiency even in the face of 
severe military reverses. (14) 

Positional def erise 9 according to North Korean de- 
fensive doctrine, is a forp of comb$t Tr’hereby a military 
force, making advant:geous.use of favorable terrain and 

(13) TIS (ADV) 1790; 
B’ULLETIP\T $13 P/2. 

EIQXY DOC #20X17, 200118; ATIS 

(14) 3x3 (ADV) 3905; E~IY DOC #4 p/13. 
< 
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available equipment, ,firmly holds, a position with’ the 
minimum’ of troops and material and inflicts heavy losses 
on a superior opponent. But in deference to the offen- 
sive inclinatiofi of Soviet-inspired armies, North Korean * 
military leaders hoid that only an all-out counterattack 
can secure eventual success in defefisive combat, In ap- 
plying these’c’oncepts ‘the enemy works on the theory that F 
strength in a defensive situation requires endurance on 
the part of the troops, coordination of fire power, 
organizaticn.of antitank and antipersonnel obstacles, 
decisive ‘counterattacks and skillful utilization of the 
terrain. The preparation of an adequate defense plan is 
a command function at all echelons. Laxity I.n the for- . 
mulati.cn of such plans is considered a serious military * 
offense punishable by dea.t!l, as revealed by the follo~nl- 
ing order, which was promulgated by the North Korean 
Army High Command‘ in August 1950” --- Officers who did 

. 
not formulate a suitable counterdefense plan for their 
subordinate units and troops will bc executed as crimi- ’ 
nals by a firing squad before officers of their own 
unit.” . 

Due’ to chronic shortages in communication fa- 
cil.ities) effective coordination of fire power has been 
most difficult of attainment in the North Korean Army. - 
In an offensive situation, as was brought out’ previously, 
this handicap csn be ‘offset to some degree by detailed 
prior, platiinp. In a defensive posture 9 however, IFThere 
the initiative lies with the opponent, adequate means of _ 
rapid communication become essential to centralized corn- 
mand . Thus, the lack of signa.1. equipment was probably ;P 
an important factor in motivating the Morth KoreankArmy 
to adopt the. Soviet concept of decentralized defense. 
Under this system, the positional defensive area is+com- b 
pcsed of a number of self-sufficient islands of reslst- 
ante capable of all-around def erse even when completely 
isolated from neighboring forces. The bulk of artillery 
and other supporting weapons are attached to these 
strcng-points and Y except for certain preconceived mis-: 

. sions concerned primarily olith coordinated fire on the 
operate under decentralized con- * final protective 1.ine, 

tr01. l In this type of positional defense, artillery and 
other supporting \fileapons have the following missions: to * 
support the displacement of troops stationed in the 
security line, to harass hostile assembly areas, to en- 
gage hostile assault formations and their supporting i, 
armor, to’fire on the final protective line and to sup- 
port counterattacks. An apparently recent innovation, 
outlined in a captured North Korean document titled 
“Assault Team Tactics” and publis’hed in 1951, is the 
practice of using artillery at night to distract the 
attention of friendly forces and allow special ranger 
teams of the .enemy to’ infiltrate t!>rough UJ’J lines and 
disrupt important military targets in rear areas. De- 
centra.lization is apparent in all. phases of the North 
Korean defensive pattern. The artillery battery’, for in- 
stance, is the normal firing unit, elthouFh there have 
been occasions when the massed fire of an entire bat- 
talion has been used; hovever, that has been the excep- i 
tion rather than the rule. (15) 

-. 
p--I_ -- 

(15) ;‘;“k $V) 771, 789, 17909 3183;. EmflY DOC 88 P/19, 
h 
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In establishing a defensive position, North Ko- 
rean military doctrine prescribes that a command recon- 
naissance be conducted jointly by division, regimental 
and battalion commanders together Tdy7ith the division 
artillery officer and commanders of other supporting wea- 
pons. This reconnaissance is aimed at deciding on the 
most suitable location for the cutpost line, security 
line and main-line of resistance, assigning regimental 
sectors of responsibility and selecting areas to be mined 
or otherlF3 se neutralized by obstacles. Based on the de- 
cision of the division com&nder resulting from this com- 
mand reconnaissance, the artillery officer drafts an 
over-all fire plan for the division. This plan makes 
provisions for the support of the security line, counter- 
battery fire, fire on the final protective line and the 
support of counterattacks. Normally the bulk of the 
division artillery is attached at a ratio of one artil- 
lery battalion to an infantry regiment. 
both oral and visual, 

Simple signals, 
are adopted to call down fire on 

the final protective line. In addition to preparing the 
fire plan as an annex to the division defense order? the 
artillery officer also participates in the formulation of 
antitank defense plans for the division, since North Ko- 
rean artillery plays a vital role in the defense against 
hostile mechanized attacks, In the event of such. an 
attack, the enemy attempts to channelizc hostile tanks 
into preregistered concentrations of antitank end artil- 
lery fire by means of obstacles and mine fields and em- 
ploys his field artil-lery to separate tanks from the 
accompanying infantry for piecemeal annihilation, (16) 

When e division sets up an over-all defense,. fire 
support for the security line is furnished, in accordance 
with the fire plan, by artillery located in the main dc- 
fense .zone and by mortars alhich may for that purpose be 
emplaced in alternate positions in front of the main line 
of resistance. The fire of artillery and other support- 
ing weapons is so planned that it covers the entire front 
of the security line and obstacles forming a part of that 
line. The security line is designed tc eliminate surprise 
attacks, hinder hostile reconnaissance and prevent oppos- 
ing forces from learning the true location of the main 
defensive belt. In furtherance of this design of deceQ- 
tion, North Korean defensive doctrine calls for the con- 
struction of a dummy front line complete with false 
artillery and tar& emplacements. Actually, however, there 
is little evidence to suggest that in the field the enemy 
had the time, supnlies and inclination to construct elabo- 
rate systems of dummy ‘fortifications except in isolated 
instances, although one interrogee reports that in the. 
1st Division of the Vorth Korean III Corps, a platoon of 
engineers is attached to each regiment to supervise the 
setting up of dummy tanks and artillery for the purpose 
of confusing UN Forces and causing UN tactical aircraft 
to expend their missiles fruitlessly. (17) 

The main line of resistance has a depth of 3 to 4 
miles and is divided into regimental and battalion sec- 
tors; the latter in turn consist of a. number of strong- 
- .-- --- 

(16) ENFNY DOC #13 P/7, #14 Pj8, i-15 P/3, 5; ENEW DCC 
SUPPL $5 P/93. 

(17) us (ADV) 5029; .~rumY Dee $13 P/19, $15 P/2. 
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points with Ifortifications and obstacles affording all- 
around .defense’, even when cut off and iselated’. 1.12 con- 
sonance rhlith the divisi.on fire plan, regimental and lower 
commanders assign fire .missions to all organic and,at- 
tached supporting weapohs. Regimental a,rtillery is, ‘to 
a large extent, attached ‘to the battalions, Weapons are” 
assigned sectors of responsibility in such a manner as to 
assure fire.coverage of’ the entire front. Special care 
is devoted to adequate fire protection of intermediate 
zones between individual strong-points. In this connec- 
tion, it is the dutylof the division commander to desig- 
nate to the artillery commander the area occupied by 
combat security troops, their paths of retreat, the ex- 
tent of the unit front, sub-unit areas and duties of sup- 
porting weapons, .:The emplacement of artillery varies 
with the situation and the terrain; but generally speak- 
ing weapons are deployed in depth to assure that any 
penetra$ion of the defense zone csn at once be brought 
under concerted artillery fire. Whenever possible, 
sites sec.ure from mechanized attack and affording good 
fields-of fire to.the flanks and’to.sectors of probable 
armored.penetration are selected. Artillery pieces are 
emplaced, secretly, usually at ni.ght, and are camouflaged 
to prevent premature detection by opposing forces. Once 
a firing position is discovered, it is abandoned and an 
alternate site occupied, Concehtra tions of high- 
trajectory fire sse registered on all depressions along 
the. front end flanks that cannot be covered satisfac- 
torily by fire from automatic weapons. All weapons, of 
course, are zeroed in on the final protective line, 
which usually parallels the front at a distance of 200 to 
4% yd. In order .to assure a coordinated defense, each 
battalion commander is required to draft a sketch of his 
battalion area for submission to the ,regimental command- 
er, indic,ating thexompany sectors, firing positions, 
the ba.ttalion fire plan and plan for counterattack. 
(18) , . 
. 

The initial shock of an attack against a typicaL 
North Korean defensive system is absorbed by the secnri$y 
line. Since it is one of the functions of the security 
line’to conceal the true location of the main Une of 
resistance, fire missions in support of the troops oc- ’ 
cupying this line are delivered from alternate rather 
than primary firing positions within the main line of 
resistance and weapons not assigned a security support 
mission are kept well concealed, When the pressure be- 

.comes too, strone, the security forces under ‘the cover of‘ 
supporting weapons fall back on the main line of resist- 
ante. Thereupon, the North Korean enemy unlimbers his 
hitherto concealed fire power. Commanders are cautioned 
against prematurely revealing the location and. strength 
of artillery support end maximum fire power is not I 
ordinarily employed until the opponent has advanced to 
within approximately 450 yd of the front. To effect 
surprise and produce shock, Worth Korean defensive doc- 
trine recommends that supporting fires be concentrated 
and delivered simultaneously by all weapons’upon a pre- 
arranged signal by the divis‘ion commander. When UN * 
Forces succeed in occupying a portion of the main 

\ 

b 

(18) TIS (ADV) 771, -789, DOC 
87 ?2j #14 P/5, 

1730 31830 ENJXY 
6, 8, 10,‘#15’P/‘29 
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defensive system, enemy tactics prescribe that all avail- . 
able fire fill be focused on ‘ihe threatened sector. , At 
the same .time a de,ternined counterattack is to be mdunted 
against the flailks of the penetrating force, Tactics em- 
ployed ih the counterattack para.llel those that have al- 
ready been discussed .in the preceding section on the of- 
fensive employment of artillery. (19) 

Jhen the tactical situ9 tion and a grew tly superior 
opponent preclude the establishincnt of a positional de- 
f ense 9 1Torth Korean military doctrine calls for delaying 
actiolz in successive positions to trade space for time 
and to inflict t:le naxi.n~~.~~ possible personnel and material 
losses on the ettocker. In his militcry termiilology, the 
enemy refers to this type of action o s mobile defense, 
In executing this maneuver 9 etch unit occupies ts~o lines 
of defeilsc simultaneously but concentrates the bulk of - 
its strength on the forr:srd position. The distailco be- 
tween regimenta 1 1iileS Ls such tk3 t the attacker 9 Ir?ving 
occupied the one, r.lust displ3ce his artillery before he 
wn as?ault the .rcar position, Pert of the rrtillcry is 
employed L’.ildcr GccGntrclized control by attaching it to 
units in the forwrd positiorAg ~lr;lilc the remainder is 
concentrated in thG rc;?r and fires under control of the 
senior comma rider . 7eapons are emplaced to permit engege- 
mcnt of the atteck;cr at maximum ranges in order to force 
him to deploy his forces elld i:l~Bo time-consuming prep?ra- 
tions- for ali 2 ssault, In order fv.rtlzer to i-~ ra ss 2nd dc- 
lay the OppollOllt , aifibushcs and obstacles are preprrod snd 
covered by fire from supporting :!eapoils. GeTore clcmcnts 
in for%rd positions c8n bc pinned do:!n by hostile fire? 
they withdralr along previously selected routes offering 
cover and concca lnont . The 7rithdrawal is accompznicd by 
small-scale diversionary countcrattecks and is covered by 
the fire of ,711 supporting wagons, Artillery units 
attached to the disp1Pci.n.g ;lcmcnts rctycpt by echelon, 
using a leapfrog-like l;lc?nc-uver ?&ich permits continuous 
support by at least tno-thirds of the normal fire po-wr. 
In the event fornpi~d units find it impossible to dis- 
onga.gc, a dotcn:G.ncd counterattack directed Pt the f la~nks 
of the att~ckcr is mounted iu?dor the direction of ‘the 
senior conii!landcr and supported by all ava iltlble weapons., 
But because of absolute -iri\T eir superiority pnd acute shoi?t- 
ages of heevier nc.a pons 2nd ammunition 

3 
the cnemy pr Cf OrS 

to effect the rrithdrao8.1 of his forwr clcmcnts cii masse 
after dnrk ~nct under tli; cover of spcci~ lly-o?ganizcd 
security dotachm~ilts cep,oblc of dclivcring hc,o.vy volumes 
of automatic :.wpon fires (20; 

Altho~.gh ;?il opcr--Lion of p spcchalized c!3r3cterg 
the defense ol” c mountainous sector is occordcd consider- 
able s;ircss by the Zorth Lori?a 4ri:ly l~~c~uso of the rugged 
iic turc of the Korc3 n t opogra phy , Ii1 this type of dcfcnsq, 
enemy doctrine c3 11s for the organization in depth of !;oy 
hci$~ts in. such a menncr OS to aTford ?!ll-around protec- 
tion end at the some time permit tk effective control of’ 
loa ground by fire power. Flat trajectory artillery is 
emplaced near the nilit?ry crest so 2s to minimize dead 
space 2nd to ~lllow cnfitide fire 2nd barrages to be leid 
on the epproaches and draws leading to tkc defense posi- 
tion.. Intcrmediatc areas betwen strong-points and 

.- 
..e *a -es A--e I -w-1-* - 
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(20) 3PlZFlY ,DOC, >+14 P/24, 



1~ > b..s* i 8, 1 ” B ._. I _ /j “I 1 .y, i\-*.‘^r / 
‘1 

~~~~~SS~~~~~ 
r 

‘., .‘. ~ 

appikehes ‘to surrounding I&-$~ g?ound are secured‘ by 
obsteclcs and fire fr$ supportIng :rcapons. ?lor$zrs and * ’ 
artillery capable* of high-angle. fire are emplaced on the 
rcvcrse’sltipe and made responsible for fire into adj@ccn$’ 
areas’ and doqd &aces. Since hilly terrain enhances the 
norma 1 comwnication diYP icul’tics of the enemy alld rc- 
stricts fields of fire and observation, command of artil- 
lcry in motintain ~arfarc is dwcntralizcd. Sectors of 
rcspon”sibility arc assigned by the senior commander, 
110wVCP ) and boundaries arc designated that do not coin- 
cidc T!ith roads or draws, for IIorth Korean militclry dot- 
trinc specifics that such terrain features must bc con- 
trolled by fFre under a unif icd Comnan6. ?nd should not be 
jeopardized by a (Evision of responsibility. (2%) 

n D, Artillery bIzrchcs * 
Due to comploto UN air sup&iority, movcmcnt of 

troops ?nd equipment, by ntitcver method utilized, is 
normlly 6ccomplishcd under covdr of darkness. Indi car 
tions are tlwt i-~henevw the tactical sitwtion permits, 
the march is by units of division strength w;th control 
ccntrzlizcd aild planning c;xccuted by the operations SCC- 
tion’of division hcsdquartcrs. Upon approach to the 
area of combat 9 hot-fever, Or nhcn air attacks arc anti- 
cipptcd, dispersion is considered necessary and movcmcnt 
may Be medc by units of regimental or battalion strength.. 
There *is reason to bclicvc tint the artillery rogimcnt, 
due to its heavy cquiphcnt 9 novcs indcpendcntly of the 
main body when traversing difficult terrain, siilce in- 
fantry units tend to avoid main rozds ?.nd travel over 

’ trails and mountnifious country to avoid ‘detection by UN.-. 
Forces . ‘.ii.th the possible exception of the 76m pack 
1ioMtzars ,of ,thc infantry r~cgincqt such tcrixin is not 
suitable ror the movcncnt ol’ astil cry. f A cz.pt5. ii1 in 
the; artillery rcgimcnt of the 47th Division @scribes 
the norw.I m8rcli order, of his division c?s follows: j ‘. 
“During the day 1.~ never moved in groups of rcgud8.i 
or division strength. At most one platoon opcrntcd on 
lie ison duty, At night the cntirc division r-loved, i?ith 
the di.st?nce bctvrccn scgincnts wryin& from l* to 2-$- 
mi2e.s. Tll~ order’ of march w.s lst, 2d and 3d in$;$try 
regiments folXoncd by the artillery regiment.” 
am&ulition tr,?in, if ilorsc drawn, norches from 1 to 2* ’ 
miles to the rear of the wit.; if motorized, P distance 
of 5 miles is maintained. (22) L 

The artillery rGgincnt of iiorth Korcen infantry 
divisions was origi;wlly equipped to novc by organic 
motor trrnsportation; but due ,to bnttlc losses and lock 
of replecemeilts very ~C-YI trucks c?rs avsiloblc at present. 
Consoquently,..~~~icn on the move; crtillcry is gcileral- 
ly drawn by h’orscs or oXOil 2nd one P:j cvcn states that 
in h&s ‘unit the 45mm ‘antitank guns ?xrc moved by iLlan- 

Norma’lly, vjhon trucks arc available they 
g,“‘,‘tgi under blackout conditions to aGoid d:tectioi? by .. 
UN aircraft; but headlights shaded p6.th 2 dark cloth ark 

frequently switched. or-i in trcvcrsing a particularly dif- 
ficult ‘stretch of road.., Ali+ough lookouts arc somstirxs . 1 
posted a long important roads to warn ol” the approach of 
c ------ _I.. - -.a-- ~ 

(21) 3i3%MY DOC? #I.4 P/22, $15 p/27, 2C8 29. :: 
(22) TIS (ADV’)’ 235; / ATIS BULI.ZTI~ $1” P/l; AUl?Z,RG 

2B-iJ-$, l.5, 27, 56, $4, 69, 70, 74, (?Ts 97. 
,; , 

~~~~~~~SS~~~~~ 18 

I 

, 

1 

F 

c 

I 

I 

h 

Q 

‘f 

J 

a1 

* 

4 

e- 



‘UN aircraft’ LlOSt CllCliq~ prisoilers State th2.t there is il0 
special aatiaircraft r-laming systm for units on the 

133 i? C h l 9 2.ilyOllC Vfho SCCS 01' llcers PlailCS simply ShoUts 
‘tplanes*t 01: 'leir raid” or fires his weapon, lLI& rching 
troops appamntly arc little concerned with night-f lying 
hostile aircraft. 
typica 1 P7, 

IfA t night ahi lc rm rchillg’* ,, stat c s a 
"Cvcn if the cncmy planes i"lcn'ovoP~~-us w 

continued mrching . 
mare of airplaimst ‘I. 

The officer norcly mrned ust ‘Be- 
But vehicular traffic stops when 

an sir ti1cr-t is sounded and crews take shelter on either 
side of the road. (23) 

Although UN daillage to roads aild bridges has iti- 
pcded the moverlent of Horth Korean artillery, the encny, 
by utilizing cffcctivc though sinple ilothods of road rc- 
pair and strenn crossing, 
move his 

eventually has been able to 
supporting noapoils f omard. The 13th Division 

artillery officer, for instance, describes tile first 
crossing of the i:AICTOHG River as follonsj “At NAI-X’OI~G-NI 
(36’22 *N-128°18rE) the artillery roginoilt m s ferried 
across the WAKTOiiG River Oil pontoii rafts r.lcasuriiig 2 by 7 
by 3% mctcrs. These rafts !7erc hauled to the river area 
Oil trucks fron the II Corps Ikadqmrters by c?il engineer 
unit of 30 mm. The individual wooden poiitons used r.lea- 
surcd 5 by l-$- Deters aild five poiltons fol’md one ‘raft 
having a total capacity of oilc fully-‘loaded lo-nhcelcd 
truck, 0ilC 7Qmr3 J!& 1942 gun or 122~1 EL1938 houitzcrt and 
10 to 15 troops, These barges ricre propelled by oars and 
it tool; five hours for tno barges to tm.nsport OilC rrtil- 
lery battalion across the 200~netcr nide river.” (24) 

On the basis of informtion obtaiilod fron recon- 
ilaissailccr cler.lcnts, tilC cileny selects bivouac areas for 
his artillery affording 123tLwaE cover oil& concw lLlWlt. 
Locations at the foot of ~L~ouiYmins9 
l.iges but ii1 ai1 area of 

amy from large vil- 
sccttcrcd houses, are preferred. 

Du.rin~ ter.lporary halts on a road mrch,’ vehicles and aca- 
pans are canouflagged. and concealed as ml1 as the situa- 
tiori pernits... They are p?efcrably parked under natural 
cover such as a grove of trees, a cave, village houses or 
at tl:e foot of 8il inc*line.. If such natural cover is not . 
available 9’ potcntia.1 targets 3rc canouflaged by Illeaiis of 
fresh vegetationt hay or prepared aild irnproviscd ,cmou- 
flog0 llets. .Durmg winter, vehicles zild guns cre either 
painted white or covered rrith !-Mte cloth: Rorscs and 
other draft aninals are conpletely blanketed in l;lhitc ex- 
cept.for eyeholes. DuYing’ stop-avers in ca;:lps, sentries 
equipped l:ith field glasses o?o posted oil comlandiilg e 
ground 3,s c ircreft look-outs. Upon the approach of hos- 
tile plailes they sound an air alert by shouting, blo~!ing 
a ?-Jhistlc- or firiilg their ~‘~capons, (25) 

%.- Sclcction >ild Organiz?tFon of Firing Positiom 

brtillmy positiohs arc selected in hckordailcc 
!:rith the dictates of the prevailing tactical situation, 
the artillery ~fission and the trajectory aild range of the 
weapon to bo enplaced. As pointed out in preceding para- 

(23) 
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graphs, artillery sites in an offensive situation are. 
selected me11 foryfard to facilitate exploitation of a . 
breakthrough.- ‘?/hen, on the other hand, a defensive ._ 
nosture is assumed by the JJorth Korean Army,’ artillery 
‘Is echeloned in depth to afford fire cover throughout 
the defense zone; In either situation it. appears that 
appropriate areas f&r emplacing supporting. weapons gen- 
e”ra1J-y %re designated- by the infantry commander at each 
level for organic and attached artillery on the basis of 
information acquired during the course of the command 
reconna.issance; in the case of the division artillery? 
areas are selected upon reconnaissance data supplied by 
the reconnaissance and survey platoon. As a rule of 
thumb, Xorth Korean artillery doctrine provides that the 
firing positions of artillery groupments (normally of 
battalion strength) in support of an infantry regiment 
shall, be within 2,000 to 2.,500 yd of the infantry front, 
An arti.llery regiment, if .employed as a unit, occupies 
en area, from 1,000 to 1,500 yd in width and from 3,000 to 
,!T9500 yd in depth. SeLection of the exact ,firi.ng -poai- 
tibn for each yleapon within the general area ,designated 
by the infantry commander seems to be left to. the dis- 
cretion of the commanding officer of each supporting 
ti‘tillery battery; however, the emplacement, of antitank 
guns ‘proceeds under the personal direction of infantry 
battalion commanders. In general,. the firing positions 
of all supporting tleapons antitank guns as well as field 
artillery, are so chosen lmt the field of fire covers 47 

‘~11 norma. targets and all potential avenues af mechan- 
ized attaak within the assigned sector of responsibility. 
:rlherever possible, a rtillery is emplaced in areas in- 
accessible to tanks and offering natura.3 cover and con- 
cealment from hostile air and ground observation. Vhe n 
tactical requirements permit, guns are emplaced in 
def’ilade behind hills or at the edge of a :rooded area.. s 
In villages and towns, sites in or near bombed out build- 

,.ings, are preferred, If the tactical situation so die- 
tates, antitank guns may even be set up on an open road3 
but alienever possible sites are selected on. small wooded 
hills offering concealment and at the same time an all- 
around field of observation anp,fire; Nor-tars are 
usua.lly emplaced at the bc se of a reverse slope. For ’ 
additional details on antitank gun and mortar positions . 
and’ the conduct of fire with these neoporis, reference 
should be made. to the research study titled “Morth Korean 

-.Deferisive T.acticslf published in ATIS Research Supplement, 
Interrogo.tion Reports, Issue ilo. 96, dpte.d 2c Fjebruary 
19.51, (26) 

.- . 
.North Korean artillery units DS a rule occupy 
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c 
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J 

, 

firing positions at night or during periods of 10~1 
visibility. Rcconnaissnnce a!?d cornbat security person- 
nel are detaiPed by the division commander to guide..the 
command into position. According to Pi7 informatidn 
quoted in G-2, GHQ, Intelligence Summary IJo, ,3141, dated 
,16 April 1951, guns are. normally deployed by battery 
r.rith the intent *of concentrating one battalion in the 

-Y same general area. When terrain features permit, artil- 
lery batteries are usually emplaced. in a line formation / 4. I j 1 

. -.. r- 
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with intervals of 30 yd between 76mr11 guns and 50 yd be- 
tween L22mm artillery piece.?, One artillery officer, the 
commetid-er of the l3th Divisibn ArtiELery Regiment, stc?es 
that at times, hoTwever , a f’l$t W-formation is employed, 
In defensive situations guns“are dug in to a depth of 3 
or 4 ft with the excava.ted’earth banked to the front* 
Although some sources indicate that when time. permits 
log-and-earth-covered sloping pits 6 or 7 ft, deep are 
constructed on either side of the main emplacement to 
provide protection for the crew, ammunition and gun the 
majority of prisoners report that shelters pre cons rutted -E 
only for personnel 2nd ammunition, ~~thile the guns, which 
in any event ere’ileL1 camouflaged or concealed, a.re left 
unattended during UN air a&&s. It may be of interest, 
however 9 to note that the Korth Korean Army in its list 
of engineer priorities subordinates the constSuction of 
personnel shelters and trenches to the establishment 
fortific$.t?Ion pnd concealment of cqmmand and obsekva ?ion 
posts* ,( i%ch firiw bat+ery ConstryCts a command obseeva- 
tion’$ost in f$ont” of the gun positions on ground affqrdw 
ing the be&- available x$,en of the target prea. In accdi- 
tion, each battery normally mans lxo for:lord observation 
posts ahich, if terrain features permit, are loceted 
within 30 to 50 yd of the command observation post and 
about the same distance from one another. If vrarranted 
by the tactical situation 

i 
fknl: and auxiliary observa- 

tion posts may also be se ected. Pwthernore, :t is 
practice r-!ith artillery units of the enemy to displace 
pieces at least once a day to alterwte firing gositions. 
l?hich are xeconnoitered in sdwnce but not prepcred until 
occup3 tion. As a, further neans of deceiving UN aircraft 
and recowissance patrols 

*1 
Horth Korean military doctrine 

prescr.ibes (and corps art1 lery sectioFs,have l?nB in- 
sisted on) the CoilStrUCtioP of dummy firm:, posltlons 
nhen time permits . In the’ post, field commanders appar- 
ently have found it impractical to comply with t!eSe regu- 
la tions. but tno recent ly-ceptured prisoners indxcate 
that t&se directives are currently being followed to 
some extent at least end the t a pie toon of engineers is 
attached ‘to each artillery regiment to supervise the Set- 
ting up ,of decoy tanks and artillery pieces. (27) 

‘.Also advocated by iiorth Xorean doctrine? but 
according to PsU not normally folloned in. tile field? is 
the practice o-i assigning infantry delxc’hments to the 
artillery- to provide security for firing positions. 
Armed primarily *iJith ca rbine s 9 the gun cress thenselves 
are acttially held responsible for the security Of the 
battery erea . The only er&eption to this praCtlCe.~C~CwS 
in E&m horiritzcr batteries; during night firing fsve-o;r . 
six men‘ from the; regimental secarity platoon, armed I:lX’)l 
subma chine guns 9 are normally attached to these batterxes 
as security guards. In addition, four antitank rif1es I 
form part of the organic equipment of the 122mm ,hol;Jitzer L 
bcttery, F;JO of ‘these vcapom are generelly empticccd at 
p distance of about 35 yd from the battery position :! 10% 
the mzin route of approach to the guns nhile the remain- 
- tl-10 ~,ntitz.nk rifles pi-e cnployed to Cover the flanks. 
g% , 
ha-- _-Iw.^-m---- . ,, _.. 

(27) ~1s (ADV) 771 7SSr 127X9 1820,. 3008~ 31133, 5og;dEnr 
17T 0315 ENZKX DOC $14 P/2 I ,+ls P/7; 1 

~%“&.JP;L $5 P?%, 6s9 69. ,. 
(28) TIS (ADV) 50395; ENEMY DOG $6 P/75, #14.P/llr 
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Defensive mea&-es designed to protect Korth Ko- 
rean.artillery from ‘KJ air and artillery strikes are’ ‘. 
primarily of a passive character’; Of these measwes, 
nhich jnclude field fortifications, concealment 9 decept ’ 
tion and camouflage, 
leading role. 

the latter has perhaps played the 
Complete uli air superiority has compelled 

the enemy to develop corxiderable skill at camouf lagging , 
military targets,’ “Camouflagetf, says a former battalion 
commander of the 6th Division Artillery Regiment in ” 
stressing the importance of concealment from air and. 
ground observa, tion, ‘Iis the first consideration of the 
gun crew upon occupying a position,ll Simple, indigenous 
materials such as stran, tnigs, trees, grass and earth 
are utilized either alone or as garnishing for camouflage 
nets which measure 40 by 40 ft and are sometimes issued 
on a basis of two per artillery piece. 
such sets are stretched between trees 

&ere available 9 

the entire gun emplacement. Personnei 
so 2s to cover 
shelters for the 

crew are camouflaged with straw and vegetatione in addi- 
tionl crew members devise their own camouflage nets to. 
be attached to their hats and jackets. During winter 
months reversible (white on one side and brow1 on the 
other) parka s ere issued to the troops and each organizs- 
tion is furnished nith a length of white cloth that may 
be cut up into camo;1flage sheets fpr horses, guns and 
vehicles. (29) 

F. Ammunition Supply 

The battery ammunition supply point is usually 
established in camouflaged dugouts 2 to 3 km to the rear 
of the firing positions. 
76m weapons 

Although the unit of fire for. 
is 140 rounds and that for the 122mm hodit- . 

zers amounts to 60 rounds per piece, only a fraction of 
that amount (20 to 25 rounds for the 76Luil and 10 to l‘j 
rounds in the ca.se of the 122~x1 yjeapons) is kept a.t the 
gun position. In keeping with the logistical doctrine 
of the Lorth Korean Army r-Mch holds that the impetus of 
supply must be from higher to lower echelon, the resupply 
of .ammunition is e function of the divisional artillery 
rear service organization and nhenever the tactica. 
situation and the terrain permit, vehicles of the regi- 
menta.1 ammunition platoon transport ammunition directly 
to the gun positions, Prime movers are apparently. not 
utilized in the resupply effort, but are kept .in con- 
tea L:le It 4 or 5 km to the rear of the gun emplacements, 
-/hen vehicles are not available or nhen their use is 
deemed impracticable or impossible, horse or ox-drayIn 
carts, combat troops and civilians are pressed into 
service as ammunition carriers. For the most part, re- 
supply is accomplished at night; but some reports indi- 
cate that human bearers moving in small groups to avoid 
detection have successfu:.l.y performed their mission in 
broad daylight. An ad&l. i;iona 1 and ra the? unique me’thod 
of bringing ammunition forwrd is related by one P!‘/, who 
states that on three different occasions he saw replace- 
ments come into his organization without individual l;lea- 
pons but loaded down lith ammunition. (30) 

?, 

* 

^ 

c 

c 

, 

b 
-- ,-_Iu 

(29) ;;riy(yv~~10s3, 1607;,33-83, 3779, 3760, 3781,. 

(30) ~1s hx&71 954 995 1007, 1154, 12374 1242, 
li 

1271, 3008, 3s.C3? 4039.' 1 
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%ile resupply :7ithin the oper?tiona.l area of the 
divisional artillery has presented no insoluble problem 
to the North Korean Arn1y due to. the short distances in- 
volved, quite the opposite is true in reer echelons. 
Constant air and naval strikes against the enemyts over- 
extended lines of communication have drastically reduced 
the flo:-!- of ammunition and of most other material. _ The ’ 
resultent shortages have elicited the folloning very 
typical COnmeiIt from the captured chief of staff of 13th 
Division: “S,ince shipment of supplies has become almost 
impossible during daylight hoYurs, the supply of ammuni- 
tion, especially of artillery shells, has been almost 
completely depleted. On 21 September 1950 tile artillery 
ofiicer had to bury some of his pieces for lack of am- 
mun3.t ion0 It An officer FW from tile 4th Division Artillery’ 
Regiment paints an equally grin1 picture: IfAt the time of 
my cepturb (19 August 1950) there 1!ere about tno rounds 
of rmmunitibn per gym for use in emergencies only.tl In- 
deed, most North Korean divisions r!ere obliged to con- 
serve ammunition by limiting the a,pplication of all types 
of artillcsy fire 0 ’ In the 13th Division, for instance, 
the division commander imposed f<ring restrictions which 
limited the artillery to 10 or Sg rounds of ammuni-tion 
per gun per day, In previously plnnned attack situations 
I!here there has beon an opportunity to stockpile Class V 
supplies, the division combat order nornally specifies 
the quantity of ammunition to be cxpendcd on the initial 
and succeeding da,ys of combat, Thus 9 a field order issued 
by the IJorth Xorcen 9th Division prior to its assault on 
the MhKTONG River Line in August 195’0 provided for the 
eXpondituro or 60:: of a unit of fire during the first day 
of combat and 20:.,, during the second and succeeding days. 
An additiona. 1 20$ of a unit of fire’ ws to be reserved 
for the defense of the captured perimeter. All in all, 
the inability of the North Korean enemy to cope succoss- 
fully MU, the logistica 1 difficulties. resulting from UK 
interdiction of his sv.pply lines has imposed severe 
limitetions on the employment of his artillery arm. (31) 

The inferior~quality and age of the irtil’lcry 
am-munition :!hich the USSR initially furilishod to the 
North Korean Army furthor complicated tho logistical 
problems of the enemy. One North Korean officer, a lieu- 
tenant colonel, estimates from’ the vcrdegris deposit 
found on the shell casings that most of the an,lunition 
rcccivcd by his organization n&s four or five years old. 
h senior colonel of tilt Il;orth Xorcan 5th Division further 
states that his unit cxpericllced mai?y nisfircs and duds 
in firing Soviet ammunition. During the first fen nontiis 
of the !alar (until about bctobur 1950) the North Korean 
Army employed only t!Jo typ\,s of aIu:1uilftion, namely 33 
(high axplosivc) and .4P (armor piercing), In conjunction 
with these rounds tho Soviet’ XT!&1 point-detonating fuze, 
to ~~hicli a nose cap ma,y bc affikd for a slightly doleycd 
burst 9 was used almost c:;clusivcly. In’ September or 
October 1950 1-G fra&:ltation, X&AT (high explosive anti- 
tank) and possibly 761~0 shrapnel-type ai;lxunition became 
*vailable to the Horth Korean puppet army, The latter is 
&scribed in an enemy documoilt as having 3 m~:dlnum ef- 
fective burst pattern that i-s elliptical in shapo and 
1-m11 --...I-- a-u-%-Y 

(3l.) TIS (ADV) 771> 789, 1468, $1; EIiJQJY DOC $4 P/18., . 

ugJJt\yy !:- . ( - . . 

23 . 

.& / >"I_ 



I ,F.- 
6 

I 

~~~~~SSf~f~~ ' 
,. 

measures apprdximateiy 500 to 800 ft in le&h and 65 to 
100 ft in width, In addition, cslptured enemy document 
sowxes provide some evidence; in the form .-of illustr@ttid , I 
charts, that the Earth Korean Army contemplated .the use ,’ 
of 76m sr.loke and inc,endiery shells end 123~ fl$re 
shells. It a&so appears that mechanical time fuzes have’ -I 
peen furnished, the enemy; but further details are lack- I’(.: iW 

For all types of ammunition up to B. cgliber of 
$%% the charge is fixed. On the other hand, 122mm 
howitzers take a semi-fixed round which may be fired . 
aith up to five additional increments. The 45mm anti- 
tenk gun may fire AP (armor piercing) as rrell as HE (hi.@; 
explosive) rounds fitted with the KIM-1 fuze describ$& 
above . Although captured enemy documents indicate $l?at . .~ l 

a fourth type of round, ixmely shrapnel, is available fop. 
use with this neapon, no mention is made of it by ‘Bs;~. 
For father details on the ammunition supply aad other 

* 

logistical requirements of 3orth 1;orean artillery bits, 
reference should be made to the research study titled 
fWortli Korean Logisticstl published in ATIS Research Sup- 
plenent , Interrogation Beport s7 iaorth Koresrl? Forces 9 
dated 19 October 195’0. (32) 

, 
G. Conduct of Fire ’ 

Immediately upon occupation of a nevi firing 
position, ijorth Korean artillerymen run a position area 
survey and, if time permits, a terget area survey, 3oP 
;$is purpose, each battery has e survey section composed- 

9 fire direction officer aild four enlis?ed men. The 
bat&lion survey section is similarly s-‘,affpd, but ‘has 

E- 

one additional enlisted man. Dependi;ig on i;hc tirn& ’ 
available 9 each battery makes fron one to fi’lve surveys 
conducted from the’various observation posts 2nd from 0 
the bettery command post. The resultant information, a- ” 
nhich includes identified t,?rgets, gun positions, ob- 
servztion, posts, base points and check ;?oints, is plotted 
on firing c;prts furnished by battalion. The se chc rt s N 
take the form of 1:25,000 base maps upon nhich a l,OOO- 
meter grid ‘hgs been superimposed. .A.ltho,?gh these $.arts 
are supposed to be very accurate, Iiortil Loreen PrtLllery 

. 

commanders have indicated that they prefer to .“shoot 
themselves inI1 whenever possible. Fire is adjusted with’ * 
a single piece ?:I:lich is bore-sighted in advance to de- 
ternins and correct sight errors. Shots are kept on the 
observer-target line and the target is bracketed for 2 
both range and deflection, According to one informant 9 
the rsngo adjustments are very bold and may involve an 
initial correction of up to 800 ;.leters. ‘Succeeding ad- 
justments are halved to get on target. The firing data 
obtained by this method are compared with those of the 
survey to arrive a% a YP correction which, together 
with other csscntj.al target inforrwtion, is transmitted 
to the renaining pieces. This nethod is used for adjust- 
ment prior to both precision and area fire. However 
ahon the target is close to friendly troops a creepil)lg 
technique may be adopted.’ On moving objects, fire is 
adjusted on a point along the anticipated line of march 
and brought to bear T-!hen the target reaches that point. 
Yhen ITorth Korean artillery is to support a night 

$ 
(32) TIS (ADV) 771 789 831, 1073, 1087 ='71 1405, , 
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engagement, fire 
hours. 

is adjusted in-.ete?ra~e &ring daylight 
Although training is given in the use of meteoro- 

logical .data as factors in fire adjustment, PsBT are? 
unanimous in declaring.,that they are not used. In fact,:, 
most of the fire, control instruments-and techniques used 
by .the,-enemy appear to be quite simple and almost crude 
according to US Army standards. For example, there is no 
evidence that modern fire direction center procedures or 
equipment .are .utilized in the North Korean Army’. Instead, 
reliance seems to be placed on the battery commander’s’ 

~ scope or binoculars which are used in conjunction with the 
mil. relation. formula ,as the principal means of conducting 
f ir.e . One late report sup2lied by a captured North Ko- 
rean major, formerly assigned to the artillery section of 
Genera1 Headquarters Advance Tactical Headquarters indi- 
cates) however 9 that a system of locating UN artillery 
batteries by a flash ranging method is inuse at present 
and is very effective, No use is, made- of, aerial photo- 
graphs, photomaps or artillery liaison planes and indi- 
cations are-that none of these are available to the 
enemy, (33) . . . 

When sufficient signal equipment is available ,. 
cbmmunicatlons are established within the.artillery firing 
battery betwee,n the battery commander’s obs’ervation post, 
forward observation .posts and gun positions. However, 
due to the North Korean Army’s severe shortage of communir 
cat ion equipment ) 
the bone, 

the battery net is frequently pared to. 
To ovexome the handicap imposed by inadequate 

signal commun&ations, forward observation posts are es: 
tablished near enough to the battery commander’s observa- 
tion post (as a rule within 30 to 50 yd) so that target 
information can then be reported by voice or runner to the 
commander who, with the aid of several assistants, cal- 
culates and transmits firing data to the gun position by 
telephone -.OP runner, Although this method seems cumber- 
some, the enemy is reported to have acqu$red such pr.o- 
ficlency in. it that the first round can be fired within 
two or three minutes after the initial sighting of the. 
target, Thereafter 9 the rate of fire may approximate 2.5 
rounds per minute in the case of the 76mm gun and 20 
rounds per minute for the 120mm mortar. 

Artillery commanders normally establish their 
command observation post as close to,that of the supported 
unit commander as possible in order to facilitate liaison 
and command functions. As a further step to insure good 
cooperation between artillery and inf,antry at operational 
levels, liaison teams consisting of a company-grade offi- 
cer and three or four enlisted men are frequently at- 
tached to infantry companies from the supporting artillery 
battery, These teams usually have no means of electrical 
communication, Consequently, when a target is locatc:d 
the officer in charge of the team prepares a rough target 
sketch giving the necessary information, ,checks it for 
accuracy with the infantry commander and dispatches it to 
,his artillery unit by one of his enlisted assistants. , (34) 

a- 

(33) TIS (ADV) 771, 1790, 182Q 
EJYEPTY DOC BULLETIN #15 P/s7 

3008, 3183, 5039;’ KT 468; 

(34) ’ TIS (ADV) 129, 771 789 .%9+ 1073 167 1790, 
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Although’ unobserved fire‘ 5s rare there are, in- 
dications that, it also is -6onducted. Whin using uncor- 
rected map data. ifi’.fir‘ing’ an unobserved mission, the ‘I 
enemy’ takes int’o consideration the probability of error 

:‘ 

and sets in slightly different lateral and range data on’ , 
each piece. Thetarget area is then searched to a depth 
of 500 meters by ma.king periodic loo-meter changes in 
ra.,nge.. A rule of thumb which holds that an area 200 
meters square can be neutralized by 70 rounds of 76mm or’ 
40. r‘ounds of 122mm ammunition determines the total num- 
ber of rounds to be fired during an unobserved mission. 
By the same rule, a targe>t consisting of a convoy of 10 
trucks moving with a 30-meter interval between vehicles 
can-be, destroyed by 24 rounds from a 76mm or 18 rounds 
from’a ..122mm wea.pon. While unobserved fire is uncommon 
in the North Korean Army, it is designed when used to 
harass UN troop concentrations and to interdict lines of 
communication-. However 9 in view of the obsolete and in- 
sufficient fire control equipment available to the North 
Korean Army, the characteristics of the limited artillery 
available and the critical shortages of artillery weapons 
and ammunition, the enemy prefers to crnserve his limited 
resources for more profitable fire missions. In fact, an 
analysis of interrogation reports indicates that pre- 
attack preparatory concentrations and harassing fires 
are, in the order named, the most popular types of mis- 
sions fired by North Korean field artillery. Interroga- 
tion reports also contain scattered references to counter- 
battery and materiel destruction fires, but further de- 
tails are lacking, (35) 

*\ 

c 

. 

c 
Although the fire control system used by the 

North Korean Army theoretically permits the massing of I 
fires of the entire division artillery, cctually and due d 
primarily to equipment shortages, the normal firing unit 
is the battery. ,Wen the tactical situation warrants and 
terrain fe?.tu,r.es and adequacy of communications permit, 
the fires of a battalion can be, and apparently are, 7 
massed, A highly reliable source states, however, that 
only in permanent defenses is a greater massing of fire 
feasible or employed. This inability of the North Ko- . 
rean krmy to mass the fire of larger artillery group- 
mcnts is another factor that can be attributed to in- m 
adequate communications. Induced by an e?‘ective UN 
interdiction program of enemy supply and communication 
lines, this lack of communications coupled with the con- i 
comitant shor tagc s of artillery weapons and ammunition 
has until recently sharply reduced the battle efpiciency 
and support potential of the North Korean artillery arm 
despite the possession of a capable and battle-tested 
artillery doctrine adopted from the Soviet Army. (36) 

3. ILRTILLERY ORGANIZ~~TI’JN AFD EQUIPMENT . 

A. General 

Before the exigencies of the Korean War neces- * 
sitated certain modifications in the organiiational 

(35) TIS (hDV) 789 895, 1607, 3008, 3780, 129, 5039; 771, KT 468; ENEMY 1073, DOC #4 
ENEMY DOG SUPPL #17 P/57. 

P/18; 1790, 

(36) TIS (QDV) 771, 1789,13183; KT 468; . 
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structure of enemy combat units, the orgahic artillery 
support of the typical North Korean infantry divisPon 
patterned itself. closely after’ the artillery arm of the 
old-type Soviet”riflk hivision. of World War II. Like 
its Soviet prototype; the North Korean divisional artil- 
lery consPsts of an antitank battalfon and a mixed field 
artillery regiment-comprising two battalions of 76mm 
guns ahd one battalicjn.;of 122mm howitzers, .However, to 
raise the support “potential of the infantry. d’ivision and 
to provide close-in support dur%ng the assault and ex- 
ploitation phases of combat, a battalion of s&lf- 
propelled guns was added to theedivision structure. The 
conformance of North Korean artillery to modes of organ- 
ization-that have become obsolete’in the Soviet Army 
with the end’of World War II can probably be attributed 
to the fact .that the communist high command,had gambled 
on the success of its m’ilitary adventure in KOREB before 
effective opposition’could be brought to bear from a 
major military force 8upported by a modern artillery 
and air arm. Consequently, th.e bulk of the ‘equipment in 
the hands of the enemy’s artillery units c+ies from 
Soviet surplus stocks and is not of the most reeent de- . In fact there are strong indications that the 
%!%‘has been Eeldctant to suprily her sateiiYte with the 
most modern and effective artillery weapons; presumably 
because of inadequate stocks of these heavier ‘and more 
modern pieces and in order to prevent their premature 
disclosure to UP& ‘F6rces.. (37) : , 

. 
’ Almost from the very beginning of the Korean War 

the enemy has suffered from.increasingly more acute 
shortages of al1 types of artillery equinment and sup- 
plies that had their origin in inadequate initial stock- 
pifes and the effective .interdiction firogram of TJN ,air- 
craft, &n&ll.er artillery piece,s and mortars which the 
North Koreans classify as artillery in acco&ance wfth 

. 

Soviet concepts, and the ammunition for these pieces 
have generally been available ~ In tolerable, if not p 
adequate, quantities in the, past ,, On the other hand, 
heavier-calfbers of artillery and their ammunftion, fire 
direction devic’es and Darticularly communications equip- 
ment have been severeiy ‘affected by supp‘ly shortages. 
Coupled with def’iciencies -in trained personnel, these 
shortages hsve in .many fris’&nces compelled field ‘corn- 

:, 

manders to’effeet a number of more or less significant ’ 
modifications *in the strudture of their artill.ery units 
in order to maxTmize available fire power. The most ’ 
important. and most frequently reported organizational 
change of this tyue resulted *in h shift of specializa- 
tion from %he ,%tt‘nffon to .the battery level, presumably; ’ 
becau.,seT.of !th% .enemy’s inability to mass effect.%vely the 
fires of units: larger than ,batteries except under’un- 
usual circi.mi&Xances’: That is to say, whereas the ,stand- 
ard T/O ,ahld E p0m32a for two battalions of 74mm guns 
and’ one: of, 122mm::bew.itzers, a reorgan&zatio& took ‘place ’ 
in many units wh%t% dulmfhated in the elimination of ,the 

. 

122mm howitzer bj.“t;t&lion an&.the creation of three bat-’ 
talions of identical structure composed of two batteries 
of 76mm guns and one battery ofl22mm howitzers. (38) 

*..i, I . ,,,-. ' G 
. - 
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In some cases supply and, equipment shortages .were 
so acute, however,‘ .that reorganization provided no solu- 
tion for tie low ,eombat efficiency of North Kbrean artil- 
lery units and enemy .commanders ~found it more profitable 
to employ their organic artillery arm in an infantry ’ 
role,- either as a tactical unit or by’assigning personnel 
from the’divisional artillery to, the riPle .re,;iments as* , 
replacements. Accentuated by the low mobility of Worth 
Korean artillery and the pronounced impediments to 

these shortages prompted further de: 
,,.’ 

la teral’z movement, . 
parLure-from accepted Soviet precepts on the organization 
and employment of air t ill ery. Whereas the experiences of 
World War EI had taught. the Soviet Army the advantages of, :’ :. 
greater tactical flexibility and increased support PO-. 1 
tential inherent in concentrating the btllk of artillery 
at corps and higher echelons, the North Korean Army was 
obliged to institute precisely the reverse practice, * , . 
Artillery reseryes at corps and GUQ level were minimized ‘. 
--ra regiment of 122mm.guns and/or howitzers came to con-. 
stitute the”norma1 reserve potential at thos’e echelons-- 
in order to provide adequate artillery Support at divi- 
sion level. (39) _ * 

By April 1951, however, preparations were in 
progress to bring most North Korean artillery units up 
to full strength and an intensive program of artillery 
training was instituted, normally under corps control, 
in anticipation of the arrival of large.consignments of 
replacement weapons and artillery equipment. Reports 
indicate that such shipments started to roll into North 
KOREA from the USSR in May 1951. This increase in 
Soviet aid made it possible for the enemy to expand his 
artillery-units almost to pre-invasion strength and ef- 
fectiveness and to restore the corps and GhQ, artill)esy. 
reserve and possibly to increase that reserve in some . 
instances over’ previous levels. (40) . . 

B. GHQ and Corps Artillery . .’ 

The.artillery section of the North Korean GHQ, 
in accordance with its functions of oontrolling all 
phases of artillery employment, training, supply and 
maintenance*thrqughout the North Korean Army, consists 
of a tpctical planning section, a training section, a 
reconnaissance section, an artillery ordnance section 
and probably a supply section. (See Chart No. 1) FIeaded 
by colonels or senior colonels, these staff sections come 
under the coordination and supervision of ,the chief of 
staff of the artillery section. From the start of the 
invasion until April 1951, he latest available date of 
information, Lieutenant General KIT”-POVG-YIIL, supposedly 
a Soviet citizen, was the chief artillery officer at the 
North Korean GHQ, while 14a jor ,.General C‘VON-HAKeCkUN 
acted as his chief of staff. At the North Korean Ad- 
vanced Tactical Headquarters, or Front -Headquarters as ,it 
is commonly called, the artillery staff was organized .in 
essentially the same manner and, as of April 1951, wad, 

4 

(39) TIS (ADV) 771, 1607, 4079, 4096, 4289. 1611, 1822, 2861,' 3237, 4074, *. 

(40) TIS (ADV) 4074, 4079, 4096; KT.#468;. 
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under the .co&nznd of Mnjor Gene&l &I-&-‘&YOM. Normally 
hcnded by ;! s&n.ior colonel, the artillery sections 2-t 
corps level’ ?,dhercd to the same p,?ttern of st,?ff orgsn- 
izntion as those in GH?. (pl) . 

The Ndr.th Korean enemy, due to shortages in 
?rtLllery we?.pdns, the low mobility of .his artillery 
over the mountninous topngr?.phy. of KOREA, end .the ef- 
fecti;re UN air interdiction of hostile lines of communi- 
cation, has found it preferable t.o concentr?.te the bulk 
of his r?rtill&ry support potentinl within the orgnnizn- 
tionrl fr?.mewosk of his combat divisions. Accordingly, 
the r.rtillery reserve ~-2 GFIQ and corps level is held to 
i”. minimum. At the sta?t of t:le invasion this reserve 
probzbl-y consisted of one artillery regiment nssigned to 
t!ie North Korean GHQ plus an. additional artillery regi- 
ment .for ench of the two corps th7.t. sere in existence rt 
th2.t time, IOhile these units were by no me?.ns entirely 
uniform in their orgnnizaticn 2nd equipment, most refer- 
enc..es indicate th-.t the typicnl nrtillsry regir,ent of 
this type is cotillmanded by 2 colonel, had 2. peacetime 
strength of <?,pproximetely 1,300 officers end pen, end is 
composed of t! rcgirrcntzl headquarters 2nd three artillery 
battalions. (See Chart No. 1) TM bulk of the iO0 offi- 
cers and ?lcn St,-.ffing the regimental headquarters are 
assigned to a commznd battery. .In view of the fnct tl-at 
the regiment is only .%n cdministrntive and net a t~?.cti- 
cal unit (for G:iQ and .corps artillery units 3re usually 
z,“t~ched to subordinate combat comrr,a.nds piecemeal by 
battalions 2nd sometimes by batteries) the regiti?ental 
staff performs its predomin?.ntly administrctivc func- 
tioqs through nn ,>dministrntion section, a signc.1 see-;; 
tion ?.nd the regiment?1 rear services, and seems to h?.ve 
included no opercl.tions section or reeonnc?iss>nce section, 
A s n..further consequence of the enemy’s tendency to em- 
ploy corps and GHQ artillery piecemeal all three a.?til- 
lery battalions zre idsntical in strut ure. t . With 2-n 
?,,<gre,g:te strength of around 400 officers and enlisted 
men, ezch b?.tt?.lion ‘is composed of two batteries of four 
122mm guns, one ba’-tery of four 122mm howitzers, 3. sig- 
ncl plctoon and am ammunition plztoon equip-acd with four 
trucks, Thus, the c.vers.g& corps or GgQ artillery b-t- 
t?lion has a tot?.1 crmamcht of eight 122mm guns (most of 
which rre Soviet SL1931/37 pieces) and C3ur 122mm homit- 
zers (which Tenerally are Soviet ~-1938 weapons) and t’ne 
total armament 0-r the entire regiment amounts to 24 122mm 
guns end 12 122mm howitzers. (42) 

In plcce of the 122mm hovitzor it’would norm=.lly 
be expected. to find t’?e 152mm hom$tzer or gun-howitzer 
included in the North Korea& corps artillery orgrniza- 
tion becr.use of t:?e comnlementcry role of that wer.pon in 
rclption to the 122~~ snn, In fF.ct) geveral isol?.ted 
references to 152mm corps Atrtillery piedns h?.ve been 
found in PW interrsgztion reports. Oni3 typical example 
is the statement .of 2-n officer nscigned to the North Kc- 
re?“n Jd Di.vision who cL?ims thqt in t?e initi?.l inV?siOn 
?.cr?ss the 38th Parp.llel his unit rebeivcd the support 
of ;. number of 152pm corps artillery howitzers. YoW- 

. ’ 

(41) TIS (ADv) 771, 1468, 1607;~ KT 668. 
(42) z;S46$DV) 771, 1468 1607, ~611, 1822 9 4289 4293; . 
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ever, the comparative scarcity of these references and 
the fact that in most instances corps and GHQ artillery 
units were, even initially, equipped only with 122mm 
guns and howitzers suggest that the quantity of heavier 
weapons which the North Koreans received ‘from the USSR, 
was negligible and did not allow for their inclusion in 
the standard organization of the North Korean GHQ and 
corps artillery reserve, . Rut with the marked increase 
of Soviet assistance apparent since the spring of 1951, 
this piiture seems to have changed materially, as evi- 
denced ‘by a captured member of the 46th Division who re- 
vealed that in’E?arch 1951 a battaiion of 152mm guns 
(probably gun-howitzers) constituted tJ~~4;ftlllery re-, 
serve of the North Karean VIII Corps. .I 

In the course of the complete rout and headlong 
retreat that followed the UN counteroffensive. of‘ Septem- 
ber 1950, the North Korean Army lost or abandoned prac- 
tically all of its artillery includfng, presumably, the 
major’portion of its corps artillery. Due to the ensu- 
ing acute shortages in artillery weapons and trained per- 
sonnel, significant modifications Were effedted in the 
organizational *pattern of the reconstituted North Korean 
Army’s artillery re’serve. With one or t,liIo exceDtions 
each of the newly-organized ePght corps again received 
the ‘support of an artillery regiment; but since the 

I 

availability of artillery pieces,and personnel seems to 
l-ave been the primary determinant of their structure and 
armament, these regiments varied considerably in organ- 
ization., ,For instance,. information dating from the mid- 
dle of’Warch 1951. indicates that t:qe. artillery regiment 
of the VI Corps possessed six 122mm howitzers, nine 76mm 
guns and 30 miscellaneous trucks; that of the III Corps, 
on the other hand, -was .equipqed with three 122mm howit- 
zers, 
and 

seven medium caliber (probably 85mm) antitank guns :, 
10 45mm antitank guns. The complete absence of re- , 

ferences to GHQ artillery unitsi furthermore, suggests 
that until recently, at least, no replacement was pr’o- 
vided for the GHQ artillery regiment that suffered 
annchi’lation in the autumn 1950 defeat of the North 
Korean Army. Recent in.formation supqlied by an unusually 
Well-informed senior arti.llery officer of the enemy indi- 
cates 9 however ‘f that sufficient quantities of field ‘artil- 
lery, mortars and antitank weapons lwere receive? from 
the USSR in May 1951 to restore -the. fire power of most 
or all North Korean combat divisions to pre-war stand- 
ards, Although permitting of,an ambiguous interpreta- 
tion? the report of this source seems to indicate that a 
consldera.hle portion of the artillery units equipped with 
these new wea.pons were removed from division control and 
placed under corns jurisdiction either in order to re- 
ceive intensive instruc,tion in the firing and tactical 
employment of these weagons or to increase the artillery 
reserve available at corps level, If the latter inter- 
pretation be correct, the enemy, prompted by an improved 
Supply of artillery equipment and the ability of faster 
lateral displacement made.possible by a reduction it-i the 
width of corps sector’s, has affected an increased cen- 
tralization of artillery aFined at improving its flexi:& 
bility in accordance with accepted Soviet tactical con- ., 
cepts. (44) . r ‘8 - I 

’ .’ ,- 
. r 

. 

(43) TIS (ADV) 181, 598 
(ADV) 4220 42b9, 771, 4293; 1403, KT 

1533, 4220. 
(44) TIS 

~~~1~~~~~~~~ 
468. 
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C. Divisional Artillery 

(1) ’ General 
: 

L ” 

The divisional artillery of .the typical 
North Korean infantry division consists of an antitank 
battalion, a self-propelled gun battalion and a mixed 
regiment of field artillery. (See Chart No. 2) The Com- 
mander of the division artillery regiment functions con- 
currently as the artillery officer on the staff of the 
division comrqander and heads the artillery section on 
the special staff of the division; the latter is manned 
by 10 offioers and 40 enlisted men, In this dual func- 
tlon he rates the rank of color,cl o.r senior colonel.’ In 
addition to normal command responsibilities consonant 
with his position as artillery commander, the duties of 
this officer include the timely and coordinated emDloy- 
ment of artillery support, planning for the delivery of 
maximum fire power in support of tl-e main ef’ort, and 
coordinated displacement of supporting artillery as the 
situation develons. 
in his position 5s 

The division artillery commandor,. 
special staff officer, is furthermore 

responsible for suoervising and coordinating the support 
effort of artillery weapons at regimental level. (4% 

(2) Divisional Field Artillery P,egiment 

(a) General 

At full strength and with normal struc- 
ture, the divisional artillery regiment consists of a 
regimental headquarters, two gun battalions equi aped 
with 76mm pieces and one howitzer battalion equipued with 
122mm howitzers. 
strength of not 

(See Chart No. 3) Its agqregatk 

% 
uite 

IL30 officers, 28 
1,200 troops Lncludes aporoximately 

vates, 
noncommissioned officers and 778 pri- 

The regiment’s total armament includes 24 76mm , 
field guns and 12 122mm howitzers; these pieces have 
been adopted from the Soviet Army and are considered 
complementary in performance and tactical emolpyment. 
In the course of the war a change in organiiation seems 
to have been efrected in’some divisions which resulted 
in t’ye formation of three identical artillery baetalions, 
each composed of two 76mm gun batteries and one 122mm 
howitzer battery. I-iowever this structure is by no 
means universal and has re;ained the exception rather 
than the rule. (46) , . 

(b) Regimental Headquarters 

The headquarters of the divisional 
artillery regiment is staffed by some 250 officers,and 
men and is comrtrised of the regimental’staff, the regi- 
mental rear services and a command (or headquarters) 
battery, (See Chart No.3) An operations section, a 
reconnaissance section, a tomographic section, a signal 
section and a personnel section comprise the staff of 
the divisional field artillery regiment. Collectively , 

- - - . - - 1 -~ - - - -  - - -  

(45) ;;&(L.D’i) 78Q, 2206, 22c;,5, 3151; EITWY Df’C #4 
(46) E~~TIT Dnc SUP~L +5 ~13 104 TIT jriDV) 32 I.09 612 665 +71 $89 #23 p/l 9995; 53 

1146, 1234, 1588,922a6; 3151, 3287, 3102; 902, E PEYP 
not #6 p/74. 31 ~~~~~.~SS~~~~~ 
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they come under the control of the operations officer and 
are integrated into a so-called staff section. The rear 
services organization ha.s a strength of approximately 80 
officers and men and performs all logistical support and 

2- maintenance functions within the regiment, It consists / 
of ammunition, food and clothing supply sections, an 
ordnance maintenance section a finance section, a trans- 
portation platoon,’ a medical platoon and a band platoon, h 
Yith “an aggrega;te of apgrox1ma tely 80 officers and en- 

’ listed seri t’e command battery is organized into a topo- 
‘graphic platbon, which collects %rget information and 
runs surveys; a reconnaissance platoon; and a signal 
platoon composed of three wire squads and one radio 
SCpSId. The signal platoon is equipsed with 11 field 
telephones, three radios and two switchboards. (47) 

‘(c)’ 76rnm Gun Battalion , 
* Each of’the two 76mm gun beftalions of 

the field artillery regiment is normally commanded by a 
major and has a’ strength of about 26 officers and 2c0 
enlisted men. 1Jhen organized along standard lines, the 
~Ybic2.1 bsa’talion consists of three gun batteries and a 
battalion headquarters. (See Chart 30. 3) The 12 Soviet 
M-1942 field guns comprising the nrimary armament of each 
battalion are standard Soviet light field pieces capable 
Of firing either normal field artillery or antitank mis- 
sions, Battalion headquarters includes a command cla- 
toon composed of a signal section and reconnaissance 
section and having a strength of one officer, 17 non- 
commissioned officers and 31 privates, a stzff sec- 
tion that is comparable in composition to the one at I 
regimental level; and the battalion rear services 
staffed by about 25 officers and men and comprised of a 
supply and ammunition section, a transportation section, * 
an ordnance maintenance section and a. smell medical 
platoon. One unconfirmed renort indicates that an cnti- 
aircraft -machine gun platoon may have been added to the 
artillery battalion structure in t”e spring of 1951 to i 
provide organic Drotection a zinst the omni-present 
threat of UN air attack. (46) ‘ 

Each of the, three gun b?.tteries has a 
’ strength of five officers and 73 enlisteiJ men and is 

normally coprranded by a senior lieutenant or cnptain. 
* 

Fou.r trucks, five horsecarts and n number of horses are 
assigned to the battery as Driae movers and supply vehi- 
cles for t%e four 76rrm guns. Officers in the battery 
are crmed with pistols, enlisted men wFth submachine 

I guns or rifles. In addition to the two gun plz.tOOnS to 
which the field pieces are assigned, the brttery is com- 
prised of a battery headquarters 9 a command platoon and 
,an $.mmunitlon platoon or section. Battery headquarters 
includes the b<?~ttery commander 9 his executive of ricer, 
the batt>ry first sergeant, a medics.1 a.id ‘man, and mess, 
supply and clerical personnel . The command pletoon has 
a. strength of ‘one officer and 17 enlisted men and is 

: composed of a reconnnlssance and observation. section, . 
. I 

-- r I* 
(47) TIS (.!iDV) 32 285 737$ 789, 902 995, lb73 1088, 

1102 1.504 if351 ‘1621 1622, 1683 1782, 2860, 
3151' 3167' 3183' 3302; 3530; F? fKaR.EA) #18. 

9 

(48)' TIS fa;DV) 32, 784, 902; 995, 1102, 1234, 1561, 
1581, 1683, 2860, 2864, 3183, 3302, 3460, 3530; -3 
KT $31; m (KOREB) #549.; ENWY Dot Al-6 p/74. 
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equippbd’ %;ith binoculars ,, , periscopes-&& &o&asses; and 
a si’gnal section which ~m$intains ‘signal communice tions, 
by means, of. three .rBdi6s, and four field ’ telephones, be-, 
tween battery,and battalrion and within‘the battery be- . 
taeen the battery commander’s observation post, the gun 
positions and the forward observation post.,:(4q)’ , . ‘. 

.; 1 ., Operationally; She -two gun platoons 
colleotively come’~nder the control of the bat’tery ex- 
ecutive officer, who remains at the gun positions and 
directs the fire of the battery, Eamch platoon is manned 
by one officer and’20 enlisted men and consists of two 
firing sections (or syu&ds in North Korean terminology). 
of the- following composition: a Ckief gunner, who acts 
as the.seetion leaderj ttvo'essistaht gunners, one of 
whom fuaetions at the same time as assistant section 
leader ; one loader; 
carriers; 

one fbze setter; two ammunition 
and two drivers . (50) 

(cl) 122inm~IIowitzer Battalion 

Also commanded by’s major ‘and composed 
of three. batteries, the 122mm howitzer battalion has an 
organizational structure that is almost identical to that 
of the 76mln pun battalion. (See Chart I\To. 3) Both types 
of battalions have about the same total strength and 
their headquarters are organized according to the same 
pattern. ' Pie 12 122mm ~-I938 howitzers of the battalion 
are divided equally among the three batteries, each of 
which has a normal personnel complement of five officers 
and approximately 80 enlisted men, Other than this 
minor difference in strength, both the 122mm howitzer 

. 

battery and the 76mm gun battery were, to all intents 
and purposes , poured from the identical mold. While the 
122mm howitzer is a standard Soviet field piece of ,com- 
parably modern design, North Korean artillery experts 
complain of a structural weakness in the equilibrator’ 
spring*which limits the effectiveness of the piece. (51) 

(3) Divisional Antitank Battalion 

When at full strength, the organic antitank 
battalion of the North Korean infantry division has a 
personnel complement of 274 troops, including 32 offi- 
cers, 98 noncommissioned officers end 144 privates. 
(See Chart No. 4) As a rule it is commanded by a major 
and consists of a battalion staff of normal composition; 
a headquarters company made up of a. signal platoon and a 
reconnaissance platoon; the battalion rear services, com- 
prised of an ammunition platoon, an intendance platoon 
and a maintenance platoon; one’ antitank rifle company; 
and three antitank gun companies. This structure pro- 
vides the battalion with a total armament of 12 truck- 
towed 45mm antitank guns , 36 14,5mm antitank rifles and 
the following small arms:’ 
sub-machine guns. 

32 pistols, 72 rifles and 134 
In’ addition, the battalion is equipped 

with nine Very pistols, one supply truck and 12 trucks 
used as prime movers and ammunition transports. (5.2) 
-- 

(49) TIS (ADV) 789, 1146, 1173, 1236, 125'1, 1588, 2664, 
-3302; FR (KOREA) #18; ENEMY DOC #6 P/74. 

(50) TIS (ADV) 789, 1234, -3302; * FR (KOREA) $18. 
(51) TIS (ADV) 789,, 1251, 1561, 1588. 
(52) OTIS (ADV) 136, 1123, 141??. 1439, Y459, 3774. \ ?I 
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. With a strength of five officers and 45 en- 
listed men, each.of the three antitank gun companies i$ 
equipped. with four 45mm M-1942 ant,itank guns and is COltI- 
posed- of two,gun platoons and one command platoon. A 
captain is ,the company commander in most instancesI The 
standard.gun platoon musters one officer, the platoon 
lead:er.,k an@ approximately 16 enlisted men and may be 
subdivided. into trro, gun squads, each of which is equipped 
with one antitank gun. This weapon, though it is the 
standard antitank gun of the North Korean Army, has only 
limited effectiveness against modern armor; nor is it 
particularly suitable for field artillery missions. 
North Korean ordna.nce personnel, furthermore, reveal 
that the recoil spring of this gun rapidly loses its 
tensile strength and claim that the average Forth Korean 
antitank gunner finds it difficult to comprehend the 
functioning of the automatic breech. Enemy commanders, 
therefore, are apt to abandon these guns when in a tight 
tactical situation. (54) 

(4) Divisional Self-propelled Gun Battalion 

At the start of the invasion, each North 
Korean infantry division enjoyed the support of an 
organic battalion, of self-propelled puns designed to 
perform antitank missions and provide assault echelons 
of the enemy with dlose-in supporting fire. However, 
the vulnerability of the su-76 self-propelled gun to air 
and ground attack resulted in a high rate of attrit?on, 
which sharply 'redpced the strength and combstsffective- 
ness of this .battalion in most<djvisions, At full 
strength:,,the typicol"divisione1 rself-propelled gun baf- 
talion. has a personnel complement of 159 troops, includ- 
ing 37 officers, 90 noncommissioned officers ?nd'32,pri- 
vates. It is normally commanded by c? major or lieutenant 
colonel and is composed of three. gun companies and a bat- 
talion headquarters. (See Chnrt No, 5) Sixteen SU-76 
selfrpropelled guns constitute the primary armament of 
the. battalion, One of these weapons is assigned to the 
battalion commander as his command vehicle, while the 
remaining guns are divided equally among the companies, 
with five guns assigned to each, (55) 

Typical of the general line of obsolescent 
and often inferibr equipment with which the USSR sup,- 
plied her North.Borean sateelite, the w-76 encountered 
in KOREA has an open-topped fighting compartment, a de- ' 
ficiency which makes it extremely vulnerable to ground / -___I 

(53) .TIS (ADV) 1123, 2430, -3779; E&X DOC #2 P/100. 
(54) TIS (ADV) 1430, 1611, 1900, 2225; ENF.UY DOC; $#s 

(55) %"&w) 406 973 987 1159 1285 1550: 
1988, 2158; ~N%~Y'DOC $6 P/7$, #17'~/3, 

1582, 
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attack and which,wes eliminated in later Soviet models. 
The weapon is constructed from a len 
tank chassis and is mounted with a 7 8 

thened T-70 light 

which has a traverse of 3Oo, 
.2mm M-1942 gun. 

depression of ~ 5c; j 
an elevation of 15’ and:a 

In addition, each SJ-76 is armed with 
one 7.62mm DT armored-vehicle machine gun and two PPsh 
1941 submchine guns. For these weapons it normally. : * 
carries-the following types and quantities of ammunition? 
60 rounds of 76mm ammunition (30 rounds HE, 25 round.s 
HEAT and five rounds APAT), 945 rounds of DT machine gun. 
ammunktfon, 426 rounds of submachine gun ammunition a&~, 
10 hand grenades. With its total weight of 10% tons, 
the vehicle can achieve a maximum road speed of 20 mph;’ 
it can negotiate a 30° slope and has a maximum range in 
KOREA of approximately 120 miles. Its two 70-hp engines 
require a high-octane aviation gasoline and are provided 
with four forward speeds and one reverse. A 9-R or . 
12-PTM transceiver and TPU-3 intercommunication set,are: 
mounted into each gun to’ permit coordination among. dif- 
ferent guns and among crew ,members within each gun.- (56) 

Headquarters of the divisional self- 
propelled gun battalion consists of a small cultural set-, 
tion, a staff section, a signal platoon and the battalion - 
rear services. The staff section is of normal composi- 
tion and includes an operations officer, a communications A 
officer and a personnel officer. The signal platoon has 
a strength of two officers and 10 to 15 enlisted men and, 
is equipped with three or four field telephones and one ’ 
12-RP radio. A maintenance platoon of 17 men and a sup- 
ply section staffed by approximately 15 men and equipped . 
with two or three trucks are included In the rear serv- 
ices organization of the battalion. (57) 

Each of the three’self-propelled gun com- 
panies has a strength of five officers and approximately 
25 enlisted men and is commanded by a captain. One of 
the five self-propelled guns is assigned to the company 
commander; the others are allotted equally to the tar.0 
platoons in each company, The platoon leader, who is a. 
lieutenant as a rule, rides in one of the tvto guns s 
assigned to his platoon. Normally the crew of an ~7-76 
consists of four noncommissioned~officers: a gun com- 
mander (usually a master sergeant1b.a gunner, a driver 
(both of whom are sergeants) and an ammunition loader 
(usually a junior sergeant). As a rule, the gun command- 
er operates the communications equipment as well. An 
executive officer, 
supply and 

a cultural officer, a mechanic, and 
clerical personnel compfise the headquarters 

of a self-propelled gun company. (58) 

D. Regimental Artillery 

(1) General 
. . 

The organic artillery, support of the North L_’ 
Korean rifle regiment consists of a howitzer battery r. ‘. 

_ _ 

(56) T”1; ;A$) .406, 987, 1159, 1550, 1988; ENEhSY DOC 

(57) TIS iADt). 
406 971 

23 

TIE9(AD?j 
98$' 

58 126 147 155 178 1.88 198, 
I 

(58) 406; 
1159, 3t282 ‘1285’ 1556 1948. 
987, 1159,'1550,'158i,'2158. 
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equipped with four 76mm howitzers, a mortar company 
equipped with six 12Omrr mortars and an antitank company 
equipped with six'45mm antitank guns,, (See Chart No. 6) 
These three companies are not organized into B mixed 
artillery battalion but fire supporting missions for the 
rifle' regiment under the coordination of the regimental 
artillery officer. 
regiment, 

,Hdweverd,.'the artillery organic to .:' 
supplemented,.when necessary by 'battalion artil- 

lery units and attached artillery from neighboring regi- 
ments and from division, may be organized into proup- 
ments tailored to meet a particular tactical situation.: 
(59) 

'(2) 76mm Hoaritzer Battery 

In its strength, composition and equipment 
the regimental howitzer battery is comparable to the . ' . 
76mm gun battery of the divisional mixed field artillery. 
regiment. (See Chart No. 6) Staffed by five or six 
officers and about 75 enlisted men, it is composed of a: 
battery headquarters and two howitzer platoons. Battery 
headquarters includes a command platoon and an ammuni- 
tion platoon. The four 76m M-1927 or M-1943 howitzers 
that constitute the primary armament of this battery are 
distributed equally between these tlro platoons, While 
this comparatively light artillery piece has proived its 
effectiveness in the rugged Korean terrain, it suffers 
nevertheless from certain mech.anical defects, acc'ording 
to a North Korean ordnance expert who claims that the 
gas cylinder plug easily becomes loose thereby reducing 
oil and air pressure so that the piece frequently fails 
to return to battery, (60) . 

. . 
(3) Antitank Company 

The regimental antitank company is'almost 
identical in its organizational structure to the cor- 
responding companies of the divisional antitank bat- 
talion. (See Chart No. 6) Its personnel complement of 
five officers, 23 noncommissioned officers and 30 pri- 
vates is organized into three gun platoons, each equipped 
with two 45mm antitank guns, and a command platoon. In 
addition to its primary armament; the company is also 
equipped with 18 light machine guns and six trucks used 
as prime movers for the antitank guns. Each of the 
three platoons is commanded by a lieutenant and breaks 
down into two gun squads of eight men each. (61) 

(4) 120mm Mortar Company 

The regimental mortar company consists of a 
company headquarters and three mortar platoons. (See 
Chart No, 6) 
including five 

It has an aggregate strength of 60 troops,' 
officers, 13 nencommissioned officers and 

42 privates,, and is equipped with six 120mm M-1943 mar- 
tars. In accordance with Soviet tact,ical concepts, this 
weapon is considered as artillery and is often employed 

: : 

(59) (60) TIS (AIN) 6599 1548, TIS (ADV) 654 947? 7059 1508, 2009, 23853 KT 110. ’ 
9 947, 

(61-I 1773, 1900 3783: TIS (ADV) 659, 2009, 3780, 1369, 

1548, 1581,,1611, 3777; 

KT 110. 4 
947, 1190, 

1548, 

XT 110;. ENEMY DOC #2 P/100, $3 p/3. 
2009, 3778; 
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in a light field artillery role because of its maneuver- 
ability, fire power and, for a mortar, considerable 
range. Headquarters of the:mortar company includes the 
company commander, his executive, a political officer, 
two sergeants charged mlth responsibility for company 
administration and supply, and a command squad. Staffed 
by a sergeant end nine privates, the command squad per- 
forms reconnaissance; signal and observation duties. 
Each of the three ,mortar plat,oons has a strength of .one 
>officer and. 14 enlisted men and consists of two squads 
equipped with one mortar each, A squad leader, a gunner 
and five ammunition bearers ccnstitute the normal mortar 
squad. .(62) c 

. . 
E. Battalion Artillery 

(1) General . . 

. Rifle battalions of the North Korean Army 
normally enjoy the support of a,moctar company equipped 
with nine 82mm mortars, an antitank gun platoon equipped 
with two 45mm’antitank guns and an antitank rifle pla- 
toon equipped with nine.l4.!%m antitank rifles. (See 
Chart No. 6) There is no artillery officer at battalion 
level,. Consequently, these units have not been inte- 
greted into a cohesive and unified battalion artillery 
organization but ansimer directly to the battalion com- 
mand er . The supporting weapons assigned to battalion, 
notably the mortars, may, however, become part of a 
Soviet-type artillery groupment under regimental con- 
trol. (63) ” 

, (2) 8&&n Mortar, Company . . I Commanded by ‘a senior lieutenant or captain, 
the 82mm mortar company of the rifle regiment has a T/O 
strength of five officers, 21 noncommissioned officers 
and 30 prfvates. (See C.hart No. 6) In addition to its 
primary armament of ,nine Soviet F32mm mortars, the com- 
pany is equipped with five pistols, an equal number of 
carbines, 46’rifles and one horse-cart. Each of the 
three mortar platoons comprising the company consists of I 
three squads and is armed with three mortars, one per 
squad. (643 I . 

(3) Antitank Gun.Platoon . 

The. an&tank gun .ple toon assigned ‘to &ch 
rifle battalion Ss comparable‘in composition and equip- 
ment to the gun platoons of the antitank company at’regi- 
mental leve 1, (See Chart No; 6) It has a strength of 
one officer, six noncommissioned”officers and from 10 to 
15 privates) and is composed of two squads, esch equipped 
with one 45mm antitank gun. While officers and noncom- 
missioned officers carry the standard small arms conso- 
nant v?ith their rank, gun crews are armed alith submachine 
guns for close-in protection of the gun positions against 

(62) TIS (ADV) 325, 852, 902, 995, 1078, 1548; .1773v 
K’l #llO; ENEMY D0C $1 P/49. . 

, 

2009, 3872; 
(63) .‘TIS (ADV) 1, ,949, ,1156, 1256, 

TIS (ADV) 1, 852, 949, 1156, 
2009; FR (KOREA) 331. 

(44) 
1955, 2009* FR (KOREA) 331; 

ATI& BULLETIN #6 P/10. 

l;~ty1;&;9;~~ 

9 p3 r 

P/45; * . t _ ~~1~~~~~1~1~5 
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infantry attack.’ c65 1 
_% . 

(4). Antitank Rifle Platoon 

.I’ 

In its organizational structure the anti- 
tonk rif’le platoon organic to battalion is identical to 
the corresponding olatoons of the antitank rifle company 
found in,the divisional antitank battalion. (See Chart 
No. 6) Its personnel strength of one officer, six non- 
commissioned officersland 14 privates is organized into 
three squads, each’rof which is .armed with three Soviet 
14.5Inm antitank rifles, Personal weapons found in this 
platoon include a pistol for the platoon leader and car- 
bines or rifles for the remainder of the personnel. (66) 

4. ARTILLERY COJ!JI~XJNICATIONC 

While artillery communication facilities in the 
Barth Korean Army were never elaborate by Western stand- 
ards, they were established in conscnance with sound 
Soviet signal doctrine and, initially at least, were 
fully adequate to the needs of North Korean artillery. 
However 9 with the progress of the war, signal communica- 
tions in artillery units of the enemy became increasingly 
more unreliable. Due to the dearth of skilled opera- , 
tional and maintenance personnel and acute supply de- 
ficiencies occasioned by incessant UN air strikes, equip- 
ment damaged or lost in combat could rarely be repaired. 
or replaced. Consequently, the enemy has been forced to 
cut artillery signal nets to the bone 2nd to rely more . ’ 
and more on visual signals, messengers and make-shift 
expedients. This enforced reliance upon primitive 
methods of communication has in many cases imposed such 

itations on the tactical employment of North 
illery as to seriously impair its combat ef- 

fectiveness, ‘Hence, ‘iflhile adhering basically to Soviet 
concepts of signal,communications, North Korean command- 
ers? because of these severe, dislocations in. signal ma- 
teriel, were forced’to effect a number of significant 
modifications in this doctrine in order to preserve even 
a semblance of organized communication networks within 
their units. (47) 

The signal doctrine of the North Korean Army, de- .’ 
scribed in detail in Research Supplement, Interrogation 
Reports, Issue No. 4, ATIS, GHQ, FEC dated 15 December 
19509 provides for an artillery communication system 
comprised of‘ a command net and a staff net. (See 
Sketches No. 1 and 2) <The former connects at each 
echelon the command ohs-ervation nest of the senior corn- c 
mander with those of his immediate subordinate .command- 
ers. At battery level, a fire control net takes the 
place of the command net. It embraces the battery com- 
mander ’ s observation post) the various forward observa- 
tion p.osts, and the gun positions. Although wire is 
consid.ered to be’the primary means of communication? ,the 
command net telepho’ne sgs kern is pdralleled by a radio 
network for use in fluid situations. or when the wire 

-- 

(65) TIS (ADU) 852 4 1256, 2009, 2524, 3872; FR (KOREA) . 
. * 331; EKEMY DOC #;: P/4, #3 P/45, 46; ATIS <BULLETIN 

442 .P/4, #6 p/lo. 
(66) TES.&Dv) '6671 852, 2256;. :FR (.kOREAj 33X* p ENEDY 

DOC #2 P/4, #& P/l@; ATIS BULLETIN #2 P/4, ’ 
(67) TIS (ADV) 771, 1101, 1405, 1430, 1468, 4047. 
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system fai’ls.. The. staff net of the. artillery regiment 
is a purely administrative communication system connect- 
ing the. command ppsts of all echelons down to battalion 
level, At each echelon there is a connection through 
the unit switchboard with the command net .in order that 
each rie.t assures .an alternate means of cammunications 
for the other and in crder to establish a direct ohannel 
of communication between the.commander and his staff. 
However, since the adopted Soviet doctrine calls for 
ruthless economy in’sectors of secondary importance in 
order to concentrate signal equipment in the-area of the 
main effort, the staff net may, depending on the tacti- 
cal situatipn,. be dispensed with entirely. Primarily to 
facilitate close lia.ison but also as an economy measure, 
the command obse,rvation posts of the infantry and artil- 
lery commanders are combined whenever possible, This 
also provides both commanders with an additional alter- 
nate method of communicat,ion in case of an emerge,ncy. 
In the event that the tactical situation does not per- 
mit the physical combination of these two command ob- 
servation posts, the repponsibility for establishing 
communications with the supported unit devolves upon the 
artillery signal section in accordance with accepted- 
Soviet communication concepts which define the direction 
of signal responsibility as being down and to the left 
and from supporting to supported unit. (68) * 

While Soviet signal doctrine, as initially adopted 
by the North Korean enemy, advocated economy in .the em- 
ployment of signal equipment and anticipated normal 
losses of materiel during battle, it did not provide an 
adequate solution to the problem presented by the dis- 
astrous rate of attrition in signal materiel that re- 
sulted from UN air and ground operations and abuse by 
untrained personnel. Thus, PIorth Korean artillery bat- 
talions originally were equipped. with approximately 13 
telephones and a like number of radJ.os, broken down to 

,, 

provide for three of each per battery and four per bat: 
talion headquarters; ,but alrea.dy by August 1950 inter- 
rogation reports cite some instances in which there were 
no radios and only one or two telephones in an entire 
batthlion. To cope with matergel shortages such as 
these, each artillery signal unit utilizes the most ex- 
pedient means of communication available in order to 
execute its mission as effectively as possible‘. For in- 
stance, in many cases runners are used to convey messages 
between battalion and batteries and contact with higher 
headquarters often depends upon officer couriers. In the 
past, too, forward observers seldom had radio or wire . 
contact with their artillery but were obliged to rely on 
sketches dispatched by messenger to indicate target lo- 
cations. (69) 

In addition tc actual materiel shortages, the in- 
ferior quality of some of the equipment supplied by the 
USSR imposes a further strain on the system of artillery 
communications. For example, the poor quality of Soviet 
telephone wire forced some batteries to adopt a relay 
system of transmitting firing date by placing additional 

(68) TIS (ADv) 419, 703, 771, 1167, 1271, 1614, 1710; 
ENENY DOC #5 P/54-70; ENSXY DOC SUPPL #17 P/89, 

, 

(69) TIS (ADv) 703, 771, 1068, 1086, 1100, 1151, 1164, 
1366, 1405, 1430, 1588, 1607, 3416, 3439; KT 0013, 
0016; ENEMY DOC $5 P/54-70. 
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telephones ,$n. the,line between the observation post and 
the gun position. Communications personnel assigned to 
North.Koreaq,artillery units also attribute fpequent dif- : 
ficulties in,wireless transmission and reception to the 
inferiority of their Soviet radio sets. A captured .. ‘. 
senior colonei of the North’Korean 5th Division states, 
for instance: “Radios failed frequently during combat 
due to the rapid deterioration of Soviet dry-cell bat- 
teries, The.storing of these batteries for even a short 
time v!i!L? completely drain them of ‘power.!’ ,(70) 

In an.effort to alleviate the handicap impbsed by 
materiel shortages and the inferiority of some of the 
older Soviet supplies, the North Korean Army emphasizes 
the full.utilization of ‘abandoned UN signal equipment 
and organizes special teams to comb combat areas for 
such items. That phenomenal success has been met with- 
in this project is testified to by a captured North Ko- 
rean master sergeant who claims that during a period of 
four or five days in May 1951 his salvage team of 10 ,men 
collected 16 radios from wrc,cked UN vehicles and.70 008 I 
~;;4et;; c$ abandoned telephone wire near HWAC!I!CN <3&?66!H- 

I A captured battle statistics.bulletin issued I ., 
by GHQ df’tho.North Korean Army on 27 May 1951 lists the 
total amount of wire communications equipment captured 
from UN Forces as 468 field telephones and 1,272 km of 
wire. (71) 

In addition to the dircct’approach to supply’defici-’ . 
encies as outlined in.the preceding paragraph, North . 
Korean artillery commanders instituted & program of.basic ^ 
and refresher signal training during the first part of 
January 1951. This training was designed.to increase the 
proficiency of operating and maintenance personnel and. 
thereby indirectly to ease the logistical strain by pro- 
longing the functional life of available signal equip- ; 
ment. At the same time this program was to enhance the 
tactical skill of the artillery arm as a whole., The 
t.raining .course is conducted within each division and 

.’ 

lasts a. period of three months. 
classes 

It is verjr intense with, 

week. 
continuing eight hours per day, six days per 

When coupled with the current salvage operations+ : 
this program is indicative.of the concerted effort being 
made to eliminate the bottleneck in communications which’ 
in the past proved to be one of.the biggest single handi- 
caps in the effective tactical.employment of North Korean 
artillery. (72).' 

5. ARTILIERY‘TRAI?4ING ‘r I L 
A. General 

Prior to 25 June 1950, North Korean artillery per- 
sonnel seem to have received comparatively extensive and, 
according to North Korean &my standards, thorough artil- 
lery training. Initljll-4 i >:he individual training term 
lasted:up to two years: h~:,:~er, es the war progressed 
and North Korean artil!e ;r, nnits suffered heavy personnel 
and equipment losses ur!‘s; I’ ;ncreasingly powerful UN 
-_I__- ----mm - ~., 

-. 

._ . 

(70) TIS &XV) lcy>9 l?S/+, 22?,jj,. 
(71) y,SOC27, 1140, 1;53, 1130;’ ENI%Y DCC BULLETIN $133 

(72) $9 0946, 9703.; LO44. , 
.(- ~ 
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pressure?. We, quality of artillery training fell off to 
such an extent that .by “late summer of 1950 men were 
thrdt;ln into combat ?,ith only a feyJ days training or in 
some ceses none at $11, Nany of these replccements had 
iiever :f>red, a rifle 2nd most 1wd received no practical 
training !!ith ZL-I ertillery piece bewuse of the North 
Korean Arl;ly 1 so, critic:, l, shorts ge of weapons and ammuni- 
t ipa. ..Xaterial shortages such DS these and the concomit- 
ant Jna.deqwteZ PrtiLlery training-. program contributed 
greatly. to’ a sharp’ decline in combat efficiency and 
mar;? le in a&.$llery units. Thus, one captured North I& 
rean.artillery officer states: IfAr ti llery tre ining and 
preparation 1:Jere vei-y poor, and even things learned 
could not be applied in action. , For instance, ,olthough 
artilleyy men, ne had no artillery; therefore tile one 
month of ?rtiLLlery training that I received ‘1~s quYte 
useless,‘t All in all it appears that nhile she compara.- 
tiyely Tlell-trained persoilnel that formed the nucleus of 
Npr$h Korean a@.llery units prior to the invasion were 
capable .6f, efSlcient performance of artillery missions 
ahen properl3i equipped, replacements for the artillery 
arm of North xo:brean combat units, reoruited under the. 
pressure of heavy war-time manpooer requirene;lts, nere 
sp inadeqx~tely;~ra~ned es to pky havoc nith the combat 
effectiven&gs ;of> Xqorth.Korcan artillery Until the summer 
of ~9%,:,(73j , 

_’ ‘i8’.’ ~OPfBccs,;~raining :. . ‘,. 
. ,,The Ndrth gorean Army, follc:ti.ng Soviet precepts 9 

pieces primary eripltisis on the training of officers, 
“fi1erea.s officers er& gLvei1 formal training at the verious 
officer candidate schools and r.lilit?ry nwdemies of the 
North Korean eirmy, enlisted men receive the majority of 
their artillery’ trc?ining in the field with their units 
of assignment , The principal school training ertil?ery 
officers for the: Earth Korean Army prior to the expan- 
siqn of training facilities incident to the invasion naS 
the 1st Militery Officers’ Tyaining School, originally 
looatod at TAEAM-N& (38o44fN~l25~44’E) aild recognized 3.S 
the main Xtir$h Korean mi.litPry academy. Prerequisites 
for admittari6.e are quite lenient and include an educa- 
tLona1 le+el’:equivalent to et least that of ~7 primary 
sclidol gtiidu5te o recomm&~idetion by the unit commander, 
?nd i&k less ‘than,lS nor more than 45 years of ege upon 
eGtry . Ptiior to enr’ollmsnt in this school, all candi- 
da’tes receive +XJQ i;ionths ‘of. preliminary training v~hich 
is follovred.by. a :regul?r ‘training course of approxi- 
ma t e ly 16 noi$hs . The pre-:.-Jar curriculUm \!a s oX%ellSiVe 
eiid thorotigh with tsgining cqnductcd eight hours per day; 
six deys ;lcr‘ neck, It consisted of 950 liow?s of general 
ortillory instruction 3$0 hours of artilkry tactics, 
400 hours of T:joappng 4 rD ining , 360 hours of topography 9 
92 hours of cormlunica tions 

l 
90 hours of engineering, 100 

hours of Russian .langUage nstruction, 3 00 hours on the 
y;k;;; of ,tlle combunist p@y end 2OO~hours Of infantry 

TN 950 hours of general artlllcry instruction 
dzalt p;‘imarily I-lith the 76n1m gun 2nd 122mm ho:-jitzer and 
further ‘broke dok into 200 hours of o~wtnition training, 
200 hours of ballistics’, 3 '00 hours of training utilizing 

.-----__I_ 
. . . ’ 

(73) Y&(ADV) 1251 1607, 1778,,$51F; W0228, 037% 
’ . 

0,; AERG $B-H-14,. 23, ~5, 94. 
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the M-1927 qwdrant sight.3pd other fire control instru-A 
mcnts, and 250. hours of range firing. 

Wth the 'outbreak of hostilities, this'traintng 
term ws progressikly shortened, in-some instcnces to 
as little as fivq x3x&s, in response to the urgent nocd. 
for ,?.rtillery -officer replaccncrits. On or cbo,ut. 9 Scp- 
tcm.Wr 19509 the 1st Nilitary Officx?sl Training School 
IZT~S transferred to TUNG-HUA (41°411N-12s055'Z), lIA?JCBZRIA 
because of Ui~~,~dval?-c~s into Xorth KOREA. One month 
later, in October l.950, the school r;ras redesignated as 
the .KAMG-KON U~litery Officers' Tixining School in honor 
of Lieutenant Gcncr~l XAEG-KOB who had been killed in 
action in ScptcL:lbcr 1950. i3y 1 EIorch 1951, this school 
h?d returned ‘to KORXPI and cst6,blished itself at SAICCIm . 
(40°24'i?-125002*E), where it was last identified on 
14 Julio 1951. Under the close supervision of Soviet ' 
artillery officers, the school was staffed by sortli .Ko- 
rcan instructors, ~many of ::rhom had received their train- 
in' at t'ne Chinese Communist military academy in YENAI‘J 
(3~036~;T.09027’E) or under fire in +-the Chinese Civil 

+J;lr, 

,I$ addition to the 1st Military Officcrsr Train- 
ing School, two other officer kandidete schools at which 
artillery training aes condwtcd h?d been established PS 
early as Deccl-lber 1946. They ncrc located at KOCX!!iTG-l?iI 
(39°46fIl-125028~E) and at ithNAB1 (41°42tB-129041tE). A 
North Korean artillery wptain wpturcd in F,irrch 1951 
indiwtcs that the majority of company-grade officers non 
serving in North Korean zrtillcry units r:!erc commissioned 
through these tao officer candidate schools, r-ihils those 
above the rank of captain arc for $hc most part, gradu- 
ates of the 1st Military Officers' Training School. (75) 

d. hrtillcry Ordnance Trnining , 

Although officers and men wxc gencr6lly scgre- 
gatcd for artillery training, combined ck.sscs including 
all ranks wrc conducted at the Plyongyang Ordnance, 
School in the repair and maintcnqnce of zrtillcry pieces. 
Instruction at this school nas conducted by North 1l;orw.n 
Army officers under the supervision of Soviet advisors. 
Most of the instructors of this school wre drawn from 

pons.are also available at the school, Periodic e"y~- 
tions are given to record each student's ,progross. 
addition to their normal course‘ of study,.studcnts at 
the ordnance school also.rcceiv~ brief instructions on 
other military subjects r?s ~~11, notably the cnployncnt 
of the r;eapons that arc covered dering.thc course. IJortli 
Korean ordnance personnel ore unanirJous iii their opinion 
that the trainirig ‘administered at this school is 
- . , . ..b.. 
(74) KT 0228, 0370, 0468;. 
(75) TIS (ADV) la, 77.1.~ 1,068,: ‘1271, ‘1607~ &503[, ‘5039; ” ) 
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perfunctory and inadequate? particularly in the techni- 
cal 2 spects 1 and ascribe to that fact the unsatisfactory 
state of.ordnance maintenance in the field. (76) ,. 6 

D, EnListed Training -< 
The training 02 personnel thet T!ere to form the 

origina. enlisted cadre of the first Earth Korean artil- 
lery units aas commenced as early as August 1946, At 
that time training was conducted by various Sara-mi1itery 
organiiations which hid their true military mission un- 
der.such euphemistjc names as "iJo, 1 Civilian Training 
Center" or "Peace Preservation Officers* Treining Ceil- 
ter". These designations clooktid an intensive military 
training program supervised by company-grade Soviet 
artil1ery officers. in September 1947, new Soviet 
artillery 1:reapons begen arrivi;lg in Horth KOPZA. By 
Februxy 1948 :.Jhen the 2d Unit of the Peace Preserva- 
tion Officers Training Center discarded its innocuous P 
title concurrently r:ith the official activation of the 
iJorth Women P,my 2nd became the ilorth Korean 2d Divi- 
sion, it included a well trained and equipped artillery 
regiment. This pattern repoatcd itself identically in 
the other divisions that foriiled the nucleus of the ii?i"ailt 
IJorth Korean Army. 

Xth removal of the cloak of secrecy from the 
early foriwtive stages of the ITorth Korean military ma- 
chine 7 it beoame apparent that r-rhile enlisted speciel- 
ists, notably arti1lery signal personnel, in some in- 
stances attended formal courses of instruction in their 
specialty, enlisted artillery training on the nhole X?aS 
carried,out under strict Soviet supervision by the 
company-grade officers .r?ithin each unit, This unit 
training was more or less continuous up to the outbreak 
of hostilities and proceeded in training cycles of ap- 
proximately five months' duration. Included in the train- 
ing program were nomenclature and care of weapons, ter- 
rain evaluation, tcqhnique of fire and handling of~anmu- 
nition. By March 1949 some of the original artillery 
units ~wrc engaged 'in observation and conduct of fire 
undcr.f'icld conditions. In July of the same year the 
core of !7e11-trained artillery personnel developed 
through the inter;'sivc training program outlined above 
was broe'dencd considerably by the arrival in North IiOFGA 
of the 164th and 166th Divisions iron the C,lnincse Com- 
IilUili S* ArIily Q The porsoimol of these organizations irrere 
Koreans who had served 7-jith the com~xmis~s in the Chinese 
Civil -3ar. These bottle-tcstcd votorans, many of them 
Mth over three ye-rs of combat, r!ere formed into the 
North' Korean 5th and 6th Divisions and trained in the 
usc~ of Sovidt wapons and liorth Korean tactics. S iixi 10 r 
trsnsfcrs of KOrCan il2tiOilzls from the Chiiiese Comunist 
Forces- tool: pla,cc r;zith increasing frequency in the months 
just prior &o the invasion and provided the enemy rlith 
an importanti source from ~clhich to dram P blooded and 
thordugh1y tr aincd cadre for the activation of ne~i combat 
divisions. (77) 
--- -1__u-- 
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-’ March 1950 saw S. feverish build-up of the North 
Korean brmy and an intensification of the artillery 
training program.' The cadre system was used extensively 
to provide a trained nucleus of leaders and instructors, 
for nealy-activated divisional artillery regiments, 
nhich nerc then brought up to full strength with draf- 
tees. Thcsc ra\r: recruits v~rc given approximately one 
month of basic training followed by tr;!o months of arti1- 
lcry or spec'ialist training. The program included in- 
structi6n in the operationl main2enance and repair of 
artillery acapons: Selected silecialists rcccived train- 
ing on artillery fire control, observation, roconnais- 
sance , communications and allied subjects. At the same 
time, thoso artillery units activctcd with the original 
divisions of the iiorth Korean Ari.ly '7erc putting the 
final polish on their training by engaging' in field prob- 
lems and .combXnod maneuvers with the infantry. The 
speed-u$ in recruit training, howvcr, marked the bcgin- 
ing of a period of progressive dctcrioration in the state 
of tra,ining of North Korean artillery personnel. (73) 

8 31~~i~9 nith the start of the nar, North Korean 
artillery units suffered increasingly hcavicr pcrsonnol 
losses replacements recruited under pressure of thc.rc- 
sultan 4 heavy manpoTrcr rcquircmcnts Tmx? theown into com- 
bat with only a fea days training or none at ~11, Tho 
desperate need for manpower not only necessitated a rc- 
ductiori of artillery training cycles to the barest mini- 
mun, buf.thc concomitant shortage or artillery equipment 
also dictated that available aeapons be used in combat 
rather than for training. hs a result, instructors, in 
conducting classes on the various artillery weapons, 
vrcre often forced to rely exclusively upon diagrams and 
pictures. The inferiority of this training resulted in I 
a sharp, decline in the morale of Xorth Korean artillery 
pergonnel, as kell as in severe losses of cqui@acnt, 
One artillery regiment, for'instance, is rcportcd to 
have lost the use df all but four or five of its radio 
sets through im$ropcr handling by untrained pbrsonncl., 
A corporal of the 10th Division Artillery Regiment, and 
a product of the specdcd-up training program, makes the 
following typic&l comment indicative 02 the state of 
morale and training in his organization: "1 think I Y/as 
poorly trained. In fact, nhile admitting that I got 
artillcry~training, I was so poorly trained that I did 
not know exactly about measuring ran-e and about deal- 
ing with intricate mechanisms.t' (797 

The rout of the ITortli Korean Army in the autumn 
of 1950 completed the demoralization of the iTorth Korean 
artillery arm. Since rbplcrcemont ncapons for those aban- 
doned in the flight northward r.-lcro not immcdiatcly forth-. 
coming, many artillery men found themsolves armed with 
rifles and cast in the role of infantry soldiers. It 
was not until late December 1950 that the enemy, pr.0bobl.y 
in anticipation of the receipt of new artillery weapons 

. 
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from the USSj3, tool; effective steps to reorganize and ‘. 
retrain his artillery units. Iiey artillery personnel . . 
were ordered beck from division to corps-controlled 
training centers for refresher courses lasting several 
veelcs , Simultaneously, badly cheered up artillery units 
were consolidated to form ileW and effective organiza- 
tions, In February 1951 unit training was j recommenced . 
at various corps training areas throughout North ICORZA 
and’.by the end -of May a system of rotating sub-units. of 
division artil$ery regiments through these training cen- 
ters 1x03 been inauguwted. Only since the first part 
of 1951 have there been indications of centralized train- 
ing of artillery units a t ‘a level higher than division, 
This in itself .seems to reqlect a, growing concern on 
the part of the '1Torth Korean Eigh Command for the com- 
bat effectiveness of ertillery units. (80) 

6, ARTILLERY POTEZ~TIAL AND EFFIXTI~NESS OF NORTH 
KORXAN CONBAT WITS 

A-. Genera 1 

in order to acquire a’i? apprecistioil of the CUT- 
rent artillery support potential within ma jar combct 
formations of the eilemy 9 an a,i~lysis !V s been made of I 
the or~cnization, training and combat record of the 
organic artillery elements assigned to each. formation. _ 
A historic, treatment has been adopted in analyzing and 
presenting these factors to facilitate a meaningful in- 
terpretation of t;le results through their projection 
against the background history of the supported major 
c ombe t unit . These combat units have been arranged by 
corps in accordauce :qith the lo-test available Morth Ko- 
rean‘order’of bottle lists. For further 9 more detailed, 
background information on the parent ’ unit reference 
should be made to the series of division histories cov- 
ering the ~iorth Koreans 1st) 2d, 3d, 4th, Ijth, 6th, 7th, 
8th, 9th, lOth, 12th,. ljth, 15th and 105th Divisions 
that were prepared by ‘#IS 9 Gi;Q, Ii;?C and published in 
Reserrc-h Supplement 9 Iri’ierroga t ion Reports 9 North Ko- 
rean Forces, Issues i;o. 1, 3 and 4 and in Research Sup- 
plement, Interyogotion Reports, Issues Ho, 94, 96, 99, 
100 and 164. 

6. North ;<orean I Corps 
’ 

(1) Corps Artillery 

Comparatively k.‘i;e reports dating from June 
aildl July 1951 indicate that the TIorth Korean I Car s 
which then had its headquarters c ? t 1;ORhNGP ‘O-RI (3 8 ObO'b 
126050%) p enjoyed the support of en artillery regiment 
that ujas probably equipped vith 122mm guns. Antiair- 
craft protection for corps. herdquarters was allegedly 
furnished by an 11nknonn number of 37iUfl antiaircraft gWls 
and some antiaircraft macXne guns assigned to a corps 
antiaircraft b? tta lion. The I Corps artillery section 
et tht time BPS under the command of Senior Colonel 
KANG-Pyong-Ch’an ,?nd included Colonel LX&Chrung-Yol$ 
the chief of staff of the artillery section, and Colonel 

_-- --e”- ----u-e. ---1 
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EO-Song&ok, the chief of the artillery tactics section. 
(W . 

(2) North 'Korean 8th Infantry Division 

Yl..en the 8th Division was activated at ' 
idEGiiUNG (37°44rN-128054~5) on about 8 July 1950 from 
the 1st Border Constabulary Brigade, its organic artil- 
lery support consisted of only one artillery battalion 
in place of the usual divisional artillery regiment. 
Furthermore, the antitank battalion and self-propelled 
gun battalion provided for by the'T/O and E of the typi- 
cal Xorth Korean infantry division were both missing 
from'the organizational line-up, The divisional artil- 
lery WZ!S not brought LIP to full strength until the middle 
of July, vrhen t!:ito artillery battalions nere transferred 
from the 10th Division; Although the addition of these 
units brought the divisional artillery up to full per- 
sonnel strength, artillery weapons still relilained far 
beloa the authorized amount at the time the division was 
committed for the first time in the battle for YECH*OII. 
(36040~~-128025!~) on 19 July. (82) 

n 

Of the heavy losses in artillery personnel 
and weapons which the inexperienced 8th Division suf- 
fered in succeeding engagements at the hands of UN artil- 
lery and aircraft, the damage inflicted by an air attack 
during' the battle of SIiJDOX-TONG (36°32%i28050~z) on 
9 August ~87:s by far the most severe. In t1.t attack the 
division lost eight ~~II-OI guns, four 122mm honitzors and 
12 trucks. A partial comuensation occurred soon there- 
after, nhen the unit received six 761i~1 guns, four 122mm 
honlitzors, four trucks and about 50 rep%cements‘. (83) 

After firing its last effective supporting 
mission of the summer cam-?ign, during the five-day 
battle of Ei'?ASAiJ-JOi‘lG (36 t? 06~1~-128*@~';) 9 the divisional 
ertillcry became completely disorganized under the im- 
pact of the UIJ counteroffensive, All vehicles and artil- 
lery weapons of the division were either buried or simply 
abandoned through lack of fuel. 
tion and rotrainin 

During its rcorganiza- 

5'4%) and CII'OSA;J 'i 
phase in the YAi$GDOIZ (390101~-1260 

40050'N-105045tZ) Areas, the 8th Divi- 
sion rcccivcd little artillery equipment and fcw~rwapons 
of heavier calibers, for l-?hon it rcappcarcd in the combat 
zone at RAEJU (3SoO2'B-l25o42'E) in the latter part of 
Dcconbcr as part of the iiorth Korean I Corps, it was 
only equipped, insofar as artillery is concerned, with 
one 122mm ho:-litzcr, one 76m field gun, one 45mm antitank 
gun and three 82mm mortars. (54) 

. ‘?hile 'eommittcd in the SEOUL (37o34IN-1260 
58lE) Sector and along the IILJIN River during the spring 
of 19519 as part of the I Corps, the division sustainod 
considerable personnel casualties and lost a good portion 
of its scent artillery support, including the cntiro 

- . 
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reginteiltal artillery of thk 1st Rifle Regiment which was 
surrounded. and complotcly annihilated on 19 February in 
the vicinity of ~~~~iJGJU:‘~(37°28~IJ-127010~~). Replacements 
for Sohe of these losses RC~C received prior to the Nay 
offensive 9 during T!hich the 8th Division spearhoaded the 
I Corps assault on SEOT.&. 
capfxlrcd lieutenant 

At that time, according to a 

see tion, 
colonel from the division ‘political 

13 82r;un mortars; six 12Omm mortars 
antitank guns, 10 761-m f icld guns and four 
zcrs constituted the sum total of the artillery wbapons 
at, the disposal of the division. Colonel LEE-To-Bin was 
then the Commander of the di&s‘ional artillery. &lost of 
these ncapons crcrc conccxtratcd at regiment51 lcvelr In 
the 3d Regiment, for instance the field artillery bat- 
tcry had a strength of five officers 
officers and 52 privates and IXS 3. 

13 noncommissioned 
cqu pped nrith two 76mm 

field, guns; the regimental mortar company had a strength 
of l”ivc off iccrs, 19 noncommissioned officers and 39 pri- 
vates 2nd T:J~S equipped sith three or four 12Omm mortars; 
and the antitank company with a strength bf five offi- 
cers) -14 noncommissioned officers and 28 privates 173s 
armed with four or five 45mm antitank guhs. Contrary to 
normal North Korean practice, a.11 three units had been 
integrated into an rrtillory’ battalion under the command 
of the regimental artillery officer nho was assisted by 
a staff of five officers and nine noncommissioned offi-. 
CerS , The regimental artillery battalion also inciudod ’ 
a command pie toon comprised of one officer 9 four hon- 
commissioned officers and 11 privates. cc!2 

During the May offensive the 8th Division, 
was badly mauled and forced to abando; a major portion 
of the available artillery rxapons in its disorganized : 
r-lithdrarra 1 ‘.?hilc the division n&s reorganizing and rb- 
training diiing Juno in the vicinity of P’YONGSAI~ (38O 
16~i?-126°26t~), artillery units xerc brought up to full 
strength through the integration of replaccmcnts from ’ 
rcplaocment regiments which pxre assigned to the I Corps 
aild its subordinate units on 7 June, Dut artillery wca- 
pons rcmaincd scarce and Tlerc confined to a ferl ~~IIUU mor- 
tars and antitank rifles in each rifle battalion. (86) 

During the latter part of July, 7;lhilc polic-- 
ing the confcrcncc site at KAESOi;JG (37°58rN-126034*E) 
the 8th Division received a resupply of ammunition an 43. 1 
new complement of Soviet weapons and equipment dosigned 
to provide it Mth a full table of equipment. HorJcvcr 
available reports fail to indicate vhcthor all types ar!d 
calibers of woapons.l-lcrc included and uhcther they wcrc 
actually received in sufficient quantities to allocetc to 
each unit its full cquipmcnt:~llon~ncc. 
source indicates that only 

Indeed 9 one 

pons t7crc issued. (67) 
srx.11 arms and automatic wea- 

(3) Horth Korean 17th f4echanizcd Division i 

Upen its initial activation at P’YOUGYAIJG 
- -I_ -I_--- -1-*-1-w 
(85) TIS (b.DV) 3708 ilT 
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in the early pert of August 1950, the 17tl-1 Wxhanizcd Di- 
vision, which had evolved from the 17th Mechanized Brig- 
ade, cnjoycd the .support .,of a self-propelled artillery 
battalion cquippcd nith 1.6 SU-76 self-propcllcd guns, an 
antitank battalion, armed with 12 45mm antitank guns and 
a field srtillcry.battalion composed of t:lo 76mm gun bat- 
tcrics and one 122mm ho!-ritzcr battery, 
trro rifle regiments 

In addition, the 
of the division cerc supported by the 

normal types and amounts of rcgimcntal and battalion 
artillc'ry, The organic medium tank regiment contributed 
the support potential of the 76m111 guns of its 40 to 60 -. 
(tr.!o or throc battalions)' T-34/76 tanks to the fire-pokr 
of the division. (881 

* 

ps 3 result of piecemeal commitment during 
the late sum&r months of 1950 (in support of the North 

.llorcen II Corps* assault on TAEGU (35 52’ra-12S036’~) and 
in the dcfcnsc of the Seoul - Inchton (37o2811<-126o381~) 
Complex against UN amphibious attack), artillery com- 
poneilt s of the 17th Mechanized Division acquired no cx- 
pcricnce in the delivery of coordinated fire support, 
Most armor and ortillcry not damaged by air attack .cn 
route to the front NBS lost to UN ground and air action 
in these pciccmeal engagements. Only isolated remnants 
of the division artillery, 
lery rireopoi2S 

stripped of all their artil- 
were able to effect e aithdrowal north to 

SINUIJU (40°861N-124024%) in the face of UN countcr- 
offensive. (69) . 

. 
Yhcn in mid-November the 17th Division r;as 

reorganized through the integration of ncn recruits L? nd 
fillers, it retained its designation of a mechanized 
unit but nas issued little armor and low! artillery t!ca- 
pons. One source of questionable reliability states 
that !Ihilc at SIBUIJU the division reccivcd.20 T-34 
tanks, J-0 armored cars and some 82mm morkrs from the 
USSR. HO'1!CVCT9 this is not substantiated by other rc- 
ports from that period, most of which .indicate tllnt the 
division derived i$s sole support from a few s2mm mow 
trrs assigned to the rifle battalions. (90) 

Except for a fc!:r weeks of perfunctory basic 
instructions at SiNUIJU, artillery personnel assigned to 
the reconstituted 17th Division were lac!;ing in training 
and experience; shortly after the division WCS attached 
to the Earth Korean I Corps in the middle of January 
1951 it ws rclcgcltcd to a service function in the corps 
rear area and S;?Y no significant combat action. Vhen on 
about 6 July the division rejoined other forxjard units 
of the I Corps in the kAEJU I?rca, it still had received 
no resupply of heavy equipment, although it retained its 
designation as P mochanizcd division. ;? limited amount 
of battalion artillery, such 2s ti:o 82mm mortars, one 
45mm antitank gun and four 14.smm antitank rifles in one 
of the battalions of the 1st Rifle Regiment, a sm?ll 
amount of regimental artillery and possibly a fcl-r rcmain- 
ing armored vehicles represented the sum total of the 
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supporting weapons'within the division at-that time. 
However, one PW, a recent recrl?it of limited,m'ilitary 
experience, claims to have heard in June that the divi- 
sion was to reqeive some tanks and other heavier wea- 
pons and equipment from the USSR at an unknown date in, 
the future. (91) p, 

(4) North Korean 23d Infantry Division .' 

To date only one prisoner, a deserter,,has 
been captured from the 23d Division. According to this 
Soureel whose information appears coherent and reliable, 
the division had its origin in the 23d Infantry Erigade. 
When the brigade left its activation site at YONGWON 
(39°50fN-126032'E) in mid-December 1950 to join the 
I Corps at HAEJI;, its five battalions were not yet fully 
equipped. However, during the first part of February 
1951 the brigade allegedly received its full~allow~ance 
of equipment including presumably such smaller artillery 
weapons as were called for by the brigade structure, On 
30 May the brigade was expanded into the 23d Division, 
with the integration of fillers from the deactivated 
36th Division and reorganized along the lines of the 
typical North Korean infantry division, On that occa- 
sion a large shipment of artillery pieces was received 
from corps headquarters, according to a hearsay report, 
and was assigned to the artillery regiment of the new 
division. (92) 

(5) North Korean 47th Infantry Division 

, 

The 22d Artillery Regiment, which consti- 
tutes the organic artillery support of the 47th Division, 
was of normal strength and composition when activated at 
SINUIJU on about 1 October 1950. After assignment to 
the 1,Corps in late December, the division was committed 
in several bitter battles which seriously depleted its 
artillery support. By March 1951, when it participated' 
in the defense of SEOUL, its serviceable artillery wea- 
pons had been reduced tc a total of 18 76mrr guns and 18 
76mm howitzers. (93) 

I' 

Deployment of the 47th Division in defensive 
positions along the IMJIN River during May and June re- 
sulted in further losses of artillery equipment due to 
UN ground and air action. Reports indicate that at that 
time only three 122mm howitzers and two 76mm.guns re- 
mained in the divisional field artillery,regiment, while 
the armament of the divisional antitank battalion had 
been reduced to five 45mm antitank.guns and 10 14.5mm 
antitank rifles, The strength of this bat:-Ilion had 
shrunk to 31 officers and 170 enlisteci I,I~A ?nd most of 
the small arms normally issued to these tr;lJps had been 
turned over to the rifle units of the uivision as re- 
placement Weapons . The artillery situatio,; was consi- 
derably better in the rifle regiments: as 0;‘ 9 May the 
2d Regiment, for instance, retained fc,ur 12Omm mortars 
in the regimental mortar company, three 76tim howitzers. 
and one 76mm gun in the artillery battery and six 45mm 
antitank guns in the regiment21 antitank company. The 
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1st Battalion of that regiment was,equipped at the time 
with. two’ 82mm mortars one 45mm antitank gun and Sive 
antitank rifles, * (94j . . 

On about .22 June ‘the 47th Division together 
with other units of the I Corps lNaS taken but.of line and 
trensferred to the Haeju Area, allegedly to be re-equipped 
and receive replacements. Although a number of’replace- 
ments arrived in the latter part of June, no new artil- 
lery weapons or equipment had been received as of 5 Aug.- 
ust, the latest available date of information. (95) 

’ c*. North Korean II Corps 
. 

(1) Corps Artillery 

n 

‘3 

* 

When the North Korean II Corps was re- 
organized in the late fall of 1950, the.corps artillery 
regiment which had been organic to the corps during the 
summer campaign of 1950 was apparently not reactivated 
due to an acute and ,universal shortage of all types of 
artillery weapons. ‘Up,on commitment in the, communist New 
YearIs Eve offensive, the corps was still lacking in any 
artillery reserve. In March 1951, according to a seem- 
ingly competent source, an -antiaircraft regiment organ- 
ized and trained in MANCHURIA was assigned to the corps. 
The regiment !ias comprised to three identical battalions 
each of which consisted of tpfo antiaircraft gun batteries, 
one antiaircraft machine gun battery and a command pla- 
toon; each had a total strength of approximately 420 of- 
ficers and enlisted men. Each of the gun batteries had 
a strength of around 100. officers and men and was 
equipped with four 37mm M-1939 antiaircraft guns while 
the machine gun battery was armed with 18 12,7mm Dshk 
M-1938 antiaircraft, machine guns but had the same strength 
as the gun batteries, The battalion was .furthercore 
eqflipped with eight trucks which were employed as prime 
movebs for the antiaircraft guns, Shortages in corn- ’ 
municetion and fire control equipment ostensibly limited 
the effectiveness of this unit. The regiment was de- 
ployed in the car 
(38°24rN-127018T?; P 

s rear area to secure the.P’yonggang 
Airfield and other important military 

targets against UN air attacks and was still assigned to 
the ‘corps at the time of the source,‘s capture in the 
middle of June. (?6) 

An exceedingly vrell informed North Korean 
artillery officer reports that the II Corps received a 

. 

new issde of artillery vleapons from the USSR during the 
latter part of May. Each division in the corps was al- 
legedly issued the following artillery pieces: 12 122mm 
honitzers, 12 76mm fie1.d guns, 12 76mm howitzers, 18 
120mm mortars, 81 82mm mortars and 48.45mm antitank gdns. 
HoTlever 9 instead of being assigned directly to the divi- 
sions, ‘a large portion of this armament remained with the 
corps artillery reserve. Concurrently with the receipt 
of these weapons, an intensiv.e training program Pas in- 
augurated for all artillery personnel, most of whom Vlere 
without any prior artillery experience or training. This 
-1- ‘- I. 
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same PW clafms that at the time of his defection in June 
1951, Major General KIM-11 was the artillery officer of 
II Corps. His staffs included Colonel .KV$ON-Chin-,%, the 
artillery section chief of staff, and Lieutenant Colonel 
LEE-Chong-,Sun, the tactical planning (operations) offi-. 
cer of the corps artillery section. While this report 
has not been entirely confirmed it indicates i’f true 
that artillery elements of the 11 Corps have Achieved 
combat effectiveness and level of armament which corn- 

A 
: 

pares favorably with the artillery potential et the time 
of the initial invasion. (97) 

(2) North Korean 2d Infantry Division 

Artillery elements. ‘as well as other subor- 
dinate units of the 2d Division had already completed 
several :- ears’ of intensive training under a cloak of 
secrecy allen the division was officially activated at 
NANAM (41°42*N-1P9041tE) in February 1948. The artil- , 
lery arm of the newly-constituted division was compar- 
able in structure to that of the typical North Korean 
infantry division; but although Soviet artillery weapons 
had arrived intermittently since September.1947 at the I 
activation site, artillery units had not yet received 
their- full complement of weapcns and equipment, After 
over two years of continuous training at NANAM and HAM- 
HUNG (39O54+fiT-l27O32’E), the division artillery to- 
gether with other elements of the division departed on 
12 June 1950 for its assembly area along the 38th Paral- 
lel via YANGGU (38~06f~-12P00~~), where it was fully 
equipped with new Soviet artillery pieces. (98) 

In its first supporting action during the 
battle of CF!‘UNCH’ON (17”52’N-127@44’E) on 26 and 27 
June 19509 accurate ROK counterbatterv fire caused the 
destruction of arcund seven of the division’s 16 SU-76 
self-propelled guns9 two 45mm antitank guns and a number 
of mortars of all types. After crossing the HAN River 
at ICH’ON .(37°161N-127026’E), which resulted in further 
losses of mortars and heavier artillery weapons the 
division found it increasingly difficult to sec:re re- 
supplies of ammunition and equipment. When on 31 August 
the artillery laid a preparatory barrage on the a*estern 
bank of the NAKTONG’River opposite PUGONG-NI (35"30'N- 
128 24’Z) in support of the division’s assault across the 
river, its strength had been further sapped. by UN air 
attacks and counterbattery fire,$ 
for instance, 

In the 3d Battalion, 
on1.y four 76mm guns and three 122mm 

howitzers remained. In the precipitate withdrawal of 
the division from its Naktong Bridgeheed on 17 &ptember 
and subsequent headlong retreat northward a 11 remaining 
arti’llery pieces were either buried or abindoned to UN 
Forces, An analysis of PW interrogation reports reveals 
that betT?een 25 June and 25 September the 2d Division 
suffered the loss of some 70 conventional artillery . 
pieces of all types in addition to 30 45mm antitank guns. 
The high rate of attrition prevalent among artillery 
units of the division is well illustrated by ‘the self- ’ 
propelled gun battalion which suffered 75$ casualties 

(97) 
(98) 

KT 0468, 0564, 0757. 
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amon? its personnel and lost 9@$ of its guns. (951) 

After reorganization of the 2d Division at 
KANGGYE (4C05nrN-126C34fE) during November, divisional 
artillery,units were under-strength both in weapons and8 
equipment. Consequently, the traininp program to which 
the divisional troops'were subjected at KANGClYE stressed 
the employment of man-power to compensate.for.the lack of 
heavier supporting weapons..,.When,on about 28 December 
the 2d Division joined the North Korean II Corps in the 
Hwach'on (38o06'N-l27o42'E) Sector in order.to partici- 
pate in the flanking effort that had been assigned II 
Corps in the forthcoming offensive, the divisional artil- 
lery regiment, though having a strength of around 450 
officers and men, was devoid of,all artillery weapons. 
Even orgenic artillery within the rifle regiments was 
highly limited and was confined to two or three 82mm 
mortars and an equal number of captured 2.36-inch US 
rocket launchers in each rifle battalion. This absence 
of.all heavier.supporting weapons, including 12Omm .mor- 
tars.and regimental 76mm howitzers, probably finds its 
explanation in the fact that the 2d Divisicn together 
with the l@th Divi.sion.and other elements of the corps 
had been assigned a guerrilla mission. In the accom- 
plishment of this mission the division had to infiltrate 
through Ufi lines and confine its movements to mountain 
trails which precluded the transport of normal artillery 
weapons. (100) 

.” 
In the subsequent'bitter brttles of attri- 

tion with UN Forces, artillery units of the 2d Division 
sustained heavy casualties and suffered the loss of some 
of the few supporting weapcns available at battalion 
level, Those artillery units thrt had retained some 
semblance of cohesion end succeeded in reac'?ing the II 
Corgs assembly area in the vicinity of HOEYANG (38'42'r\T- 
127 36'~) were subjected to,a thorough reorganization. 
While training in this area from mid-March to mid-IVIay 
1951, the divisional artillery units as well as other 
elements of the 2d Division were brought up to strength 
throuph, the integration of replacements, During this, 
time, too, limited quantities of artillery pieces were 
received including,&ccording to one FW, 120mm Soviet- 
type,mortars that were manufactured in P'YGNCYANG. The 
North Korean version of this mortar allegedly differ- 
entiates itself from its Soviet counterpart in that the 
former bears no factory marking and is fitt.ed aith'a 
base-plate and with a traversing and elevating mechanism 
which resembles that of the ?2mm Soviet mortar. It is 
said to have a maximum range of approximately 6,270 yd 
(5;700 meters) whichjl;;l~ractically identical to that of 
the Soviet mortar. L 

When the 2d Division had completed its re- 
organization and retraining in Inlay and TJ'as committed in 
the renewed communist offensive effort, the so-called 2d 

'Impulse of the Fifth Phase Offensive, it enjoyed a 

(??) TIS (ADV) 50 
> 
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(100) 
1468, 1709, i741: 1762, 1826, i978, 23ll, 3223. - 
;;$'A;;: 2954, 3084, 3202, 3217, 3220, 3223, 
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greater artillery support potential than at any time 
since its reconsti.tution, although still below T/C and E 
requirements. The divisional artillery regiment was 
equipped with five 122mm howitzers and between four and 
six 76mm field guns and had a strength of approximately 
800 men. The antitank battalion had increased its arma- 
ment to around eight 45mm antitank guns. V?i thin the 
rifle regiments the supporting fire delivered by a 
limited number of 120mm mortars could be supplemented 
a considerable amount of battalion artillery (which 

by 

the typical rifle battalion averaged about five &mm 
in 

mortars, tvYo 45mm antita.nk guns, four or five antitank 
rifles and occasionally some captured US rocket launch- 
ers). But communications equipment was still in short 
supply and limited the effectiveness of divisional artil- 
lery units, This is illustrated by the following excerpt 
from the interrogation of a PW from one of the battalion 
mortar-companies of the Td Division: “The Aforward ob- 
servey/, who is usually the company commander, takes one 
man forward to be a runner because no communication fa- 
cilities are available.. When the lobserver sighted the 
enemy position, he gave the coorfiinates to-the runner, 
and the runner in turn relayed LtheE/ to men stationed 
within hearing distance on down to the platoon leaders.” 
Mortar personnel of the division had by this time ac- 
quired a certain degree of proficiency and learned to 
reduce equipment losses by properly emplacing and camou- 
flaging their weapons. One FW from this division states, 
for instance, that as a rule the 82mm mortars of his 
company were positioned in emplacements measuring ap- 
proximately 8 ft in diameter and 8 inches in depth; the 
positions were carefully camouflaged with fresh branches, 
The mortars are normally located approximately 500 yd to 
the rear of the forward infantry positions, it is 
claimed, with a distance of around 25 ft separating in- 
dividual emplacements. 
load for each weapon, 

Usually the basic ammunition 
which averages about 80 rounds, is 

stacked up in a pile approximately 35 ft behind the em- 
placement. To solve the ammunition problem captu.red 
ammunition for US 81mm mortars was allegedly used inter- 
than eably Ipith Soviet ammunition for the 82mm mortar. 
(102$ 

Considerable personnel dosueltics and losses 
of artillery equipment were sustained in the May offen- 
sive which carried the 2d Division to the gates of 
HAJINBU-FL1 (37038 ~N-123o34’X). When in late ‘May and 
early June the division was forced to withdraw to the 
Inje (38”041N-128010tE) Area under strong UN pressure, 
further significant artillery losses vere inflicted by 
particularly effective and nccurctc UN artillery fire. 
With the tactical situation more or less stabilized the 
division, while fighting a defensive action in the !nje 
Sector for the next few months, found time to reorganize 
its artillery units and bring them up to T/O strength 
through the integration of replacements. At the same 
time the rifle regiments apparently received a limited 
amount of artillery, 
or field guns, 

including 761x11 regimental howitzers 
and 120mm and 82mm mortars so that by 

mid-August, the latest available date of Identification 
regimental and battalion artillery units were approaching, 

--- 
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but had. not yet reached, full strength in personnel as 
well as equipment. Supplies -of artillery ammunition, 
too, seem to have been adequate by August, for one PW 
captured during that period reports that his’mortar 
com.pany had 300 rounds of mortar ammunition on hand, 
while another prisoner pegs the ammunition supply ,of 
his mortar company at 1,000 rounds, Hc~e~er.~ a good 
part of ,this ammunition apparently 1’~s de?‘>-tiue; accord- 
ing to one. source9 20;, of the mo:~ ter smmuzlition had bad 
primers and 30s were i?u.ds. (y’_L;) 

. Mesnwkii ie the divisfonal artillery regiment 
was det’ached from tine division during the latter part of 
May and asaimgned tc an artillery training center at qOE- 
YANG for a thlee-mon.& artil.lery course designed to 
train the new rep_assmer ts and raise the combat, effici- 
ency of the regjnent ;~-i!~r to the arrival of a full com- 
plement of Sovl~t art’,llery wea.~3or,s a Xben khe 1st Bat- 
talion 0-Y that regim.z;lt re:re.?to(? 11a.z31; to tl-e 23 Division 
in .mid -.!;urue.I ‘“5 is he? a tptnl sc,re;l~~I? of 250 officers 
and men 01’g~3112.7& i1?.L5 a hc?d:uarrori ‘+tr,,l’ny and two 
artillery bat.tdri.es, For rea;c’l? thd:, u^re 2s yet not I 
entirely clues -‘,he o.;.her battery ,cf ihat battalion as 
we1.1 as ‘the 2d96ndC 33 Battalions f:? the artillery regi- f 
ment continued training at UGOEYANS, The headquarters 
battery of the lst Battalion was compri.sed of a recon- 
naissance platoon. and a signal platoon equipped with. 
three field telephones and two transceivers. The 1st 
Battery was equipped. vith four 122mm ~-1938 howitzers 
and the 2d Battery with four 76mnm V-194-2 guns. Soviet 
ZIS-151 trucks organic to each battery were employed as 
prime movers for these weapons. A captured member of 
this battalion again exemplified the improved security 
measures that North Korean commanders have adopted to 
protect their weapons from damage by UN ground end air 
action; this source reports that the,artillery pieces of 
the. battalion prere .emplsced by battery in bunker-type 
emplacements separated by a distance of 60.ft in case of 
the 122mm howitzer and 30 ft in that of the 76mm.gun. 
Ammunition was stored in slit trenches constructed at a 
distance of about 12 ft. from the emplecement, mlhile the 
prime movers were secured far in the rear except t:rhen 
used PS supply trucks. In spite of these improvements 
in the general artillery situation, maintenance facili- 
ties 9 accorr’ing to the source just quoted, are still 
nonexistent in. forward areas; consequently, commanders 
stress the need for first-echelon maintenance. (104) _, 

(3) North Korean 13th Infantry Division 

Organized along the lines of the typical 
North Korean infantry division, the artillery ,components 
of the 13th Infantry Division did not draw their ful2: 
complement of artillery Tq!eapons until 15 June 1950, 
three months after the activation, of the division at 
SINUIJU. Like the.rest of the division, the divisional - 
artillery crossed the 38th Parallel on 26 June at full 
T/O. and $ strength. In the engagementg that, followed 

(.Y&) In.0393 0394 0399 0400 0414 : 

0658, O%6O, 0357, 1687, d47, 
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commitment of the division, the effectiveness of the 
supporting artillery was progressively reduced by losses 
of artillery weapons and personnel casualties inflicted 
by UN counterbattery fire and air action and by an in- 
creasing shortage of ammunition and communications 
equipment which began to be severely felt in the early _ 
part of August. By 22 August the original armament of 
the artillery regiment had been reduced to 13 76m-i~ field 
guns and nine 122mm howitzers end its strength had de- 
clined to around 900 officers and men. During the UN 
counteroffensive in September artillery elements of the, 
division became completely disorganized and all artil- 
lery p’eapons that had net been destroyed were abandoned. 
(105) , 

From November 1950 until February 1951 the 
artillery regiment of the 13th Division was reconstituted 
and retrained in MANCHURIA. Dummy artillery pieces l!‘ere 
employed initially in this training until regular wea- 
pons became available in January. At that time the regi- 
ment is reported to have received 30 76rr.m and six 122mm 
artillery pieces plus a total of 3,900 rounds of ammuni- 
tion for these rr!eapons. Upon the departure of the artil- 
lery regiment from its training site in February six 
2&ton trucks and 30 l*-ton trucks v!ere issued as prime 
movers. In March the regiment rejoined the rest of the 
division at SINAXJUNG-RI (38°38’N-127042’E). (106) 

During April 9 after the 13th Division had 
joined the II Corps, the most serviceable artillery 
pieces and trucks and 507 of the ammunition supply in 
the hands of the division artillery were transferred to 
the 1st Battalion of the artillery regiment, which was 
then attached directly to.the artillery section of II 
Corps as a temporary artillery reserve. The battalion 
was subsequently committed in support of the corps of- 
fensive effort in the Inje Sector. Meanwhile the 2d and 
3d Battalions of the 13th Division artillery regiment re- 
ceived further combat training near KULEGANGWON-NI 
(38o40’N-128oOOIE) and as of the middle of August, the 
latest available information, had not yet seen any com- 
bat. PsW from the 1st Battalion indicate that the 
accuracy of the supporting fire delivered by that unit 
left much to be desired due to shortages cf proper fire 
control equipment. Since forward observers p’ere issued 
only binoculars to determine range and distance, it was 
generally necessary to fire nine or 10 rounds before the 
target had been zeroed in. Kowever, by the middle of 
summer, ammunition resupply apparently no longer pre- 
sented a serious problem to the enemy, for one of the 
captured members of this unit states that by Aupust the 
1st Battalion received 150 to 200 rounds of artillery 
ammunition every third or fourth day. (107) 

Some artillery was also available within 
the rifle regiments of the 13th Division. Reports dating 

(105) TIS (ADV) 771, 787, 804, 890, 895, 1016, 1193, 
1202, 1237, 1409, 1468, 1582, 1919, 2004, 
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from the period April to June 1953. indicate that each 
infantry regiment averaged approximately l2 82mm mortars, 
18 14.5mm antitank rifles., some 76mm regimental howit-, 
zers and a varying number-of 45~811 antitank guns,,which 
were 'often.employed'es direct support weapons. j (108) 

1 

.' (4) North I-&ean .27th Division , I, 
. . v. 

When the 27th Division was organized'in the 
Yangdok (39010rN-126054tE) Area, .it was patterned after 
the typical North Korean Infantry Division in its organ- 
izational structure? except that the divisional artil- 
lery regiment was missing. Upon assignment to the 'North 
Korean II Corps just prior to the communist January of- 
fensive, the division's only artillery support came from 
a small number of battalion artillery weapons which in 
the typical battalion averaged two or three.mortars and 
an equal number of 14.5mm antitank rifles, Since Soviet 
82mm mortars were in short supply, they had been sup- 
plementcd by captured US 6Omm and 81mm mortars; conse- 
quently, the division relied largely on captured US. 
mortar ammunition. Following the bloody defeat of the, . 
division at the gates of WONJU.(37"20'~~,127°56'E) during, 
the first week of January 1951, the artillery situation" 
became even more ecute. One officer reports, for in- 
stance, that on 5 February two mortars for. which there 
was no ammunition constituted the entire artillery sup- 
port with his regiment. However, by the end of that 
month the'division had succeeded in withdrawing to the 
Hajinbu-Ri (37038*N-l28o34'E) Area and some replacement 
mortars together'with a limited amount of mortar ammunl- 
tion became available. Still the division derived.its 
only indirect,fire support from mortar-type weapons of 
low combat efficiency, Mortar company commanders had,to 
rely on runners for.communications and the transmission 
of firing data. Furthermore, firing was very inaccurate, 
since mortar sights were not ava3lable. (lo?) 

. 
While the 27th Division was reorganizing 

and.retraining in the vicinity of HOEYANG from mid-March 
to mid-May of this year, battalion and regimental artil- b 
lery units were brought up to.strength through the in.- 
tegration of replacements. A limited amount of smaller 
artillery weapons, including14.5mm antitank rifles, 

I< 

82mm and 120mm mortars and possibly a f.ew 76mm guns, 
were also issued at this time, together rrith adequate ', 
ammunition. When the division was put back on line to 
participate' in the May offensive, it still had only the 
support of its underequipped battalion and regimeqtal I 
artillery and consequently, sustained crippling casual- 
ties and equipment losses at the hands of ,the.ROK Capital 
Division in the Sorak-San (3~C071N-128"OO'E), Sector. 
V?hile withdrawing to the Yanggu (38°06r~~-12?000~~l Area. 
in the face of the UN counteroffensive that followed this 
engagement, the division for the first time received the 
support of its artillery regiment. The regiment was 
activated at KANGSO (38 58'N-l25'28tR) in February 1951, 

-- 
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possibly,from.elements.of the deactivated 38th Division, 
and trained'at its zctivat~on.site.l,~til mid-April. At 
that time the regimental headquarters,was,transferred to 
HOEYANG together,with.the 1st and.2d Artillery Battal- 
ions, while the 3d Battalion was sent either to WJNSAN. 
(39~10fN-~.27026~~) or-HGNGNATlf . (39o48fN-127030rE) to per- 
form security duties onthe east coast. At HOEYANG the 
artillery regiment apparently continued its training. 
until’it joined the rest of tne 27th Division in the 
early part of June. (110) 

At that time the newly-acquired field 
artillery regiment of the 27th Division, which carried 
the code designation 407th Unit, was commanded by Lieu-* ’ 
tenant* Colonel or Colonel KIM-Ki-Ho. Its personnel and ,- 
equipment str'ength was.normal; however,.interrogatian. j 
reports indicate that certain substitutions had been - 
effected in the types of artillery equipment issued to 
this unit. The 1st Artillery Battalion, with a strength 
of around 30 officers and 180 enlisted men, was equipped. 
with four 122~~ M-1938 hov!itzers and eight 76mm h?-1942 
field guns; the equipment of the 2d Battalion consisted ..’ 
of 12 @mm field guns; while the 3d Battalion., which was I 
still stationed in the I'\ronsan .. Hungnam Sector, was- al- 
legedly armed with 12 76mm M-1938 mountain guns. In 
addition, each battalion was equipped with approximately 
12 trucks (GAZ-51 2-&ton trucks and captured US l&ton 
and 3/4-ton trucks in case of the 1st Battalion) and a 
considerable amount of signal equipment, including two 
13-B wireless sets, 12 field telephones, one switch- 
board and ample quantities of ‘field wire. Further sig- 
nal equipment, 
sp,itchboard and 

including five RBiY transceivers, one 
‘eight field. telephones, was found in the 

regimental signal section. The regiment, consequently, ; 
had at its disposal ‘a communications potential. which, , . 
according to North Korean standards, should be rated as 
exceptional,‘. This signal equipment aas employed in I 
accordance ~it’h normal enemy practice: .telephones served .I 
-to maintain communications within administrative cir- 
cuits, while wireless equipment was reserved for use in 
fire-control nets, X111) 

The divisional field artillery found im- I 
mediate employment upon joining its parent organization. 
In its nightly fire missions supporting the division’s I 
defensive effort, the artillery regiment expended on an , 
average of 80 to 100 rounds of artillery ammunition per 
night,. This ammunition consumption by the divisional j 
artillery, coupled eiith reports of increased ammunition - 
expenditure and resupply within regimental and battalion 
artsllery units, shon clearly that the ammun$tion supply 
problem in the 27th Division had .largcly been-solved by , 1 
the latter part of June, Limited amounts of .,replace- 
mcnt artillery pieces, including mortars and some 76mm .’ 
M-19021’30 guns, l;ere also received by the division dur- I 
ing July and August and were assigned to the rifle regi- 
merits, As a resulti regimental and battalion artillery 
units began to approach full table of equipment allom- 

(110) KT 0222, 0315, 0320, 0342, 0346, 0388, 0483, 
0533, 0565, 0946, 1036, 1044, 1091, 

(111)’ XT 0946, 1036, 1044, 1091. . 



antes by ‘&d-August. Thus, most rifle battalions aver- 
aged from.four to’six 82mm mortars, tvlo 45mm antitanl- 
guns and a’ feel antitank rifles; infantry regiments were 
equipped with up to four 76m guns. But few- 120mm Iror- 
tars have been reported during that ‘period. The enemy 
attempted to protect his improved supply of artillery 
Vveapons by emplacing his artillery pieces in well- 

- camouflaged earth-and-timber pillboxes; however, these 
attempts were only mcderately- successf;l, for enemy pri- 
soners from the 27th Division credit UN artillery fire 
with excellent accuracy and claim that it inflicted 
heavy personnel casualties and damage to artillery vIea- 
pons. Between 20 June and 1 July, for instance, one 
122mm hoivitzer and eight 76mm guns plus an undetermined 
amount of regiment21 and battalion artillery were lost 
to UN artillery fire, Nevertheless, replacements of 
artillery equipment partially compensated for this 1.0s~ 
and when the division Tillas last identified in the Pia-ri 
(38°16’N-.128002rE) Area’on 11 September 1951, the ef- 
fectiveness of its artillery support, by virtue of ex- 
cellent communications, an adequate supply of artillery 
ammunition.and the thorough training of divisional artil- 
lery personnel, deserved a high evaluation in comparison 
with other North Korean combat units. (112) 

D. * North Korean III Corps 
.“. 
(l) Corps Artillery 

. Upon reorganization of the North Korea.n III 
Corps-ln,the Kanggye Area during late fall of 1950, an 
artillery regiment constituted the corps artillery re- 
serve. This regiment. was equipped vlith a mixture of 
artillery pieces, including, according to one source, 
three 122mm F-1938 howitzers, seven medium-caliber anti- 
tank guns and 10 45mm antitank guns; these lr!eapons had ’ 
presumably been salvaged from the North Korean Army’s 
defeat in the south. Since the artillery regiment, being 
roadbound, lagged,behind the fobt troops in the movement 
from the reorganization site to the front, the III Corps 
was committed in the P'yongch'ang (37o22'N~l28o42'E) 
Sector during February 1951 without support from its 
artillery’ reserve, (113) 

From thet time until the present, informa- 
tion regarding the corps’artillery regi-ment has been 
scattered *and highly frkgmentary. Several references in- 
dicate that'during the spring of this year, elements of 
the III Corps, including possibiy the corps artillery :-' 
regiment, undervirent artillery training in the Inje Area. 
In late spring, according to an unconfirmed though seem- . 
ingly well-informed source, the III Corps is supposed to 
have received a full, complement of artillery weapons for 
each of its subordinate. divisions. Only a portion of 
these weapons was issued to the divisions, while the 
bulk was held in reserve et a corps artillery training 
center in the vicinity of HOEYAMG, where. artillery units 
from each division of the corps were sent in relays for 
IT-- - 
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(113) 

KT. 0388,, 0444, 0946 0951, 1021, 1027, 1~31, 1036, 
1044, 1091, 1105, 1!24,.1134, 1346, 1478,-1510, 
1587, 1678. 
TIS (ADV) 4293. .’ ~~~~~~,~y~\~-) 



, 

(7 

an intensive training course. This ahcount suggests 
that the corps. artillery reserve may have been augmented 
at this time by the, transfer to corps on. a permanent 
basis’of some of the divisional:artillery units. The 
corps artillery section , . according te t,he same source, 
v’as of normal structure and included Colonel HAN-Kuk- 
Chin, the chief of staff.of the section, a tadtical 
planning section under Lieutenant Colonel LEE-Chi-Chung 
and a reconnaissance section under E$aj or LX-Kye-Lim. 
(114) 

I ’ 

No further information is available on the 
artillery potential of III Corps until the early part 
of September, when prisoners from the 45th Division in- 
dicated that the ‘corps artillery reserve consisted of an 
artillery regiment i-‘hich supported their division 5-n. a 
limited counterattack ,ngainast 
(38~2hw12ecom) Sector. 

an objective in the Ipo-ri 
The regiment seems to have 

been equipped with around 12 76mm field guns and an un- 
determined number of larger pieces. According to a 
rumor heard. by one of. the PsW, the corps was to receive 
an additional 100 artillery pieces “in the.near future.” 
Most sources concur that the ammunition supply problem 
had largely been solved in the III Corps by this time 
and that ample qua.ntities of ammunition for corps as 
well as division artillery weapons had been stock-piled 
in the corps a.mmunition dump. This .is illustrated by 
the fact that the ccrps artillery regiment apparently 
was able to fire between 1,000 and 2,000 rounds of pre- 
paratory fire in support of the 45th Division. While it 
is probable, therefore, that the North Korean III Corps 
currently hss .an artillery reserve of regimental + 
strength, the composition and equipment of that reserve 
has not been definitely determined 9 although indications 
are that it is not ]ret fully equipped. The combat ef- 
fectiveness of that reserve, in spite of an adequate 
ammunition supply and protracted periocl of training, 
must remain dcubtful since it is lacking in combat ex- 
perience. (115) 

1 
(2) North Korean,lst Infantry Division 

Students attending a. two-month artillery 
course at the No. 1 Civilian Training Center st KAECY’CN 
(~Q”40’N-125”381E) furnished the cadre for the di-vi- 
siAna artillery when the North Korean 1st Division was 
activated in late 1946. From this time until the divi- 
sion began to move into advanced attack positions ‘along 
the 38th Parallel in the vicinity of SONGHYCW-FI (3ec 
041N-12602P1E) in June 1959, c’ivisicnal artillery units 
were subjected to a continuolls proerem of intensive. 
training under the supervision of Soviet military ad- 
visors. As a result, the initial attack of the division 
on 25 June down the vital Kaesong (37”58’N-l26*34’E) - 
Seoul Axis was supported by a well-trained artillery arm 
of normal strength, structure and equipped with a full 
complement of Soviet weapons. Heavy UN artillery fire 
encountered during the assault on SEOUL caused consider- 
able damage to artillery equipment and hy the end of the 
first week of the campaign the, division had lost one 
122mm howitzer rnd three 76mm guns.. Commitment of the 

---I_--- 

(114) 
(115) 

. 

TIS (ADV) 3073, 4047, 046F3. 
KC 0512, 1468, 
Ml, 1914. 

1485, 
4286; 

1562, 
~~'0044, 

1631, 1652, 
0062, 

1834, 



self-progelled gun batt.alion on 13 July at PUN'YONG (36’ 
44'N-128 Q~‘E),, vhere the‘division fought its.first 
major engagement, resulted in the destruction of five 
SU-~76 self-propelled mounts and the further loss of a 
large number of artillery pieces. The.rate of attrition 
of artillery weapons continued to be high throughcut the 
summer campaign as the 1st Division carried one of the 
main efforts in the,North Korean Army's asseu'lt on TAEGU. 
Equipment Losses became particularly prohibitive during 
the last desperate stages of that assault from late 
August to mid-September. By this time the artillery wea- 
eons in the hands of the AivisYon had been reduced to 
eight sv-76 self-propelled guns, six 122mm horr*itzers, 
seven 45mm antitank guns' end a small number of ~~IIY.Y guns 
?nii regimental howitzers. These remaining artillery 
pieces, too, were either abandoned or destroyed when the 
division began to retreat in discrder on about 19 Sep- 
tember under the impact of the UN counteroffensive. 
(116) 

When the 1st Division v'as reconstituted in 
the IZanggye - Manp'ojin (4.1"1G'N-l26o18'E) Area during 
late October and November, it retained the normal artil- 
lery structure of the typical North Yorean infantry di- 
vision. But aside from 'a fela: mortars and antitank 
rifles assigned to the rifle regiments, artillery weapons 
l;rere altogether absent. Upon departl?re of the division 
from its reorganization site during the first week of 
December, the state.of training of the divisional artil- 
lery units, due to the absence of v)eapons and the lack of 
qualified instructors, left much to be desired, Conse- 
quently, the artillery regiment of the division \tTas sent 
back tc a training centor in the vicinity of KUXSGT\TG 
(38°25~~-~27”36~~n) during the first part of,Fcbruary 1951 
for further intensive training, Plhile the division con- 
ducted its combat operations in the P'yongch'ang Sector 
under the still highly-limittd support of its regimental 
and battalion artillery, vihile a fw Soviet artillery 
pieces were apparently received dnring the early part of 
spring, the artillery weapons at these echelons stil.1 re- 
mained in critically short supply. The average battal- 
ion at that time possess& from three to six 14.5mm 
antitank rifles and around three or four 82mm mortars tir 
captured US 60mm mortars, while the regiments had a fev! 
isolated 76mm guns or howitzers and one or two 45mm 
antitank guns. A critical shortage of ammunition that 
prevailed in the division during the spring of 1951 
further emphasized the inar!equacy of the artillery SUP- 
port e Although a few artillery weapons, including three 
122mm hoplit zer s 9 were received from the UGLR around 
1 April+ .their number was too felnl to effect the artillery 
situation materially: (11.7) 

Concurrently T*Tith the relief of the Sst 
Divisi.on in late April or early May and its transfer to 
the T'ongch'on (38054'N-127°54'E) Area, the divisional 
artillery regiment left KUMSCNG in order to join the rest 
IcII--e---I--- 

(116) 

(117) 
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of the division ,at its new ‘station. While the division 
trained 5n this area and ‘performed a coastal secl>rity 
mission,. the artillery units -et ali echelons I:Tere 
brought up .to strenet? through the assignment of re- 
placement personnel and were issued sufficient quanti- * 
ties nf nelrl artillery weapons to bring them close to 
their full T/E allowances, In the middle of Al-gust 
adequate amounts of ammunition for these weapons 1prere 
issued and on 23 August the d&vision, this time accom- 
panied by’its artillery regiment, departed T’ONGCX’ON 
to relieve elements of the II Corps in the Ip’o-ri 
Sector. Nest. prisoners captured u.pon recomitment of 
the c7ivision in early September concur that regimental 
and batta.lion artillery units had reached almost full 
strength in personnel as well as equipment; the aver- 
ape rifle battelicn was allegedly equipped rith about 
nine ?Zmm mortars 2nd six 14.5rr.m antitank rifles while 
the regiments1 artillery included three or four +6mm 
guns or ‘howitzers, some 45mm rntitank guns and around 
six 120mm mortars, However 4 the ix0 45~~ guns found in 
the battalion antitank platoon of the typical North Ko- 
rean infantry division had appare'ntly not been re- 
issued. At division level, on the other hand, artillery. 
support still fell short of T/O and E reql?ireLoents, 
according to the best evidence available. It probably * 
included approrimately six 122~ hwitzers 12 76m~ 
field guns, 10 45mm antitank puns enc! possibly some 
120mm mortars. floarever, it is not unlikely that the 
artillery su.pport potentiF of the 1st Division may have 
been improved in the meantime, for c” PW captured on 
3 September claims tr have heprc' from his unit comrwnder 
that the III Ccrps ws to receive an additional 100 
artillery pieces "in the near futwe." (1.18) 

(3-J North Korean 15th Infantry Division 

Artillery units of the North Korean i5th 
Infantry Division were activated at NAJIY (4Z015’N- 
130°18'E) simultonecusly with the rest of the division 
during the rapid build-up which the North Korean Army 
experienced in the l:Teeks immediately preceding the inva- 
sion. Members of the divisional artillery received 
their training frpm March through the first part df June 
1950 at the so-called Special Training Branch of the Ci- 
vili'an Youth Tr;,ining Center at NAJIN. In IGay and June 
artillery pieces bcgen to arrive directly from the USSR 
and when-the 15th Division de carted 
near KUFCHPA (3?ol?'>T-127°29'E 5 

for .st,?@ng arees 
on about 20 June, it was 

accompanied by an artillery arm of normal strength, 
composition and equipment. (114) 

Secavse’ of t!?e relatively short 2nd super- 
’ ficial training of its artillery personnel, the division 

suffered the loss of consider~~b3.e quantities of artil- 
lery equipment in the course of its southt-lard advances on 
the central front, The rate of attri.tion ~‘as Darticu- 
larl-y high in the self-propelled gun battalion‘which In 
one nttpck hg' UT? aircraft on 5 August lost eight SU;76 

----_----- --I_-- 
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guns . Nevertheless,' r-Then. the division?1 artillery-p'as 
committed in support of the division in the all-cut 
rssnult on YOBGC?J'ON (35058fN-128C57'E) on 2 September, 
it v.as still cepeble of delivering effective supporting 
fire until all ammunition supplies on hand had been ex- 
hzusted. During the engzgcmcnt, nccurote UN counterbst- 
tery fire inflicted heavy cnsuoltios amonp ertillcry 
personnel 2nd knocked out a good part, of the remaining 
artillery pieces. Inexperience and overconfidence of 
artillery personnel and commenders in the 15th Division 
became parti.cularly apparent in this operation, for the 
supporting artillery was emplaced too far forward and 
was consequently separated from the rest of the division 
by a UN counterattack. As a result, the divisional 
artillery commander was killed and ell remairing artil- 
lery weapons were either destroyed or captured. (120) 

-- 

In the reorganization which followed its 
headlong end disorderly retreat to TOKCTJ'CN (39'46'N- 
126°181E) in early October, the 15th Division retained 
the oigenizetionsl pattern of the typical Uorth Korean 
infantry division, including an ertillery arm of normal 
structure. But while the divisional artillery units 
were brought up to almost full strength, they were al- 
most entirely lacking in artillery weapons. The divi- ,. 
sion was only issued a few mortars (Tlithout ammunition) 
that had been'salvaged in the almost complete disinte- 
gration of the North Korean Army. After the division 
joined the III Corps in the Kanggye Area in November, 
additional mortars as 1rTell as a fern heavier artillery 
weapons were received from i'XA?JCFIURIA rnc' when it began 
its march sollth on ahcut 6 December, the divisional 
artillery regiment had.reached a strength of around 
1,200 officers and men and was equipped 775th seven 76mm 
field guns and'three 45mm antitank guns, all of them 
ox-drawn. All elements of the division, including the 
artillery regiment, received further training in the 
Inje Ar&. from late December linti mid-February. Some 
mortar and'small arms ammunition was also issued during 
that period. (121) 

When the 'division was committed in the 
P'yongch'ang Sector' in late February 1951, the divi- " 
sional artillery regiment, which vnas still under-. 
equipped and insufficiently trained, continued its train- 

.ing in the vicinity of INJE. Consequently, infantry 
units of the division had only the'support of their own 
organic battalion and regimental artillery. Yovlever, 
the artillery units et these echelons, althouph still 
lacking a major part of their T/E irleapons, v'ere better 
equipped at the time than their counterparts in most 
other Xorth Korean divisions. The typical regiment pos- 
sessed from three to five 120mm mortars, one or tlllo 45mm. 
antitank guns and a few 76mm regimental howitzers, while 
the average battalion was equipped l?Tith from five to 
eight 82mm mortars 2nd up to nine 14.?mm.antitank rifles. 
But in the lsth, as in other divisions of the North Ko- 

the shortage of artillery ammunition remained 
ZZ?iZ?9 (122) 

_--_ __-- 
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The artillery situation et battalion and 
regimental,levsl remained essentially stntid while the 
15th Division was committed intermittently on the east- 
ern front during April, June and July? except that one 
battery from the divisional field artillery regiment 
equipped with four 76mrn field guns was attached to the 

') combat echelon of.the division in late April. Mean- 
vlhile the rest of the artillery regiment moved to KU@; 
SONG (38°25'N-12j0361E) sometime in April to be issued 
the artillery wapons which it was still lacking and for 
further training. From there the 33 Artillery Battalion 
redeivcd. further marching orders.directing it to pro- 
ceed .to .SINlJIJU, while elements of the 1st Battalion 
were sent to P'YONGYANG. The reason behind these move- 
ments has not been entirely clarified; hut one appar- 

i ently well-informed PL' avers that at their destinations 
the units involved were to secure the remainder of the 
organizational equi ment for themselves and the rest.of 
the regiment. (1237 

In any event, the 15th Division was reunited 
erith its artiller 
(38°38'N-127c5?'E 7 

regiment in the vicinity of MARRWI-RI 
during the middle of August. While : 

assembled in this area for rest, reorganization and re- 
trainin?, artillery units, like all other elements of the 
division, received replacements to bring them,<up to full 
strength and, e.xcept for the artillery regiment which 
was already fully equipped, were'issuec1 suffidient new 
weapons to bring them close to their full allownce of 

I.0 equipment. The 50th Regiment, for instance, received 
five 76mm fielfi puns, nine antitank guns and 18 P2mm mar- 
tars at that time. Adequate quentities of ammunition 
for all weapons were also issued during the last days of ) August and vrhen the division relieved elements of the 
II Corps in the vicinity of IPO-RI, regimental and bat- 
talion artillery units vrere close to full T/O and E 
strength ,in personnel end equipment. (124) 'r 

At the 'time of the division's reneTqed com- 
mitment, the divisional artillery regiment, code number 
783, was under the command of Colonel YU-Sung-Fal, It 
had reached en ageregate strength of approximately 1,250 

1 officers and men and was equipped I-9th a total of seven 
122~ holaitzers 12 76mm field guns and between four and 
eight 12Omm morears. The guns 1-'ere all assigned to the 

If 1st Battalion, the howitzers to the 2d Battalion and the 
mortars to the 36. The latter vlere a.pparently substi- 
tnted for the additional 12 76mm pieces called for by 
the normal*tdhle of equipment. In addition, the regi- 
ment was equipped i-ith 12 trucks and four Ra.!-1 trans- 
ceivers. Except in the cese of the 12Omm mortar, ammuni- 

' tion supplies in the hands of the regiment appear to 
have been ample and have been reported as follor'sr 2,600 
rounds of 76mm gun ammunition, including 1OC rounds AP 
end tbe.remainder HE; 925 rounds. of 122mm howitzer .am- 
munition; and 200 rounds of 120mm mortar ammunition., 
Not only was the .15th Division supported by a greater 
amount of organic artillery than et any time since.its 

,* reorganization, but the rate of attrition. of.artillery 
meapons also seems to have beer reduced by an improved 
--- .- -- - --.-.--.-- 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
system of field maintenance. 6 captured member of the 
divisional artillery reports'that the.ordnance shop 
organic to his artillery regiment ha< ari-'ample supply of 
replacement parts for the repair of damaged artillery 
pieces. Were it not for the lack cf combat exberience 
of the artillery personnel in the division, the combat 
effectiveness of the 15th Division's artillery arm should 
probably receive en above-average rating. (125) ' : 

(4) No+th Korean 45th.Infantry Division 

severelv 
Vihen the 45th Division, il'hich. had been 

crippled when committed in early October 195C', 
ras reorganized at CHOWX@TJG*, it retained the artillery 
structure of the typical North Koresn infantry division 
but was not issued pli'ch any artillery v!eapons. Artillery 
units remained understrength until the division was 
transferred to IWFCWRIA on abwt 15 November for further 
reorganization and trainin@. Upon arrival at LUNG-CHING- 
TS'UN (42’347’~-129”26’~) 7 the division wes subordinated 
to the North Korean VIII Corps and all artillery uni.ts 
were browht up to full strength ls!ith the 1nteFration of 
filler ,o.ersonnel, most of them former ROK PSI!/, Vv'hile 
undergo&g intensive training in this arez, the divf- 
sional artillery received initial issues sf artillery 
weapons and ammunition. Mortars *accounted for the ' ' 
majority of.the.weapons issued- no field pieces larger' 
than 76mm were included. (126j 

I?hen the 45th Division li'as apein contacted 
by-U,N Forces in the Inje Sector in late Wrch, the divi- 
sional artillery regiment riras still. undere uipped, 
armed, ii 

being 
according to one account, rith Il.7 mm guns. Two 

122mm artillery pieces observed in the vicinity of INJE 
may,also hcve belonged to the artil1er.v regiment, but 
\rlerc more probably oart of the corps artillery reserve, 
A fair cross-section of norm?1 T/C ond E artillery yieap- 
ons was found in the regimental and battalion artillery, 
but their number r;'as still limited. ??ost regiments tht 
that‘time were equipped with about four 45m.m antitank 
guns, one or two regiments1 76mm howitzers and up to six 
120mm mortars, while the .supporting v.eapons in the aver- 
ege bettalion included from three to four 82mm morters 2nd 
an equal number of 14.51~~ antitrnk rifles, CL271 

After revertinr to corps reserve in the 
Merhwi-ri Area during the middle of EIay,.ertillory units 
of the 45th Division, Plhich had sustrined considersblc 
losses in personnel as nell as weapons and equipment, 
embarked on a program of intensive training, Concurrent- 
ly replacements, most of thorn from the North Korean IV 
Corps, tlle,re received Fncl replacement artillery weapons 
were issued to regimental and battalion artillery units, 
The activities of the di,visional artillery regiment 
during this period ,ore almost completely unknown except 
for one PW interrogation report, which states that the 
unit had been moved sometime in June to an artillery'- 
assembly or training erea at YANGDOK. When in lste July 

---I--.-&-. 
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the division ws briefly" tnk&n 6u.t of corps rcscrvc t0 
rclicvcI the 1!33 Division in the Xosong (38°40fIJ-12Go 
1CiJ) ,I--70 LLLC 9 sup$ortiilg artill~ry~clcncnts played only L? 
Very Llk’lOr FOle bec,?LXSG Or aa 2cutc Short~gc of amuiii- 
t ibil. ‘This short.?.gc 
the rwov~l of he~vi& 

adcording to 011~ accouilt, pronpted 
wtillcry picccs to the rear.in 

&rder to prcvc~lt their &zstruction by the intense ilC7WJ.g 
air ?Ad ,3.rtillGXPy fii-e to ?lhich the division 1~ s cx- 
posed,. (128')~ 

. 

D~wilig hu’gust the 45th Division receLved 
SjrZC:,?blL qUc?iltitfCS of ncT;i vcapom which brought !.lost 
artillery uilits at b?t-i-~li~ll 2ild. rCgil:lC%l?$31 lCVC1 ClOSC 
to their cuthoriz@d eqUiprEilC a110 ;c:C.ce. Lctc in 
"UgLtst ; Oil the eve ol the divisioil's rcilc\-jed coiLdti.lci?t 9 
Fr!lple quantities of 3nLWilition for thOSC IKPpOllS r:lO?X 
issued ?ild nhcn tllc division t;lovcd back into the line $ 
the IPO-iii. Sector during thu first days of Scpt$Llbcrs It 

'Yoceived, r.lorc c.f;‘ccti,vc ,3rtf.llcrJr support th?il 2.11 any 
previous COlX.iitfilellt l ilo’:;t rifle iWgiIilC~lt2 p lid b2 tte l- 
ions ::cre supported ;7y 0rgpaj.c artillery uni’is tl%?t Wre 
CloS0 to fUl1 strcrigth in ~3crSO~liU?l ,7il6 T!eE3pOllS* iJ,or!- 
ever 1 the ;!!lcreabouts c ir 7.1~3. cotlposltioil of the divisioiml 
Pl?tLi.llCrJ~ regimeilt I!ZC?i.loiiled 2 l.lyStei+y. One I?? c la ins 
th?t the divisioil it tilpt tine 1;~s cquippcd yfith 2 
of 3tppro;:imteLy 150 
typic0 1 iiorth l;oTocn 
possesses ~pproximtcly 175 :rtiller$ picccs ilot couilt- 

ing scLf-propelled guns. COIlSeqUeiitly, if this rellort 
be correct, it ?;ould seei. to iildica'io that the divisioll 
nust hove been supicol-ted zt the time by an ?rtillory 

. regimezt with nt lwst ixb2e picccs of niscelkmcous 
artillery. In f?ct, the mmber TS probably nuch 
grezter, since Ilost rei;lmeilt?l aild brttelion artillery 
units xere Close to but had not quite rcrchcd full equip- 

- milt strmgth, Furtbcrilore 4 SeVCrP 3, reports St? te that 
the 45tk Division In c?n ottrc!; coilducted against strong 
TJII dcfcmes on ,obout '10 Scptcnbor ws Suppoi?tcd by.fron 
1% to 15 ~011 erLlp;l?ced aild CaiXouflagCd 8rtill2ry pleCeS 
dcscribcd ?s hz.vmg h?d 8 caliber of either 76im~or 
lOOm1, 1% is not clcsr fro!,1 thcsc rc?ports r!;icthcr these 
piccos beloilced to the corps ertillery ~CSQ~VC or the 
division31 srtillc~y regirXilt, although Llosb rcfci'cilces 
indicotc the first rlt~r~~tive to bc the correct oneD 

- 111 vie;1 of this conflicting cvidcme it is fn?possible ct 
preSe:lt to assess ,occvzztcly the cnrrc& n?tillery SUP- 
port potcntfcl or the 45th Divisioil. (123) 

-& . ilorth Xorwn IV Corps 

(3) Cori~s Lrtil:icry * 
fiat preseilt 1x0 j.ilfori.lqtioil is ?vail?bla 011 

the c::istCllCC 01% cl.?r?.+cXt strtu:: OS the artillery support 
OrG?ilEC t0 the i:Oi%ll KZorC3.11 IV COrpS. indeed, since the 
corps 110s been pcrfortli;zg c? coastal security nission in _ 
the p'yongyang - Chinnatnp'b PXXJ. fron SZ'GC DeccI:lber 1950 
until 3;nc present tim, it is probr?blo thzt ilo r\rtillcry 
rc scme 11,~ s been assigned to it ii? vieI-1 of the Shortrge 

. 

(128) 
(129) 

ICY 0552, 1225, 1226? 1254, 1378, 1463, ml. 
I<Y 14-25, 1486, 1590, 17734 1634, lC36, 1838, 
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ertillory :-leapons nhich still preve ils EIlXOilg non- 
? 

of 
combat units of the horth Korean Army, 

(2)’ .-- 

(1301 

iIorth liorean 4th Infantry Division 

Activated at CIIIiJIiAHP ‘0 in October 1948, the _l. . . aivisxon artillery regiment and the other artillery units 
trained under the supervision of Soviet a,dvisors in that 
area afld at SAXSAE-IJI (38°36rN-1250441E) until June 1950, 
ArtiUZery officers received a three months’ ‘course of 
instruation at the 1st Ililitary Adademy at P’YOI~GYANG. 
Enlisted personnel were trained r,rithin their respective 
units b Combat preparations were begun on 15 June at 
POiiCII~ON (36°0691J~12700493) and a basic load of ammuni- 
tion was issued to the artillery, (131) 

” 

1L 

I 

111 the si-t weeks following the 4th Divi- 
sion’ s asscult across the 38th Parallel on 25 June9 LX c 
a ircre ft and countekbc? t tery fire drastically reduced the 
effectiveness of the division artillery, During the 
seige of TAEJOii (36O209Jj-l27O26 *E) the artillery units 
suffered the loss of 15 7611~1 guns9 si2\: 122mm mortars and 
200 ca.su.3 1ties in one 24.-hour perzod. On the 5th of ' 
August ?$zen the division.ree.ched the BRKTOI~G River the 
division artillery consisted of only 12 guns and 1 d 0 
troops. During the. latter part of August some replace- 
ment artillery pieces :!ere received as well as a number 
of HOIT COilScriptS, Subsequent participation in the 
fierce and unsuccessful attempt to breech the Pusan 
Perimeter 9 however, resulted in a severe reduction of 
the division’s strength and artillery potential.. (132) *, 

A 11 rema ininr b artillery pieces ylere lost or 
aba adoiled nhen-the division retreated north\-rard as I re- 
suit of the UN counteroffensive. By S November the divi- 
s$on Iwd rerched CiI*OR‘;iOiI (36°1491i-1273121Z), 1:fhe,re it 

-begon to reorganize after fighting a brief engagement 
vith UN Porces on the fo1loni.n~ day. Little factual in- 
formation is available on the current artillery situa- 
tioi, since the 4th Division has been out of contact 
since that time and is currently sta.tioned in the 

. s enga,ged in training and 
The artillery units ?lere the last to 

be reorganized ind equipped and reports dating from June 
1951 indicate that only one battalion of the divisional 
artillery regiment had been formed et that time. This 
battalion BBS equipped rrbth six 76mm M-1939 field guns. 
At the same time a 76mn howitzer company was reported as 
being r!ith the 5th Regiment. qrtillery aliunlLUliti0n in 
la.rge quantities was observed in June in the division 
ammunition dump located 39 miles northeast of KAirGSO 
(3s058'r3-125028'C) in an cbrndoned cot 1 mine. (1-33) 

(3) FJorth Korean 5th Infentry Division 

In July 1949 the 5th Division, then the 
Chinese Comaalist 164th Division, was transferred from 
.d - -*..-a- .--A. m-T- --=-_* *^- , . 
(130)’ KT 0572 0623 0722. 
(131) 
(132) 
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MANCIKJRIA to IIAMRI~I (41 42’1J-129 41’E), Mortl1 KOREA, 
From that time until h1ay J-950 the original Japanese and 
US artillery pieces were gradually replaced by Soviet 
ldeapons, Lieny of the personnel of the artillery units, 
particularly the officers, were veterans of combat I-lit11 
the Chinese Communist Forces. By April 1950 the divi- 
sion artillcryg having completed basic and small-unit 
pha se s of tra in.inP -, began to engage in joint field 
exercises with the infantry regiments and other support- 
ing units, One Soviet artillery officer a major, was 
attached to the unit until the division &waded the Rc- 
public of KOREA on 25 June, (134) 

The 5th Infcntr;~ Division w.s cormditted on 
the extreme east COD st, rr!Aere the extremely mounta.inous 
terrain channelizcd the movement of artillery pieces to 
the existing road netr!ork. As a result of this, the 
division artillery t7a.s not only subjected to the UIJ air 
effort and artillery counterbattery fire but also to an 
almost continuous shelling by ui; nfva.3. vessels standing 
0fT shore, Xtremcly heavy losses wcrc sustained in the 
battles for YOBGDOK (36°24~~~-3290221~) and PIOKWG-DONG 
(36°02~~~-129022~~) 
August 

, From a maximum.offort in early 

suppor 4 
when 70 artillery pieces (including mortars) 

cd one regiment in a particular. engngoment the 
artillcryts effectiveness d.ocrcascd until mid-Scp ember. e 
By that date the entire division ertillcry consisted of 
three su-76 self-propelled guns, four 12&m horritzers, 
12 76~il guns, two 76mm regimental ho!-)itze.:s, four 45mm 
antitank guns and a fow mortars. (135) 

Kit by the full weight of the UH countcr- 
offensive on 21 Scptcmbcr, the 5th Division rctreetcd 
northward in disorder. The few remaining su-76 self- 
propelled guns and 45mm antitank guns wore almost 
immediately discorded. :‘llnat fen artillery pieces r!orc 
left were destroyed on 22 September t:rhci? nithdraning 
elements of the unit .Icre taken under heavy fire by TJN 
n .v 1 vcs c 1s ? t YOKG;jOIr t - hen the scattered remnants 
o!? the di%.sioh rcadhod iorth KOREA they had lost a13 
supporting weapons except a few light mortars and ma- 
chine guns, Although the 5th Division i.7a.s apparently 
reconstituted and rc-equipped, no further information is 
available on t;lc current organization or equipment of 
the divisional artillery units, since it ~12s not again 
committed after joining the IV Cprps in the Chinnamp’o 
Area in the early part of spring 1951. (136) 

(4) I?orth Korean 10th Infantry Division 

The artillery regiment of the 10th Division 
w,.s octivoted at SUICCEI~OM (39824tII-1250381E) in mid- 
I!hrc11 1950. Tr:, i&ig under Soviet supervision ~a s con- 
ducted thcrc 2nd later at P’YOHGYANG. On 15 July two 
battalions of the rcgimcllt T;lcro transferred to the c-t11 
Division. T&SC units were rcpla.ccd by tvfo under- 
equipped and rcccntly organized batto liom r?heil the 
---- - *. --.*- -.-- 1----1--- 

(134) 

(135) 

(136) 

TIS (ADV> 423, 1212, 1257, 1510, 1900, 2012, 
2020 2255. 
TIS hDVi 604, 605, 740, 1032, 1082, 3154, 1254, 
1269, 1425, 1510, 1549, 1611, 1630, 1956, 2265, 
2311 2377, 24G3, 2772, 3104, 31079 3151. 
TIS fh~v) 1630, 2255, 2265; ICT 0623. 



division pcsscd through SZOpF on i.;s, wy to ,thc front. 
(137) - ' -" ' 

Upon"initie1 COmmitment on 12 August 
ags.inSt 'Cc XJH .W>ktonC Mvcr Unc, the 1Q'th Division 
hcnvily cngflged 

7 s 
zild suffered considcrsblc loss of pcr- 

SoIlilel and cauipmcnt in the fighting in the Songju 
(35°55'N-128dS7'Z) - Koryong (35°44ti~-128016'i;}~sector. 
The fact that1 in one reported inste.ncc all artillery 
pieces-and enziunition of one of the rifle battalions 
I‘ICTC either ez.ptured or destroyed rk?y serve as 
cation of the scvcrity of $110 ~q~li.p~Xeilt loss, 

an in&- . 

follow-ling a six-day battle in tlvt $.rea, 
:&en, 

wa s 
the division 

compelled to rctrcot northard on 25 Soptcmbcr 
remaining artillery pieces and ammunition nerc 

all 

coat of grcwsc,. wrapped 
givzn a 

in canvas and buried in an 
attcnpt to prevent their ccptwo. (13g) 

The 10th Division was reorganized in the , 
vicinity of PhliGGU beginning around the middle of 
October Zild rctaincd an artillery rcgimoilt in its organ- 
izational ~tn~~,-htx. IIOT!OVOI+ when the division ~a s rc- 
comrxifitcd ix t;ic communist list; Yaarrs offensive 
regimcilt ms ciitirc1f lzcking in weapons. 

t112t 

rcgimcnQ.1 ~?nd battalion artillery units 
L'ikc&se 

equipped and .POSSCSSG~ i1o ITCSPOIIS 
-derc sccnt!ly 

This probably fin<!.s its 
heavier thin mortc?rs, 

expl,?nation ifi the guerrilla 
mission t;lat 12qd been assigned 'to t;lc 10th Div.&ion as 
part of the Ilor+A Korean PI Corbs. Iil t1l.C i"O110VQlg 
months the division suffered almost complete disintegrz- 
tion dL:ring l:lhicil it lost most bf its limited stock of 
artillery-type ';Iec?;~ons. Only isolated elcmcilts managed 
to IrithdralJ throcl;:l LilJ liilcs and I-!ere subjcctcd to a 
thorough rcorgznizztion 2nd retraining promrclm in the 
vicinity of Iil.J?IC!ErOii (3~0LOI:I-126028~E). .is of June 
1951, clfter the reconstituted 10th Division had been 
subordinot@d to IV Corps, 
lery pieces 

reports indicatb tlzt artil- 
h?d still ilot been provided and c?ymament in 

general rempined extremely scarce. (13.39) .' 

(5) IJorth Korean 26th Infantry Brigade 

* 

d 

z 

The 26th Infcntry Brigade orwniicd at 
NAFiCEtOBJO~~' (38°20~~~-126024~~) in Au&t 1550 lost the 
greatest portion of its ori&inal orgznic rrtiilery in 
c?ction against BOIL troops In'Octobcr, hf ter rcorg2niz- 
ing et BiR~JPIOJITJ' r:itb a limited number of mortars as the 
only artillery SUpport, clehients of the unit were only 
committed once briefly in,an Ounsucccssful invasion ?t- 
tempt oil CK'O-DO Island (38°32ti~-124050J~Z) in early 
Janwry 1951. Since l&t d.?te the unit has performed a 
coastal defense mission njth ‘IV. Corps. Consequently no 
further information is cvailablc on its current art1 lcry 3 
potential', altl;ou& roilorts indiwtc: that the brigade 
has rcccivcd suzficicnt reploccmonts to bring it up to 
T/O strength. (140) 
Wm.-----^------ ------^-I 

(137) TIS (?DV) 3460 35929 660, 3784, 1652, 2356, 3183, 3287, 3424, * 

TIS hDV) 1643, 1904, 1961, I' 
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(6) Uorth Iiorean 105th Tank Division 

The early organization, equipment and com- 
bat record of this unit are covered in detail in an u 
Frticle entitled "0rgan;zation and Combat Eistory of the 
ldorth-Korean 105th Armored Divisi.o$ published by ATIS 
GEQ, FZC in Issue Ho, 4 of Research Supplement Interroia- 
tion Reports 
to the fact 4% 

&emy Forces, dated 15 December 1950. Due 
mt the unit has not been committed to 

action since the UE +counteroffensive of late 1950, pri- 
saner of 'wr information is limited. One source,, how: : 
ever?.a deserter whose observation dates from March 1951, 
estimates that the division had been re-equipped with 
120 T/34-85 Russian tanks. FJo additional information is 
available regarding the current artillery potential of 
the d?vision. (141) 1. 

F. ru'Ort11 IiO333Cil V Corps 

(I) Corps Artillery 
I 
. 

November 
Although reorganized twice -- once in 

1950 at P'YOI?GfWlJI>? (40'32 ~N-126°42~E) and 
again at SAIJGJONG-NI (37°26'N-127004~X) in early April 
1951 -- the units of the IJorth Korean V Corps partici- 
pated in the communist spring 
artillery SUpp0J?t. 

offensive rrithout organic 
Despite this handicap the corps ini- 

tially achieved considerable success against ROK units 
but sustained heavy losses from massed UN artillery f&e 
and was forced to retreat before the UE counteroffensive, 
Simultaneously with the Worth Korean II and III Corps, 
the V Corps, 
complement of 

in enrly June, allegedly received a. full 
artillery T!eapons from the USSR. ?hn?lle a 

part of these weapons was imi^ledietely issued to all di- 
visions of the corps, the bulk nas retained PS a corps 
reserve, The senior corps artillery officer at this 
time was Senior Colonel CiiO-Se-Gol. Colonel KIX-Hi-IMxl 
ms the chief of staff of the artillery section. Eo late 
information is available on the artillery reserve of 
V Corps except for a prisoner from the corps ordnance 
depot captured in August nho indicates that supplies of 
artillery ammunition for all calibers, including 122mm 
pieces, aas ample. (142) 

(2) iiorth Korean 6th Infantry Division 

After the 6th Division was organized at 
SINUIJU in July 1949 from the 166th Chinese Communist Di- 
vision;, the artillery units turned in their Japanese and 
US equipment aild drcn P r~lll T/E allowance of Soviet 
pieces. The 
equipment,and 

self-propelled gun battalion received its 

(143) 
training at SIlaUIJU in February 1950, 

On 25 June the division artillery fired a 
15"minute preparatory barrage on KAl%O~JG in support of 
the unit's initial action south of the 38th Parallel. 
The strength of the artillery sections was gradually 
L-U-~-- __c-- 

(141) KT 1003. 
(142) #ADI) 3488, 3632; KT 0426;0468, 0875? 1352, 

(143) ITS ?ADV) 
#200729. 

519, 960, 1790, 1988, 2635; ErnlY DOC 
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rcduccd by UIT action, honever, 2s 
\VEI~ southuard to the SOU~~WS~ 

the division fought its 
rim oi' the Pusan Perimeter, 

PSiO.? to its flight iZO~tll:f,73?d 3t t;le .timc of the Uii 
brcnk-out in mid-Septaabcr, a11 rom2ining ertillory 
pieces of i&c divisian arc reported to'l~ve been buried 
in ehe vicinity of SAiSCEi'OTSG (32o24%-127o52Q), Rem- 
ilBnts Of thC Wlit kSS all hC2Vy CqUipmsnt arrived ot 
KA'iJGGTE in late October 1950. In the rcorgaaization 
nhich i^o$lov!ed, the divisLol1 nas unable to obtain equip- 
ment .for its organic artillery sections, mJitli a strength 
of 5,000 'but only a small number of copturcd US or CCF 
bOr~'&nd Sovkt 32mm ndrtars, the 6th Division entered 
thkoline in &rch 1951 in the area 
(37 42'N-127 54'&), 

southeast of IiOiIGC'i'ON 
Although having participated in fthc 

Fifth 'Plwse Offensive and, y!ith the exception of one 
month's rest and reorganization, having been in contact 
vith UT6 Forces since Eiarch, the division is still re- 
ported to love on1y a fcc~ miscellaneous artillery pie&s 
for fire support. The only information avaik.blc in 
refcrcnce to the division artillery regiment pkccs one 
battalion at KAIJGSO (3C05criU-125028'Z) in early April. 
Trro brtteries ol" that b,?tt,?lion r,!crc rcportcdly under- 
going tra.in$ng 2nd had.beea issued 200 hIongoIi.an ponies 
and 20 carts. JO mention is mzde of wtillcry pieces. 
The tl-&rd ,bsttury of the battalion ~~7s assigned coast$.‘l 
security duties in the Chinna~p '0 Lrea iii June, The 
majority o? the personnel in this b?.ttplion arc reported 
to be North Koreans i-rho fornorly served yjit1-i the CXnesc 
Communist Fo?ces ia "i,~AIJCiRJRiA. (144) 

* . (3) i;jdrth Iiorc?n 12th Infantry Division 

8s 

I' 

I 

e 

$ 

P 

ATtillcry units of the 12th Division, 8.t the 
time of the division’s zctivztion T 
1950, 

t ;.WSAE in April ? 
acre composed of battle-scasoncd Korean vcterons 

from the Chinese Communist Irmy. 
supervision. conti@ued 

Troinj.ng under Soviet 
Fn the !Tonsan Area uiitil 18 June, 

rhcn the division moved to IYIJZ and deployed $lon;j; the I 
33th Perelki 'li-iile in the early steges of the inva- 
sion the artillery support potential had been used l-!ith 
considerable effeetivcnesk in the combi?.t activity of the‘ 

c 
12th Division on the wstcrn front, heavy losses of 
cquipmcnt snd a critical shorta.ge of emmunition soon 
brought about C? 

1 
dre stic reduction of that POtGiltiP;L+ The 

ammunition shortage 1 for instance 9 forced the 2d BaCtal- 
ion of the 2rtillcry regiment to evacwtc its pieces to % 
TAWYAilG (36°56tii-1280321~) .in early August. By the end 
of $;mt month, 
pendcd, 

cl1 artillery ark,iunition kving. been cx-. 
artilloyy personnel of the division wwc rc- ‘: 

, 

duccd to fighting ;IS Wfantry troops. (14-5) 

The disorganized rcmn?nts of tk.c 12th Didi- 
sion reach’ed I;I1I;GGYZ in mid-iSovcnber nithout ei-ly ~rtil- ’ 
lery !Icepons 2nd a rcorg2niz2tion cr;ls imlcdiately begun* 
^c_-- N_wLI- 24--a-m--i---r -- 

' 
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UNCLASSlFlED 

Equipment being uA%vail.able, however, the division was 
forced to. operate from the time of its rccommitmcnt in 
the In& Qector in late December until June 1951 tdthout 
organic artillery support.. By March 1951 sufficient 
l22mm hoiritzers 76~~ guns and 12Om.m mortars had become 
available to re If orm at least e. portion of the division's 
artillery rcgimcnt. After receiving its nea equipment 
and filler personnel at KALSGGYE, the regiment moved to 
CIIINNABPP'O, where it began training," (146) . 

Although handicapped by lack of fire power, 
the 12th Division participated in the communist April 
off ens ive . Aside from small arms and machine guns, its 
armament at that time consisted of three 82mm mortars 
per battalion and a limited amount of ammunition.. In 
June, the artillery rcgimcnt less the 3d Battalion 
joined the rest of the division. Although all three 
battalions are reported to have been formed at KANGGYE, 
the 3d Battalion nas separated from the other units of 
the artillery regiment and I'J~S sent to SIIJUIJU for rca- 
sons that have not as yet been clarified. While the 1st 
and the 2d Battalions have been identified as being in 
action against UPT Forces, it is of interest to note that 
since its rocommitnant the 12th Division has not been 
supported by more than one battalion of its artillery at 
any one time. (147) 

On about 4 June, the 2d Battalion of the 
artillery regiment went into action 1-lith the division in 
the defense of the Yanggu - Inje Line. This unit, tirhich 
is sonctincs referred to by prisoners as the Mechanized 
Battalion", :'las composed of two batteries of 761x1 guns 
(four guns to a battery) and one battery of four 1201%~ 
mortars. During this period thorc are reports that the 
division utilized tr!o ca;>tured US 105mm howitzers until 
arxlunition bccamo unevoilable. Almost immediately upon 
its entry into conbat the 2d Battalion suffered heavy 
casualtics from I,: counterbattery fire. By the time the 
division had been relieved on 20 June and moved back to 
the vicinity of CHO~JBA;?G-III (38°26~i~-~270~4~~) for re- 
organization, that unit had been reduced to 30;; of its 
original strength, (148). 

In its tl1rce-rrcck commitment the 2d Bat- 
talion had not only lost heavily in personnel but also 
suffered considerable equipment losses. Its remaining 
76fi1m guns nerc apparently used to form a single battery 
nhich ?!as assigned to the newly-arrived 1st Batts.lion, 
Tno batteries of this lst Battalion arrived from YANGDOK 
in July and, r-lith the remaining battery from the 2d Bat- 
talion? provided artillery support for the division when 
it again entered the line late in that month. The twe 
original batteries of the battalion :-jere equipped xlith 
four 122r1xx hoaitzcrs each. At that time the senior 
artillery officer of the division was Colonel SONG-Hung- 
Sam. The understrength artillery support of the divi- 
sion I'I~S further handicapped in that few qualified. 
--I. 

(146) T&(hDV).2907, 2928, 2966, 3107; KT 0263, 0872, 

(147) TIS ;ADV) 3107 '3480, 3494; I(T 0072, 0232, 0263, 
0349, 1402, 1483, 

(148) KT 0263, 0553, 0686, O872y 0952, 1403, 1424, 1440. 



ertillery men remained by late ,August, Replacements con- 
sisted largely of kec’lessified personnel T-Iitl? no technical 
knoylledge or tra ining , ,As P result’ mishandling caused 
damage to much of the artillery equipment. A limited sup- 
ply of ,anx?uiiition imposed restrictions on the fire support 
so that by August a maximum of only five rounds per gun 
per day could be fired, ‘A _ (149)‘. . . . .’ 

There have been odcasiona 1 reports of a 4$xm 
antitank battalion and a 76mm mountain gun battalion 
opera+& ,nith the division. Eovever 9 from the infrequ- 
ency pf these reports and the fact that only one or two 
pieces of, each type are mentioned, it appears probable 
that such units do not exist but rather that artillery 
weapons of different types and models are used as oppor- 
tunity and the supply of ammunition permits. As of the 
last available date ,of information;, there is no informa- 
tion regarding the move!.lent or employment of the 3d Da.t- 
talion of the artillery regiment nor has the current- 
status of the 2d. Battalion received clarification, (SO> + 

(4) iiorth korean 32d Infantry Division 
t 

Xlen the 3’2d Division participated in the 
defense of SEOUL after it s activation at SUWN (37°16rN-’ 
127oOl*E) in hugy~st 1950, its organic a,rtillery support 
7~a.s patterned after that of the typical IJorth Korean 
division, 
equipment . 

though it was understrength in weapons and 
Upon withdrawal of the division to biAMCHURIA 

for reorganization, the artillery regiment was reformed 
v!ith only two battalions. &oh battalion received 12 
76mm field guns 
In Harch the en ;-ire division was moved to WOI%AU where 1. 

12 122mm howitzers and 24 2+.ton trucks. 

it engeged in stren$thening coasts 1 def ease instti lla- 
tions, The artillery bc?ttalions trained continuously 
during this period until the division nas transferred to 
the V Corps l.il c;lrly April, 
the move frsrfl Rihl3CXURIA 9 

Due to UIj air attacks during 
the artillery strength at that 

time had be.en reduced to 12 76mm guns and eight 122mm 
hoaitzersc A further reduction in.thg artillery poten- 
tisl resulted from commitment of the division near INSE 
on 25 April and subsequently in the i.‘ia.y offensive 9 where 
it acted as rear guard in the withdrawal -of the V Corps 
from RYOH-NI (37o56*1~-122o18%) in late day. When the 
32d Division again engaged UH Forces northwest of YMIGGU, 
its divisional artillery support, according to one source9 
consisted of three 76mm guns 2nd three 122mm honitzers. 
(151) * 

“* I& Rorth Iiozean. VI Corps 
I. 
. (1) Corps Artillery 

Formed in North KOR3 in late September . 
1950 9 the VI Corps retreated to IWJCNJRIA in October for 
reorganization. 
artillery, 

Soviet equipment 9 xi.th the exception of 
i.as issued prior to the time the corps moved :. 

southward to iGJ%S.li~ (37°~2’~I-12604~~~) in early February _ _ -I*.... -n-------w---- --- -. 
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1951. Apparently it was at this location ,that the corps 
artillery.was.formed some time prior to 15 >llarch. -It-is 
reported that at that time.the corps artillery reserve 
consisted of ,siX 122mm howitzers, nine 76mm guns and 30 
trucks, Since with the exception of some lightskir- 
mishes with ROK guerrillas and raiding parties the corps 
has not been in contact with UN Forces until recently, 
no further information has been received on its artil- 
lery reserve. Consequently, the current artillery 
tential of the VI Corps remains undetermined. ( 152P0- 

(2) North Korean 9th Infantry Division 

Formed at SEOUL in August 1950 from the 
former 3d Border Constabulary Brigade, the 9th,Division 
was supported by an artillery arm of normal structure. 
On 31 August, When the division, less the 3d Regiment 
which retrained at INCX’OX, conducted a forced crossing 
of the NAKTONG ??iver, the division artillery regiment 
was augmented by the addit?.on of one battalion of corps 
artillery, a 76mm gun battalion fron the 16th Tank Brig- 
ade and another battalion of 761~ guns from the 4th 
Division. Under the control of the 9th Division artil- 
lery commander 9 these units delivered a concentrated 
30-minute barrage prior to the crossiWng. In the heavy 
fighting which followed, the 9th Division suffered 
crippling losses in men and equipment. By 15 September 
the strength of the artillery regiment had been reduced 
to less than 500 m.en and only five 76mm guns remained.. 
(153) 

In the course of its flight qorthmrard to 
the Hup’yong-Ni (38°37fN-1270091E) Area in late Septem- 
ber, the remaining artillery pieces of the division were 
lost. During the subsequent reorganization in the 
Kumhwa - Ich’on*Area, the strength of the division was 
raised to around 5,000 men, but no organic artillery 
units were formed. This situation continued throughout 
the division’s commitment in the Yongvjol (373101N-1280 
28’E) Sector from late January until mid-March l951 as 
part of the II Corps. Out of contact since that time, 
the division is reported to have received a cons,iderable 
number of replacements and in August WAS moved to the 
east coast Tr;ith other elements of the VI Corps. One r.e- 
port with an observation date of 18 August indicates 
that the’ artillery regiment has hem reformed with a 
strength of 5OQ troops. 
howitzers, 

This report places four 122m.m 
five 76mm field guns -and nine trucks in the 

1st Battalion; three 122mm howitzers, three 76inm field 
guns and five trucks in the 2d Battalion; and 10 76mm 
f i’kld *guns in the 3c’ Battalion. (154) ,: ‘b 

(3) iTNorth Korean 18th Ikfantry Division 

In the process of its conversion from an 
independent brigade into an infantry c”ivisi-on in. July 

(152) 1’1s (ADV) 2916, 
0932? 1603. 

4059.,. 4064, 4289; KT 0004, 0569,’ 
_ . 
1?3) TIS WV) 946, 949, 1406, 1408, 1434,. 1,592, 1598, 

1615, 1663, 1719, 1726, 1738, .1778, 1867, 1978, 

154) 
2541,’ 2630; ENEMY Dot #4, ~116-20. 
TIS (ADV) 1404, 1615, 1619, 2360, 2861, 3064, 
3067, 3596, 3638, 3642, 3756, 4140; KT 1603, 
1632, 1644. ~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~ 
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1950, this unit absorbed the 22d Artillery Regiment as 
its organic artillery support. After participating in 
the defense Of’ the Seoul - Inch’on Complex, the division 
was completely routed and withdrew to MANCHURIA, where 
it was reorganized and retrained under VT Corps. Infor- 
mation regarding the artillery structure of the division 
upon reorganization is scant, since in spite of moving 
south to the Yonan (37°~41N-126010fF) Area with. the res.t 
of the’VT Corps in February 1951; the 18th Division has 
not again been committed, Ilowev er , one prisoner from 
the 1st Regiment of the 18th Division reports that an 
independent battery of four 76mm howitzers was attached 
to his regiment at the time of his capture on 19 Septem- 
ber. Another source claims that as of 27 August the 
organic artillery of the 2d Regiment included a mortar 
company with three 120mm mortars and 50 men and an anti- 
tank company likewise with a strength of 50 men and 
equipped with four 45mm antitank guns. Pending further 
confirmation, therefore, it may be tentatively assumed 
that the infantry regiments of the 18th Division have 
been issued at least a porti.on of their organic artil- 
lery; .but the sta-tus of the divisional artillery regi- 
ment must rema in doubtful. (155) 

(4) North Korean 19th Infantry Division 

Organized at SUKCBON in mid-August 1950, 
the 19th Division had an artillery arm of normal struc- 
ture but was not issued its full complelnent of support- 
ing weapons. In the course of its brief delaying action 
in the Kaesong Sector against the UN autumn offensive, 
the unit suffered the loss of most of its organic artil- 
lery equipment and sustained heavy personnel casualties. 
After withdrawing to MANCRURIA, it was reorganized and 
trained until February 1951 under VI Corps. Reports in- 
dicate that at the time of’its return to North KCRFA, 
the division had drawn approximately 80% of its T/E 
equipment, including artillery weapons. One source 
states that’ in February the division artillery regiment 
was equipped with 16 76mm guns’, 16 122mm howitzers and 
32 trucks. Each regiment was armed with both 76mm guns 
and 45mm antitank guns. Despite the presence of consi- 
derable organic artillery support, the unit suffered a 
decisive defeat in, March when it attempted to cover the 
withdrawal from SEOUL of the North Korean I Corps; Al- 
though the 19th Division enjoyed the support of an 
artillery arm that was vastly superior in fire-power to 
that of most other Xorth Korean combat units of that 
time, it made a generally poor showing in this action 
and displayed poor training and low morale. After with- 
drawal of the division to MCI-ION-NI’ (38°14t?J-1260181E) 
for a month’s reorganization, artillery units were 
brought up to strength but received no ‘replacement wea- 
pons. At this time the ?d Battalion of the artillery 
regiment was sent north to SINUIJU and its remaining 
weapons were distributed to the other battalions. A PW 
from the artillery regiment, captured shortly after the 
division returned to the line in April, places the 
armament of the regiment at six 122mm howitzers and six 
- . 
(155) TIS (ADV) 1304, i314, 1336 1339, 11'.%3, 1534, & 

1660, 1935? 2018, 2519, 3783; KT 1505. 
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76mm guns. In its second commitment on 25 April, the 
19th Division again suffered. heavy casualties and was 
forced to,.withdraw and reorgahize a second’ time. Sinee 
the 19th. Division was out of contact from late May until 
about 1 September, when it was enga ed b 
forces in the Komisong (38O26%-128 16’,E Area, few pri- 8 3; 

friendly 

soners from the division have been captured during that 
time and: it is difficultb to as,soss its current artillery 
strength. Apparently, however, the 122mm howitzer bat- 
talion as well as the 76mr~ gun battalion of the divih 
sional artillery regiment are still operational, although 
the extent of %heir equipment is unknovn. The division’s 
complement of 45mm antitank’iuns seems to be unusually 
high, for reports indicate that each rifle battalion is 
equipped with .four,~+o!E’ these weapons. Indeed one report 
C’edits the division’nith a total of 48. 45mnl antitank 

~guils. This 9 if true, nould’rcpresent the full T/E 
allowance of a typical North Korean infantry division 
for this particular type of ,vdea’pon. (156) 

H. North Korean VII Corps,” 

(1) Corps Artillery ’ 

’ At the time of its reorganization in FAN- 
CHUliIA d*uring the latter .p.art of 1950 and early part of 
1951, ‘the VII Corps, v;as issued a good portion of its T/E 
allotment of art il1er.y weapons. How ever ), it has not yet 
been determined r?hether ‘an artillery reserve unit uas 
formed at that time and assigned to the -corps. ,-Indeed, 
in vew of thc’circums t,ance that this organization: has 
never been committed to action since its. ,return to North 
KOREA. from MAXHUXLA, the current artillery situation in 
the North Korean VII Corps remains a matter of conjec- 
ture. (157) 

(,2) North Korean 3d infantry Rivision 

Fo‘llotiring its activation at HAMHUNG in 
October 1948, the 3d Division, which adhered to the 
artillery structure found in the typical North Korean in- 
fantry divisi.on, underwent intensive training under 

1 Soviet supervision. Members of the self-propelled gun 
battalion received specialized instruction at the armored 
training school Ft SADONG (39002’N-125048iE), The re- 

, sults of this preparation were evident in the campaign 
against the Korean Republic, for the division spear- 
headed many enemy drives and was generally regarded as 
one of the best of the N.orth Korean combat units, Aided 
by heavy and accurate artillery fire, the 3d Division 
crossed the 38th Parallel on 25 June 1950 and four days 
later occupied SEOUL. In the drive to the south, massed 
artillery fire was not used until 12 July, when the self- 
propelled gun battalion, i‘ri coordination with the at- 
tached tanks of the division, launched a fierce bdmgard- 
;;nk)of UN positions around CHOCH’nqON (36O36’N-127 

1 By the time that the unit had reached the NAK- 
TONG iiver on about 9 August, artillery ammunition had _” - 

_ . 
(156) ~~~l’“~~8”9~~~219~~s91973, 2030) 2058, 2194, 2290, 

KT 0004, 0060, 0508, 
0569; 0703; 0781; 1284; 1487, 1570, 1571. 

’ (157) m 1286, 1288. 
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become critically short, resulting in a corresponding 
decrease in the effectiveness of artillery support. A 
further factor in the reduction of the division’s fire- 
power was the heavy fighting in the NAKTONG River area 
which resulted in considerable loss. of artillery weapons 
from UN aircraft and counterbattery fire. By 20 Septem- 
ber some 60 pieces of artillery had been losti including 
all equipment of the self-propelled gun battalion. The 
remaining heavy support weapons of the division were lost 
in the retreat northward that followed the UN break-out 
from the Pusan Perimeter., . (158) . 

From October. l950 until July 1951, the his- 
tory of the division and ‘of its artillery support becomes 
obscure. ‘While it was apparently reorganized in MANCHU- 
RIA, no details are known. A PY of, very doubtful re- 
liability reports that organic artillery of each rifle 
regiment at that time included three or four truck-drawn 
76mm. field guns with about 20 rounds of ammunition per 
gun. In addition, the division allegedly possessed five 
truck-mounted antiaircraft guns of unknown caliber and a 
number of company mortars. The 3d Division is not again 
identified until 7 June, when two PsW locate it respec- 
tively in the Inje Area as part of the II Corps and the 
Kumsong (38025’LJ-l27036’E) Sector subordinate to III 
Corps, These informants indicate that each battalion 
was armed with around three, 82mm mortars and two anti- 
tank rifles. The division includes an artillery regi- 
ment of unknown composition, according to one of these 
sources, as well as an antiaircraft regiment. Since the 
3d Division has apparently never been committed after it 
returned from MANCHURIA, its current artillery situation 
is still not clear; but in view of its past mission, the 
organic artillery support may be expected to fall short 
of other combat units of the enemy in both equipment and 
proficiency. (159) 

. 

* 

1 

(3) North Korean 7th Infantry Division 

At the time of the ac’tivation of’ the 7th 
Division in July 1950, the former 45mm antitank unit of 
the 3d Border Constabulary Brigade became the nucleus 
for the division artillery regiment. While the division 
proceeded southward from SEOUL on 31 July, the artillery 
regiment remained behind in the ROK capital and did not 
rejoin the division until the latter part of August. 
When the divisional artillery’,‘unit finally caught up with 
its parent unit, it added little fire support since it 
had few artillery pieces; After several tactical reverses 
which culminated in the UN counteroffensive in mid- 
September) the 7th Division lost its remaining artillery 
weapons and withdrew northward to HQECH’ANG (39’06’N- 
126 28’~) for reorganization. By late. November a unit 
designated as the. artillery regiment but actually of only 
battalion strength had been formed but.was armed only 
with mortars and small arms, This unit supported the 
division when recommitted on the central front in January . 

. . 
“. ‘76 , I’.’ ’ ._ 
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and February 1951 as part of the V Corps. In .addition, 
the division at that time enjoyed the support of a small 
amount, of battalion artillery which averaged between 
three and four 82mm mortars and an equal number of 14.5mm 
antitank rifles, Ammunition for all types of weapons 
was very scarce and imposed ,further,restrictions on the 
already limited fire-power of the supporting artillery. 
In the bloody comba.t operatians waged’.by.Q Corps during 
this period, the division was reduced to a strength.of 
around 4,OCO troops and. was taken out of line, for re- 
organization. Since that time it has not been committed 
again and, consequently, its current artillery structure 
and the effectiveness of its. supporting weapons remain 
undetermined. (160) I 

, (4) North Korean 24th Infantry Brigade 

Reorganized in November 1950, the 24th Divi- 
sion has never been committed to action. Since arriving 
in the Wonsan Area in December, it has .engaged in a 
coastal defense mission, As a result,., information con- 
cerning the organization and equipment of the artil1er.y 
support organic to this unit is meager and contradictory. 
In mid-May 1951, the division was apparently redesig- 
nated the 24th Infantry Brigade. While one PW who de- 
serted in mid-July 1951 claims that the unit possessed 
no artillery pieces at that time, another deserter cap- 
tured during the same period alleges that the brigade 
was comprised of six infantry battalions and three artil- 
lery battalions. 
this source, 

The artillery battalions, according to 
were equipped with seven of what he believes 

to have been 82mm mortars and 25 105mm howitzers, A 
third PW whose information dates from the middle of 
August contends, on the other hand, that only one bat- 
talion of artillery equipped with an unknown number of 
120mm mortars was included in the brigade structure. 
Two sources convey hearsay information according to 
which the 24th Brigade was to receive additional artil- 
lery weapons “in the near future” According to one of 
them, 25 US 105mm howitzers were ixpected to arrive in 
the unit, while the other PW alludes to a future ship- 
ment of 1.5Omm guns (possibly 122mrn howitzers) and 76mm 
guns. (161) 

(5) North Korean 37th Infantry Division 

After reorganizing in MANCHJRIA, the 37th 
Division marched to WONSAN and occupied coastal defense 
positions, Since the division has remained in that area 
up to the present time and has not yet been contacted, 
no information is available regarding its artillery po- 
tential. With a ZOV stato of training and a frequent 
turn-over of personnel due to the fact that this unit, 
too, served as e source of replacements, the conclusions 
made above regarding the artillery potential of the 24th 
Division also apply to the 37th. (162 
--P 

(160) TIS (ADV) 729, 1170, 11879 1232, 1812, 2701 2917, 
2;3;&&407, 3409, 3430, 3431, 3458, 3468, 3857; 

(161) ;igO(ADV)‘ 1527; KT 1150, 1157, 1268, 1288, 1309, 

(162) KT li50, 1157. 

IJF’f!Jy$$yf~ 
77 

i 



(6) North Korean 46th Infantry Division . 
Organized in early October 195’0 from ele- 

ments of ‘the 19th Division, the 46th Division’s artillery 
regiment was,patterned after that of the standard. North 
Korean infantry division. APter withdrawing to MANCHURIA 
in late October the division was reorganized and under-. 
went further training. 
KOREA ,in the vicinity 

Yhen the division reappeared in 
of HAIW’LJNG during February 1951 

where’ it manned defensive positions, the’artillery re;i- 
ment was said to have been equipped with 12 120mm mortars, 
eight 76mm field guns, and 12 45mm antitank guns, Like 
the other units of the VIII Corps, the 46th Division has 
furnished numerous replacements to front line organiza- 
tions and, therefore , probably compares to the 2,4th and 
37th Divisions in its current artillery potential. (163) 

‘. 1 (7) North Korean 63d Brigade 

The artillery situation in the 63d Brigade 
has as yet received no clarification s!nc~ no current 
information on this unit is avei1abl.A. 

. 
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f 

1163) ;;;o(ADV) 2200, 2410, 25’11, 2605, 2606, 2678, I+ Q 
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WONSAN 
YkNGDOK 
YANGGU 
YONGFOL 
Y ONGWON 
NORTH KOREA 
HiEJU 
INCH'ON 
NORTH KOREA 
P'YONGYANG 
SEOUL 
NORTH KORBA 
P'YONGYhNG 
,NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
HOECH'ANG 
NAMCH 1 ONJOM 
SINUIJU 
SUKCHON 
YliNGDOK 
HAEJU 

Q 
RE2CTIV;iTION 
REz\R SERVICE NORTH KOREA 

' RECONNAISSANCE HOEYANG I . NORTH KOREA 
‘Y 

, 

, 

t 

\ 
5 

REDESIGN:~TION KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
SINUIJU 
SUKCH'OP 

REORGkNIZiiTION CRINNBMP'O 
CHOMBkNG-NI 
CHONGSONG 
CH'ORWON 
HAEJU 
HOECH'ANG 
HOEYANG 

50,68,73 
48,4~,54,69 

67,:: 
67; 

70*72% 

E 

1 ij 
48 

tB 

;: 
50 

j; 

67: 
69 

$2 

29 ,%35$ ,$ 

8,19,& 
30.32 937 

43 ,ig 
/ 

* 66,:; 
7-l 

, 

'. , 

HONGCH'ON 
ICH'ON 
INJE 
&AN.GXiYE 
KORBA 
~KUMCH'ON 

‘ KuJ!/rnlA 
MANCHURIA 
MANP'OJIN 
MARHWI-RI 
NORTH KOREA 
NUCHON-NI 

73 

52,58,& 
48,74,75,77,67; 

55,7W$‘~,~~ 

q63 
7,27,45,50,78 

P'YONGNAMJIN H; 
P'YONGSAN 47 
SANGJONG-NI 69 1 . , 

~~~~~~~1~1~~ 
85 

h 

, 

, 

_ j i ? _ -.__-. \ 



'REPUBLIC OF KOREiA 
GUERRILLA 
TACTICS ' 

UNIT " 
~kOVIET 

@NITEi%::NS'. 
EFFXT OF 
EFFICIENCY' 
TACTICS 

” ’ 

, WIT . 

BRIDGE' 
ARTILLERY 

"DESTRUCTION OF ' ; 
CASUA&TIES *. 

'. 
5.1 

MUNSAN 
CH'UNCH'ON 
KOREA 
NAMCH'ONJOM 
SARAK-SAN 56 

USSR 
NORTH KOREA 
INCH'ON 

16.26,$ 
HOEYANG 
HOEYANG 5: 
Wi:/iSAN-JONC 46 
II'TCH'ON ' 2.48 
INJE 
KriEJON 

53;7& 

KAESONG 74 

KOREA . 48,55,67,69,% 
KOSONG 
NORTH K0Ri.A 

65 
..I . 2,7,15',19,22 

PUGONG-NI 
30,34,45 

SEOUL 48 49 ;A 
TAEGU 9 
Y:,NGGU ' 

‘6; 

YONGCH'ON 
569719g; 

NOR% KORti 25 
NORTH KOREA 19 
FAJIIBU-RI 55 
HOEYANG 
KAEJON 65: 
KAE SOITG 
KOREA 

69974 
4695&64969, 

KORYONG 
73 s75J87 

KPOANGJU 
MARHWi-RI 247 
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alD 

I 

5 

n 

P 

r* 

I 

I 

I 

\P 

h 

3 
L 

* 

UNCLASSIFIED E a Yf 
SUBJECT : 

CASUiiLTIES 
CAUSE OF ,. 

COi?!MUNICATIOMS 

'NETWORK 
SKETCH OF 

..' RADIO 1 
NET'VORK 

SKETCH~GF, 
SFIORTAGE OF 
TELEPHONE 

DEFENSE 
~ a%2 

: ANTIAIRCRAFT ' ,. 
. CAECOUFLAGE "' 

FORTIFICATION 

tkNTITAIJK 
ARTILLERY 

Prn’rnE,‘Iy 
CONSTRUCTION OF 
DuMn'cy 
PILT,BOX 
TANK 

DUMMY 
TREWCH 

MINE FIELD 
SECURITY MWiSURES 

GUARD 
SHELTER 

EQUIPb";ENT 
Ab@J.lJNIT ION 

LOSS OF 

SHORTAGE OF 
COmlU~JICATION 

EFFICIENCY 
RADIO 

KGRYONG 
SONGJU 
NORTH KOREA 

68 ” 
68 : 

6 
i 

NORTH KCREA 
HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
ROEYANG 

5740 
54 
63 

32,33,35,39,4* 
LOSS OF 44 

SHORTAGE OF 

SWITCHBOARD 
:,6,25,39,~ 

U~~CL~~~~F~~D 
87 I 

NORTH KOREA 
POHANG-DONG 
YRBAN-SAN' 
YONGDOK 
Y ONGCH ' ON 
NORTH KOREd 
WOMJU 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA ' 
NORTH KOREA 

NORT?I KOFEA 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

I\TORTH KOREA 
KCRANGP'O-RI 
HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
CROCH' IilOM 
PORTH KOREA 
NORTR KOREA 
HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

YONGCH'ON 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
Z-IOEYAhTG 

NORTH KOREA 
HOEYANG 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
CHINNAMP'O 
HUNGi'JA1.t 
KOREA 
P'IONGYQNG 
T'ONGCH'flNG 
VVONSAN 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

PBGE - .- 

7$,J-3 

% 

z 
. a' 

$2 
38 

5,63 
40 

5,:: 

19 
45 

65; 
53 

4911,13,19-22 
75 

15-17,22 

54,:: 
t65 
53 

4,11,16-18, 
20-22 25, 

36,;; 

15 

15,:: 
58 



EQUIPMENT 
COMMUNICATION 

SWITCHBOARD 

TELEPHONE 

SUBJECT 

WIRELESS 

LOSS OF 

MILITARY 

LOSS OF 

SHORTAGE OF 
PONTOON 
VEFJICLE 

ARMORED 
HORSE-DRAWN 

LOSS OF 

PRIME MOVER 

TRUCK 

WEAPONS 

ANTIAIRCRAFT 

ANTITANK 

HUNGNAM 
NORTH KOREA 
WONSAN 
HOEYANG 
HUNGNAM 
NORTH KOREA 

?IIONSAN 
HOEYANG 
HUNGNAM 
BONSAN 
NORTH KOREA 
SORAK-SAN 
KANGSO 
NORTH KOREA 
CHOMB4NG-NI 
KOREA 
KORYONG 
MARHWI-RI 
NORTH KOREA 
SOMGJU 
NORTH KOREA 
NAKTONG-NI 
NORTS KOREA 
HAEJU 
KANCGYE 
KANGSO 
NORTH KOREA 
WVACH'ON 
HWASAN-JONG 
NORTH KOREA 
SINDOK-TONG 
HOEYANG 
KOREA 
MANCHURIA 
NORTH KORF& 
HOEYANG 
HUNGNAM 
IPO-RI 
KOREA 
MANCHURIA 
MUNSAN 
NORTF! KoREA 

'"ONSQN 
I'O-RI 
NORTH KOREA 
TAEGU 
KORQNGP'O-RI 
MANCHURIA 
NORTH KOREA 
HAEJU 
HAMHUNG 
HOEYANG 
INJE 
IPO-RT 
KANGGYE 
KOMISONG 
KOREA 
KUMSONG 

PAGE 

32935:: 

54,:; 

25,32,3357 
35,39,43 

57 

;; 

45: 
56 

13,25,26,:: 

':: 

2: 
38/g 

28 
19 
22 
48 
62 

22?32j% 
<3 

2 
46 

g: 

*2,:2’ 
54757 

651 

55,72,74$ 

29,30,32,3;; 

359365505?s 
59 

2,12,18,3& 

50,;i 

tz92 
978 

56758 
64,76 

58,;; 

53,6?,74$[ 

KUNGANGIQON-NI 56 

88 

c 
i 

i 
* 4 

c 

i 
!> 
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h 

L 

B 

B 

.J 

0 

II 

t 

4’ 
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U;21CLQSgYE~ 

SUBJECT AREA u 
EQUIPMENT 

WEAPONS 
- ANTIT4NK KWANGm 

i'!ANCHURIA 
ElANP'OJIN 
EIARRWI-RI 
NORTH KOREA 

-. 

;: 
: 

LOSS OF 

ARVORED 

LOSS OF 

ARTILLERY 

P'YONGCH'ANG 
P'YONGSAN 
P'YONGYANG 
SEOUL 
YANGDOK 
CB'UNCH'ON 
KOREA 
CH'U?JCH'ON 

.IPO-RI 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
P'YOi'rGYANG 
SEOUL 
SINUIJU 
CH'UtXH'ON 
INCH'ON 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
CHOMBANG-NI 
CHOVGSONG 
HAEJU 
H~MRJNG 
HOECH'QNG 
HOEYARG 
HUNGPAM 
m-!4CH' ON 
IMJE 
IPO-RI 
KANGGSE 
KORQNGP'O-RI 
KOREA 

- FKTNSAN 

h'lTiiIS OFG 

NANAM 

KUNGANGWON-MI 

NORTH KOREA 

KVAhJGJU 
T:ANCHTJRIA. 
MANP'OJIN 
MARHWI-RI 

20-2?,24,25; 
27-29,30-33, 

35,36,41,42 

48,54,69J;,7; 

3,9,11,1&7 

60 62 2: 
'48;50 
49,50 

956 

55 

71,72 
74 

51967 

25 
67&9,76 

993494385 

,,,a; 
51 

61,:; 
51 

2; 
46,48 

78 

54,562; 

72,74-;i 

t”, 
?3 

SINUIJU 

PUGOFG-NI 

'YONS4N 

P'YONGCH'kNG 

YANGDOK 

P'YONGYANG 
SEOUL 

YBNGGU 

SIBANJUNG-RI 

YONAN 

89, UNCLASSIF!ED 

T&w 

. , ‘. 



'SUBJECT . . 
EQUIPE!ENT 

jJg\~f\y,FIE!l m ^. PAGE .I__ 

WEAPONS 
ARTILLERY 

DU!!MY 
EFFICIENCY 

MANCHURIA 

LOSS OF 
NORTH KOREA 
CH'UNCH'ON 

I HAJINBU-RI 
HUP'YONG-NI 
~;J$S;;-J~NG 

INJE 
KAEJON 
KAESONG 
KOREA 
KrJMHwI1 
M-UN 'Y ONG 
NORTH KOREA 
P'YONGSAN 
SEOUL 
SINDOK-TONG 
SIhmIJU 
TANYANG 
YONGCH'ON 

RESUPPLY NORTH KOREA 
SHORTAGE OF CHOMBANG-NI 

KANGNUNG 
NORTH KOREA 

TOKCH'ON 
'1 I YECH'ON 

LOSS OF INCH'ON 
INJE 
KOREA I- MARHWI-RI 
NUN 'YONG 
NORTH KOREA 
YONGDOK 

MORTAR NORTH KOREG 
SHORTAGE OF * HWACH'ON 

ICH'qN 
INJE 
KUMCH'ON 
KUNGANGWON-IV1 
NANAM 

. NORTH KOREA 
P'YONGSAN 
YANGGU 

Sl':ALL ARMS HOECH'ANG 
NORTH KOREA 

TANK NORTH KOREA 

EXPLOITATION/'CONPISCATION 
P'YONGYANG 

COM!!";UNICATION EQUIPMENT HWACH'ON 
NORTH KOREA 

EQUIPMENT 
WEAPONS 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
YANGDOK 
HWACH'ON 
INJE 
KANGGYE 
KOREA 
NANAM 
NORTH KOREA 

52 
z; 2 
R ;: 

5L55Jf 

60 
2,72 

46949,$ 

48 

2: 
28 
72 

7,17,$ 
27929~2; 

46 
iI 

48 

5,6,8,41 
47 

;: 
32,33,35-38 

35 
48 



SUBJECT 

EXPLOITATION/CONFISCATION 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

VERICLE c 
TRUCK 

FOREIGN M,ILITARY ASSISTANCE 
USSR 

INDOCTRINATION 
CO1\tMUNIST 
MILITARY 

LABOR 
NORTH KOREAN 

IieILITkRY 
ARMY 

llANUFACTURING 
FWNITIONS , 

MINE, 
COAL 

NAVY 
UNITED NATIONS 

TACTICS 

PERSONALITIES 
NORTH KOREAN 

ARMY 
ARTILLERY 

REPAIR FACILITIES 
ORDfiTANCE 

SCHOOL 
ARMY 

\ ARMORED 
I ’ ARTILLERY 

j FOREIGtT LANGUAGE 
OFFICER CANDIDATE 

& 
i 

I ORDNANCE . 
MILIT!,RY ' 1 

, 
pBcE 

P'YONGCH'ANG 
SINUIJU 
WONSAN. 
YANGGU 

HOEYANG 

CHINNAMP'O 
HAMHUNG 
NANAM 
hORTH KOREA 
P'YObTGYANG 
SANSAN-NI 
SUKCH'ON 
WONSAN 

2,42,43 
67 

2; 
70 

NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

SONGHYON-NI 

NORTH KOREA 18 

P'YONGYANG 

KADTGSO 

52 

66 

KOREA 
KOSONG 
NORTH KOREA 
YONGDOK 

CHOMBANG-NI 
HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
KORANGP'O-RI 
KOREA 
KWANGJU 
NORTH KOREA 
PTYONGYANG 

28,;; 
51 

IPO-RI 64 
NORTH KOREA 42 

SGKCHU 
TUrJG-HLJA 
SADONG 
P'YONGYANG 
TAEAN-NI 
KOCHANG-NI 
NhNFiM 
NORTH KOREA 
P'YONGY:LNG 
NORTH KOREA 
YENAN 

42 
42 

i 
jJ~~<i:‘i~t;t, irs 

I 

91 

41 
42 

6,:: 

6,:: 
42 

. 



SUBJECT 

STORAGE 
APfMUNITION 

SUPPLY 
AMMUNITION 

, . 

SSORTAGE 4lF 

ARTILLERY 
COVMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 

SHORTAGE OF 
. MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

LOSS OF .- 
MOVEPENT OF . 

BEDXJNITION 
PON!tOON 
WEBPONS 

ARTILLERY 

VEHICLE 
TRUCK 

WEC P ONS 

A- PAGE 

HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
KANGSO 66 
NORTH KOREA 22 

HOEY4NG 
INJE ;z 
IPO-RI 
KA.ESONG 

63 
47 

KANGSO 
KOREA 
KOSONG 

53,58,% 

KUNGANGWON-NI 
LUNG-CHING-TS'UN 

;55 

MANCHURIA 
MARHWI-RI 

55,762 

NORTH KOREA 
SINANJUNG-RI 

24,35,% 

T'ONGCH'ON 
WONJU 
YONCH'ON 

g 

CHOMBANG-NI $2 , 
ICH'ObJ 
INJE % 
KOREA 
KOSONG 
NORTH KOREA 
P'YONGCH'ANG 

5,3-?,23,;;?% 

TOKCH'ON '62 
VONJU 
YONGCH'ON 1 2; 
HOEYkNG 54 

KOREA 
CHINNAMP'O 
KAESONG 
KLNGGYE 
KUNGANG!VON-NI 
E&NCHURIA 
TAEGU 

NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 
MANCHURIA 
NORTH KOREA 

2; ' 
47 
71 
55 

73; 

22,23 

$ 

52 

S INDOK-T ~NG 
HOEYANG 
IPO-RI 
KCSSONG 
KkNGGYE 
KOREA 
KOSONG 
KUMS ONG 
MCRHWI-RI 
NkJIN 
bT"LNCM 
NORTH KOREh 
P'YONGCH'hNG 
P'YONGY!:NG 
T'ONGCH'ON 



, UNCLASSIFIED 
SUBJECT 

SUPPLY 
WELPONS 

ARMORED 
ARTILLERY 

CHART OF NORTH KOREA 
SHORTAGE OF HAEJU 

CSART OF 
RESUPPLY 
SHORTAGE OF 

SOURCE OF 
TANK 

TOPOGRAPHY 

RIVER 

TRANSPORTATION 
RATLROAD 
ROAD 

DESTRUCTION OF 
REPAIR OF 

SIhRTIJU 
HAEJU 
HOEYANG 
INJE 
KAEJON 
KANGGYE 
LUNG-CHING-TS'UN 
ImI\TCmJRIA 
PAI-RI 
SEOUL 
SINUIJU 

48 
49 

53,:: 

226 

559;; 

49t7; 

KANGGYE $0 
NORTH KOREA 
YANGDOK 
NORTH KOREA 

46,$ 

SINDOK-TONG 
CH'OSAN ti 
HAEJU 
KANGGYE 
KOREA 

52,;; 

NORTH KOREA 44 
J!JUCHObJ-NI 74 

P'YONGCH'ANG 
YANGGU 
HAEJU 
KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

29,6? 
17 

KAEJON 66 
KOREA 
NAKTONG-TTI 

13,19,73,75,g 

PUGONG-NI 51 
SEOUL 46,49 

NORTH KOREA 
KOREA 6; 
NORTH KOREA 
NORTH KOREA 

2,18 
19 

NORTH KOREA 19 


